
John Mills – Family History 

The following family tree traces John Mill’s ancestors back Samuel Cook “alias Bidgood”.  The alias 
appearing on his marriage certificate!  The family name changed to Mills on his second marriage to 
Harriet Mills.  The family originated from Beaminster.  John’s father, William Bidgood, moved to Litton 
Cheney sometime after 1871.  John was born there in 1879 

 

Samuel Cook/Bedgood’s Marriage Certificate 

Name Relationship Age Occupation Birthplace 

Samuel Bidgood Head 46 Agricultural Labourer Beaminster 

Harriet Mills  33  Beaminster 
Samuel Mills Son 10  Beaminster 
Joseph Mills Son 8  Beaminster 
William Mills Brother 25 Agricultural Labourer Beaminster 

1841 Census for Beaminster 
  



Name Relationship Age Occupation Birthplace 

Samuel Bidgood Head 56 Agricultural Labourer Beaminster 

Harriet Mills  43 Pauper Beaminster 
Samuel Bidgood Son 20 Agricultural Labourer Beaminster 
Joseph Bidgood Son 14  Beaminster 
John Bidgood Son 4 Scholar Beaminster 
William Bidgood Son 1  Beaminster 

1851 Census for Beaminster 

Name Relationship Age Occupation Birthplace 

Samuel Bidgood Head 66 Agricultural Labourer Beaminster 

Joseph Mills Son 24 Agricultural Labourer Beaminster 
John Mills Son 18 Agricultural Labourer Beaminster 
William Mills Son 14 Agricultural Labourer Beaminster 
Emily Mills Daughter 10   

1861 Census for Beaminster 

Name Relationship Age Occupation Birthplace 

William Mills Head 23 Agricultural Labourer Beaminster 

Mary Mills Wife 22  Little Bredy 

1871 Census for Powerstock 
John Mills 
Born in August 1878 at Litton Cheney, the son of Willaim and Mary Mills.  He married Louisa Rose 
Courteney on the 19th of November 1908.  They had four children before his untimely demise. 

Marriage Certificate 

Name Relationship Age Occupation Birthplace 

William Mills Head 33 Journeyman Miller Beaminster 

Mary Mills Wife 33  Little Bredy 
William G Mills Son 9 Scholar West Milton 
Samuel A Mills Son 4 Scholar Litton Cheney 
John Mills Son 2  Litton Cheney 

Harry Mills Son 1  Litton Cheney 

1881 Census for Litton Cheney 

Name Relationship Age Occupation Birthplace 

John C Vine Head 29 Dowerfield Dairyman Bockhampton 
Eliza Vine Wife 32 Baker Symondsbury 
Arthur Vine Son 5 Scholar Long Bredy 
Edith Vine Daughter 3 Scholar Long Bredy 
Herbert Vine Son 2 Scholar Long Bredy 
Alice Paul Servant 16 General Servant Broadwindsor 
John Mills Servant 12 Dairy Boy (Dowerfield) Litton Cheney 

1891 Census for Long Bredy 

Not found on 1901 census. 

  



Name Relationship Age Occupation Birthplace 

John Mills Wife 34 Cowman Litton Cheney 
Louisa Rose Mills Son 27  Dewlish 
Lucy Mary Rose Mills Daughter 1  Wood Farm Dorset 

Charles Peppiat Boarder 28 Groom Bushey, Herts 

1911 Census for Gussage All Saints 

During the war Sergeant John Mills was a member of 123 Brigade, Royal Field Artillery, Service No. 
10123.  He died on the 18th of June 1918 aged 39.  He is buried at Crouy British Cemetery, Crouy-Sur-
Somme, France. 
 


