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Information for Contributors 
 

May 2026 issue deadlines: Articles, photographs, etc must be sent to the 
appropriate Village Correspondent (contact details at the head of each village 
section) by Friday 10th April for the May issue. Contributions from outside the 
Bride Valley can be emailed to bvnburton@gmail.com. Handwritten or typed copy 
must be delivered to village correspondents well before the deadline. Please 
contact bvctc@outlook.com for information on advertising in the BVN. Articles, 
notices and advertisements in this magazine may not necessarily represent or 
reflect the views of the Editor or the people and organisations funding and 
supporting the BVN. Copies of the BVN, in colour, often with additional items 
which could not be fitted into the printed version, can be found at bvn.org.uk or 
via links on Bride Valley village websites. Note: Contributors are asked to note 
that space in the BVN is strictly limited and the Editor reserves the right to edit or 
refuse submissions and cannot guarantee that items will be included. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Bride Valley News is delivered to every home in the valley and is 
entirely produced and distributed by volunteers. Donations to help us 
continue to provide the magazine would be welcome and if you feel able 
to contribute - please make a BACS payment to:  
Account: ‘Bride Valley Churches Team Council’, Sort code 30-91-21 
Account number 00074071............and please quote BVN.  
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St Mary The Virgin: Burton Bradstock St Mary: Litton Cheney 
St Michael & All Angels: Littlebredy St Peter: Long Bredy 
Chilcombe (dedication unknown) St Mary The Blessed Virgin: Puncknowle 
St Martin: Shipton Gorge Holy Trinity:  Swyre 

 
Rector: Rev’d Andrew Rawding  

 

To enquire about Baptisms, Marriages or Funeral arrangements in the Bride Valley 
& Chesil Benefice Churches please contact Rev’d Rawding by 
email: rectorbridevalleychesil@gmail.com.  
 
 
 
Lay Pastoral Assistants  
 

We have 2 Lay Pastoral Assistants in our team and they are available for anyone 
throughout our community and can respond to any need, great or small, for 
pastoral care. The team are: Jenny: 07932192908, and Liz: 01308 897451 
alternatively you can get in touch with your churchwarden, or Helen Fry, Benefice 
Administrator on 01308 897260.  
 
Home communion is available by arrangement. If you would like to become an 
LPA, please have a look at the Diocese of Salisbury webpage:  
 
https://www.salisbury.anglican.org/whoweare/news/is-god-calling-you-to-be-a-lay-
pastoral-assistant-, and then chat with Rector Andrew.  
 

 
 
Safeguarding 
 

The Churches of this Benefice have adopted the House of Bishops safeguarding 
policy and are 'Promoting Safer Churches'. The Benefice Churches have an open 
door to all survivors.  
 
For further information or support please contact our Safeguarding Officer: - Les 
Keatley. Tel: - 07833545450 email: - Les@Keatley.me.uk 
 

The Bride Valley & Chesil Churches 
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Dear friends, 
 

Happy Easter at this wonderful time of year where new life is all around us, and in 
our churches we celebrate the incredible Easter story. It’s a story of extraordinary 
love and self-sacrifice, where life triumphs over death, bringing hope, new 
beginnings and transformation. It’s a story about the power of forgiveness. It’s a 
story that reminds us that rejection, betrayal, a sense of failure, traumatic loss 
and grief are not the end but can be the beginning of new life with new purpose. 
It’s a story that opens the door to ‘eternal life’, that is life that is not held back by 
selfishness, judgement, darkness and negativity and the pain of the past, but life 
that embraces the future not with fear but with expectation that the best is yet to 
come. It’s a story that does not end with the desire for revenge but with the words 
‘peace be with you’. It’s an exciting and inspirational story; a pathway for life. It’s 
an invitation to live an ‘Easter’ life.  
 

We’ve got exciting times ahead of us in our Bride Valley and Chesil churches as 
we commit to living the Easter life. For example, at St Peter’s Langton Herring we 
are celebrating the amazing new Community Choir. At St Martin’s Shipton Gorge 
‘Breakfast Church’ is flourishing, and we are looking forward to an opera concert 
in June. At St Nicholas’ Abbotsbury we are excited about the ‘Tree of Strings’ 
concerts in July and our plans for a new disabled access restroom facility and 
servery.   
 

Across all the parishes we are developing new pilgrimage routes which we plan to 
promote through the British Pilgrimage Trust and locally. All our beautiful churches 
are places of deep spiritual and historical significance located in areas of 
outstanding natural beauty. We have already been enjoying ‘Pilgrimages of Peace’ 
on shorter pilgrim routes. We celebrated St Bride’s Day (1st February) with a 
successful pilgrimage on a longer route to the Othona Community and we look 
forward to confirming a route which connects all twelve churches.  Pilgrimages are 
a great way to journey spiritually in the cathedral of creation; an opportunity to 
leave the past behind and walk in faith and hope of an Easter life, to enjoy and 
find more peace. In St Mary’s Burton Bradstock we are waiting for planning 
permission to install a soft play facility in the south aisle of the church. This will be 
a three-metre square soft play structure with two levels and a slide for pre-school 
children to enjoy. Whilst it will be based geographically at one end of the benefice, 
we pray that it will benefit families with pre-school children from all the villages, 
providing opportunities to reduce isolation, make new connections and foster 
mutual support for parents and carers. We are particularly keen to see if this 
facility can be a support to children with special educational needs.   
 

From the Rectory 
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We are also prayerfully considering how we can continue to develop ‘community 
fellowship’, centred on the LATCH in Litton Cheney.  We know that many are put 
off by ‘religion’, find traditional church services strange and unfamiliar, and frankly 
don’t see the relevance of church. But we also know that there are significant 
social issues in our villages, including loneliness and broken relationships, and 
that some people find it difficult to just get through each day.  ‘Unresolved issues’ 
was a phrase that came up in a recent conversation.  Unresolved issues are 
painful, emotionally, and physically. They can literally choke us, paralyse us with 
anxiety and break our hearts. If our coping mechanism is an addiction, then they 
can ruin our lives. This is where the Easter story can be such a powerful paradigm 
and potential gateway to new life and new purpose. We don’t have easy answers 
and formulas, but we want to offer kindness and compassion, and have 
confidence in the heart of our faith, that is the Easter story where ‘unresolved 
issues’ can be left at the foot of the cross, and the journey can continue onwards 
in the power of forgiveness and love to resurrection new life. 
 

Easter love, joy, peace and prayers be with you, 
 

Andrew 
 
Burton Bradstock CE Primary School 
‘Do justice; love kindness; and walk humbly with 
God’ (Micah 6:8) 
 
 

 
A message from the headteacher 
 

It has been wonderful to welcome the children back after the half term break.  
There is a renewed sense of energy across the school. 
 

Our Kingfisher class enjoyed an afternoon tree planting. They were so lucky with 
the weather after all the rain we had over the winter - the children loved being 
outside with the sun 
on their faces. 
 

We are very proud of 
our runners who 
took part in the 
cross-country relays 
at Colfox. They 
showed excellent 
determination and 
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Burton Bradstock CE Primary School 

 
 

As the song goes, ‘It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas!’. I write this as 
plans are taking shape for our Christmas Nativity at Freshwater, Christingle 
at the Church and Christmas Fair amongst many other things in the lead up 
to the holiday. 
 
On Friday 11th November, the children took part in a Remembrance Service 
at St. Mary’s Church. We were joined by families and the local community. 
We stood and marked the 2 minutes silence outside the church before our 
Chair of Governors, Mrs Lewis Badgett, read out the names of local people 
who lost their lives in the Great War.  
 
November also saw us running the Coffee Stop in the Village Hall. This is  
always a popular event and it was again this time. Our Year 5 and 6 children 
waited tables and shared their learning with their families and members of 
the local community, and our Early Years Children also visited on the way 
back from their welly walk. We raised £242.50 which will go towards our 
playground redevelopment fund. Thank you to everyone who supported the 
event, especially our kitchen helpers who gave up their time to make all the 
teas and coffees!  
 
As mentioned above, we have a number of events in the run up to Christmas. 
This starts with a theatre group visiting school at the end of November and 
our Christmas Fair on Saturday 10th December from 3:30-5pm at school – all 
welcome with proceeds going towards our new playground apparatus. In the 
final week of term, we have our Nativity performance at Freshwater, Christ-
mas lunch, parties and Christingle Service at St. Mary’s church.  
 
I look forward to telling you all about them in the January edition of the BVN. 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from everyone at Burton Bradstock 
Primary. 
 
Adam Gough 
Headteacher 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

6 

resilience and their teamwork 
was inspiring. 
 
World Book Day was a huge 
success with lots of wonderful 
outfits - both the children and 
staff looked brilliant!  We spent 
the day sharing books and 
doing book-related activities. 
 

We are still on the lookout for a 
lunchtime supervisor.  Could 
you spare an hour each day 
from 12 noon until 1pm?  We 
are a lovely, friendly school and 
are looking to find someone to help out at lunchtimes.  Please get in touch with 
the school office if you are interested in the post. 
 

Our Duck Race is due to be held on Monday 6th April on the village playing field - 
we hope to see many of you there. 
We have spaces available in our preschool for children who are due to turn 4 
before August 31st 2026. If you would like to visit our happy and friendly village 
school, please contact the school office to arrange a tour: 01308 897369 or 
office@burtonbradstockprimary.org. 
To stay up-to-date with all our news and events please follow our Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/BurtonBradstockPrimarySchool or the hashtags 
#LoveWhereWeLearn #TeamBurton! 
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Thorners CE VA School 
 
 

As we head into December the children have been incredibly busy!   
 
Sport 
As well as our usual football coaching and archery lessons this term the  
children have also been doing brilliantly at other sports.  The netball team, 
coached here by Mrs Hayter, managed to get to the final and win the 
Bridport primary schools' tournament and are now to go on to play the  
winners of the Beaminster pyramid tournament for the West Dorset  
trophy.  Well done to all for such a superb effort! 
 
In Cross Country - two teams of runners took on a host of other schools and 
a very muddy Colmer's Hill course as they competed on a beautifully sunny 
Saturday morning.  Many of our team have been attending our school  
running club with Ms Atkin on Thursdays after school and the sessions  
clearly paid off with all runners completing the course and the boys team 
finishing third overall.  A special mention must go to Henry who came third 
overall in the Boy's race.  it was also wonderful to see that our team was 
made up of children from yrs 4 and 5 so they will be able to run again next 
year!  Bravo! 
 
Assemblies 
The children held a special assembly outside today at 11am to mark the  
anniversary of the armistice of 1918.  They decorated the school with  
poppies of different colours and recited poems from Sassoon and 
Brooke.  The old bell was rung at 11am and the children observed a minute's 
silence to pay our respects to all those affected by conflict.  Thank you to all 
staff who helped the children decorate the school so creatively in particular 
Ms Taylor! 
 
During assembly times the children will now have a new weekly type of  
assembly every Thursday.  Although we are only too aware of how fortunate 
we are to grow up and work in such a wonderful part of the world we are also 
aware that this can give the children a skewed perspective on the world and 
so we are starting this new series of assemblies to help the children "get 
their heads up" and think a little more about what goes on in other parts of 
the world and indeed in other parts of our country beyond the Bride  
Valley.  We are using a web-based platform called LYFTA which has a series 
of 'story worlds' from all around the globe and that focuses on issues that our  
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particularly keen to see if this facility can be a support to children with special 
educational needs.   
 

We are also prayerfully considering how we can continue to develop ‘community 
fellowship’, centred on the LATCH in Litton Cheney.  We know that many are put 
off by ‘religion’, find traditional church services strange and unfamiliar, and 
frankly don’t see the relevance of church. But we also know that there are 
significant social issues in our villages, including loneliness and broken 
relationships, and that some people find it difficult to just get through each day.  
‘Unresolved issues’ was a phrase that came up in a recent conversation.  
Unresolved issues are painful, emotionally, and physically. They can literally 
choke us, paralyse us with anxiety and break our hearts. If our coping 
mechanism is an addiction, then they can ruin our lives. This is where the Easter 
story can be such a powerful paradigm and potential gateway to new life and 
new purpose. We don’t have easy answers and formulas, but we want to offer 
kindness and compassion, and have confidence in the heart of our faith, that is 
the Easter story where ‘unresolved issues’ can be left at the foot of the cross, 
and the journey can continue onwards in the power of forgiveness and love to 
resurrection new life. 
 

Easter love, joy, peace and prayers be with you, 
 

Andrew 
 

Good Friday, Pilgrimage of Peace 
 

Would you like to join us for a thoughtful Pilgrimage of Peace especially for Good 
Friday? This is a ‘there and back’ walk, taking in the amazing views and 
countryside of the Bride Valley between Swyre and Litton Cheney and focusing 
on finding peace. There will be pauses for readings and reflections. At 10.00am 
we meet at Holy Trinity, Swyre, from where we will walk onto Puncknowle and 
Litton Cheney, stopping at The White Horse for refreshments, including Hot 
Cross Buns! The whole route is about 4 miles, but you can do just parts of the 
walk if you’d prefer. There are some hilly bits and some of this walk will be on 
paths through fields, so wear appropriate clothing and footwear! (Babies and 
toddlers in carriers rather pushchairs.) Everyone is welcome, including dogs on 
leads! 
 
 
 
 

BRIDE VALLEY CAR SERVICE  
  

The BVCS is a volunteer scheme offering residents of the Bride Valley transport to and from 
medical appointments when they are unable to drive themselves or be driven by rela=ves 

or friends. Clients are charged a mileage fee (currently 50p per mile) plus a standard 
charge (currently £2.00 per journey). Because the service depends on the availability of 

volunteer drivers, clients are asked to give as much no=ce as possible – we are unlikely to 
be able to respond to requests within 48 hours of an appointment.  

To book a journey please call our voluntary co-ordinator on   
07393 607025 

We always welcome new drivers. 
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Thorners CE VA School 
 

 
 
 
 
Thorner’s School Report Thorner's 
celebrated a wonderful World Book 
Day last week! Thanks to Mrs 
Biggins for brilliantly organising a 
great assembly, quiz, book race 
and craft activities for the children 
to take part in across the day. The 
outfits were fantastic and it was 
great to see such a huge range of 
outfits, characters and themes 
(Harry who?!) from authors old and 
new! 
 
I will let the photos tell the story this 
month but, suffice it to say, it was a 
wonderful celebration of the written 
word and the power it still holds to 
beguile, enchant and excite. 
 
 
 
Mike Sitch - Headmaster 
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Our Night Sky in March 2026  
 

You should be able to see Venus setting in the West a 
couple of hours after sunset, while Jupiter and Orion 
still dominate the night sky. Mars, Mercury and Saturn 
will be rising in the East, but will be too close to the Sun 
to be visible. 
 

The bottom, or centre of a black hole is called a singularity. It is a theoretical point 
of infinite density where matter is crushed, gravity is at its maximum, and the 
known laws of physics cease to apply. This point is surrounded by a boundary 
called the event horizon.  
NASA Science (.gov) +7 
Key details about the singularity: 
 

¥ Infinite Density: According to general relativity, all matter that enters a 
black hole is compressed into this infinitely small, infinitely dense point. 

¥ Physics Breakdown: At the singularity, spacetime is so warped that 
current scientific theories, including gravity, cannot explain what occurs. 

¥ Not a Physical Surface: While often called the "bottom," it is a point in 
space rather than a solid surface. 

¥ Unknown Nature: Because the centre is hidden behind the event horizon 
(the point of no return), the exact nature of the singularity remains 
unknown.  

 

With Thanks to NASA Astronomy Magazine.  
 

Bill Turnill  
 
 

Bride Valley WI 
 

Despite a lot of water 
still lying around, the 
Bride Valley WI 
February meeting went 
ahead as planned.  We 
welcomed Jill, Cathy 
and Carol from the 
Bridport Camera Club 
who displayed some 
very interesting and 
professional photographs they had taken with their telephones. They shared with 
us some tips on how to take the best photographs and how to use the various 
functions on both our Android and iPhones to enhance our photos.  
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It was unusual to see our members sat looking at their phones during a meeting 
but we had a fun evening taking shots of one another and got some good results. 
The panorama function was excellent for photographing us all.  
 

Our first walk of the year took place on Sunday 1st March where some of our 
members revisited the 7 Benches walk around Litton Cheney. The mist was not 
welcome but at least it stayed dry.  
 

Our skittles for fun continues every other Tuesday at the White Horse. Litton 
Cheney.  
 

Should you receive your copy of The Bride Valley News prior to the 28th March may 
we take this opportunity to remind you about our Village Cafe being held at The 
Latch on Saturday 28th March at 10.00am.  
 

If you wish to join the Bride Valley WI we meet every 3rd Thursday at 7.30pm at 
Puncknowle Village Hall. Do come along and meet us all and if you think you might 
like to become a member, please contact us at bridevalleywi@gmail.com 
 

The Bride Valley Book Club Review 
 

Rachel Cusk’s novel “Outline” was this month’s choice. Cusk is well regarded in 
literary circles and has won prizes. We learned that “Outline” is the first novel in a 
trilogy - despite us being collectively quite well read - she was new to us as a 
writer. 
 

There was a varied response to this book, some of us did not really engage with it 
but others enjoyed what was a more unusual approach to writing a contemporary 
novel. The first-person narrator is a creative writing teacher who has accepted a 
short contract in Athens during a very hot summer. We are told little about the 
writer and it is not clear whether it is Cusk herself or if she is assuming another 
persona. What follows is a series of intensely observed conversations with various 
people she meets. These include fellow travellers, other teachers of creative 
writing, her students, old friends living in Athens etc. Nothing of any consequence 
happens apart from these extended conversations which are remarkably one 
sided. Most of these focus on marital partnerships and relationships within 
families. There is an overshadowing mood of disappointment, failure and unmet 
expectations. Some of us thought this book was beautifully written but we did not 
all agree whether Cusk’s approach held the reader’s interest. The conversational 
encounters are often revealing and it is noticeable there is absolutely no small 
talk. Personal revelations, innermost doubts and regrets are voiced alongside 
intimate reflections and the baring of souls. Our narrator (whoever she is) is a very 
effective listener who “draws out” the people she meets. This is a particular type 
of contemporary novel which digs deep into the human experience of 
relationships and expands it to be offered up to the reader. There is not really 
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much of a story or a narrative arc. In some ways it is a novel about writing. Some 
of us questioned whether it is actually a novel at all - perhaps it is more akin to a 
journal? We enjoyed picking out some comedic moments, the narrator’s naïveté, 
clever repetitions and the significance of “Outline” as a title choice. We did not all 
agree about this month’s choice but we very much enjoyed our discussion.  
 

Liz Pinfield 
 

 
Bride Valley Gardening Club  
 

The next meeting of the club will be on Monday 20th April at the earlier time of 
7.00pm to allow for the AGM before the talk. The business side of things doesn't 
usually take very long but there are a couple of committee changes necessitating 
the election of new officers to ensure the club is able to continue.   
 

AGMs aren't usually very popular events but this year in particular it is vital that 
members come and have their say and that from the membership new officers 
can be elected.  It isn't too soon to consider whether this time you could help your 
club by offering to take on a role.  
 

There are two vacancies, one for Programme Coordinator and the other for Chair. 
Both positions are enjoyable and undemanding with every support from a friendly 
but currently too small committee.  
 

It would be a great shame if, after all these years, the Bride Valley Garden Club 
could not continue – and it will not be able to do so without members stepping 
forward to fill these roles. 
 

After the AGM, and at 7.30pm, Bryan Madders will brighten the evening with his 
expert talk on 'Dahlias'.  He hopes to bring along some tubers for sale too.   
For this occasion, doors will open at 6.30pm, the AGM starting promptly at 
7.00pm.  This will allow time for refreshments and socialising before welcoming 
Bryan to give his talk.  
 

Please contact Liz, Club Secretary at bridevalleygc@gmail.com or 07751 942588 
if you would like more information about either of the vacant posts. 
 

We look forward to seeing you on Monday 20th April from 6.30pm at LATCH, the 
Community Hall in School Lane, Litton Cheney, DT2 9AU.  Visitors welcome as 
always for £2. 
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Portesham Surgery: Improvements in 2026 
 

Portesham Surgery has submitted a bid to NHS Dorset ICB for a series of internal 
redesign works that, if approved, will begin at the end of March. In anticipation of 
a positive outcome, we’re excited to share what this will mean for our service 
users. These improvements are being made with one clear goal in mind: to create 
a more welcoming, efficient and accessible environment for all. 
 

A More Modern Dispensary: One of the biggest changes will be a refreshed and 
modernised dispensary. This upgrade is designed to improve workflow behind the 
scenes and enable more space to process prescriptions 
An Additional Clinic Room to Expand Care: We’re also adding a brand-new clinic 
room. This extra space will allow us to offer more appointment availability and 
greater flexibility for specialist clinics 
A Reception Area Designed for Accessibility: We know how important it is that 
everyone can access care easily. That’s why the reception area will be redesigned 
to be more accessible for patients with mobility needs and improved access to 
reception staff 
What to Expect During the Work: We’ll do everything we can to minimise 
disruption. Some areas may be temporarily relocated, and there may be short 
periods of noise or reduced space, but our services will continue as normal. We’ll 
keep you updated every step of the way. We will post regular updates on our 
website, Facebook pages and in the surgery.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Good Friday, Pilgrimage of Peace 
 

Would you like to join us for a thoughtful Pilgrimage of Peace especially for Good 
Friday? This is a ‘there and back’ walk, taking in the amazing views and 
countryside of the Bride Valley between Swyre and Litton Cheney and focusing on 
finding peace. There will be pauses for readings and reflections. At 10.00am we 
meet at Holy Trinity, Swyre, from where we will walk onto Puncknowle and Litton 
Cheney, stopping at The White Horse for refreshments, including Hot Cross Buns! 
The whole route is about 4 miles, but you can do just parts of the walk if you’d 
prefer. There are some hilly bits and some of this walk will be on paths through 
fields, so wear appropriate clothing and footwear! (Babies and toddlers in carriers 
rather pushchairs.) Everyone is welcome, including dogs on leads! 
 

 

Events in the Bride Valley 
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Dawn Chorus and Community Breakfast at Othona 
  

The grounds of the Othona Community on the coast road between Burton and 
Swyre are a great place to witness the birds’ dawn chorus in the company of a 
knowledgeable guide. Dominic Couzens is a wildlife author and renowned bird 
expert with a very approachable way of sharing his knowledge. 
So, if you’d like to get up extra early and join us, you’ll enjoy the dawn chorus, a 
walk towards the beach with Dominic and then a yummy cooked breakfast with 
thanksgiving for the birdsong. The charge is £25 per person, children under 16 
free. Supper, bed and breakfast is an extra option. 
Tuesday 14th April 4.30am - 9.00am 
h7ps://www.othona.org/civicrm/event/info/?reset=1&id=2373 for full details 
bookings@othonawestdorset.org.uk for queries or to book 
 
1st April – Fooling Around – the BBC’s spaghetti farm 
 
Probably the most famous 
April Fool’s joke of all time was 
the 1960’s BBC TV broadcast 
feature on the spaghetti farms 
of Italy. A BBC reporter 
interviewed Italian farmers 
about their work and the 
progress of the spaghetti 
plants in great detail.  
 
Spaghetti plants were filmed 
being carefully planted, and 
then being harvested. And all 
in the BBC’s most serious 
documentary manner. It took a 
while to appreciate that this 
was Aunty playing games. 
Whatever next! 
 

The odd thing is that no one is quite sure of the origin of this very British tradition. 
Most attribute it to changes in Britain’s calendar in the 1700s, when New Year’s 
Day moved from 25th March to 1st January. Not surprisingly, the change caused a 
lot of confusion and mistakes around the start of April.  
 

Others look even further back, to the ancient Roman feast of Hilaria, when the 
goddess Cybele was celebrated with pranks and jokes around the Spring Equinox, 
25thMarch. 
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Welcome to our village diary: just search for Shipton Gorge Diary or go directly to  
https://shiptongorgediary.co.uk/ 
 
You’ll be able to find out all that’s going on in the village from the Village Society, 
the New Inn/New Inn Support, the Village Hall, Shipton Gorge Heritage, the Parish 
Council, the Parochial Church Council and other event organisers. 
 

 
St Martin’s Church  
 

Floodlights - April sponsors 
 

Jean Ayers in memory of Bob and their 49 years together. 
Ron & Verity. 
Jean Ayers for her birthday. 
A Shipton Gorge gent. 
 

Thank you everyone for lighting up St Martin’s. If you would like to light up the 
church for a special occasion or just because you enjoy them, please contact Phyl 
on 01308 898657 or push a note through Cuckoo Cottage, (Chapel Street), letter 
box (suggested donation £5) 
 

Services in April: 
3rd   Good Friday Litany with Vicky at 10.00am. 
5th   Easter Sunday Communion with Rev’d Deb Smith at 11.00am. 
12th Breakfast Church in Village Hall with Vicky at 9.30am.  
26th Holy Communion with Rev’d Deb Smith at 11.00am. 
 

Please come along and support our visiting clergy whilst Andrew is still recovering 
from his accident. 
 
In church, on Monday 20th April at 7.00pm, there will be an opportunity to hear 
about, and to have your say, regarding maintenance of the church, its future and 
the services. At this meeting, we are hoping to elect Church wardens, a treasurer 
and a secretary as well as Parochial Church Council members. These posts are all 
essential for the future of St Martin’s. Please, if you can, come along. 
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Litton Cheney  
Village Correspondent: John Firrell     
email: jfirrell20@gmail.com    01308 482313       
Village web-site: www.littoncheney.org.uk 
 

Shipton Gorge  
Village Correspondent: Richard Hewlett 
Email: richardhewlett419@gmail.com   01308 787278    
Village web-site: www.shiptongorge.org.uk   
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Parish Council 
 

Please note the following dates for your diary: 
 

Wednesday 15th April at 7.00pm - Parish Assembly. This is our annual event with 
the different village organisations giving an update on their activities and plans for 
the coming year.  Do come along to learn more about what is happening in the 
village and have informal conversations with other members of the community. 
 

Wednesday 29th April at 7.00pm - Annual Parish Council meeting where, as well 
as providing updates on the Council's activities, the various office and portfolio 
holders are reconfirmed. 
 

We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Village Hall 
 

The Songs of Sandy Denny and Nick Drake sung by Sally Barker and Martin 
Ansell 
 

Saturday 25th April at 7.30pm at Shipton Gorge Village Hall  
 

£13 / £7 (u18s) online at Ticketsource or from Mark Sexton: 01308 897649 
 

Martin Ansell performs the songs of Nick Drake. Martin has supported artists such 
as Van Morrison, Roy Harper and Chris Isaak. His varied career included spells as 
a session singer, most notably for Tom Robinson and Captain Sensible, and as a 
songwriter; Spanish-Italian singer Miguel Bose had an international hit with 
Martin's song 'Eighth Wonder'. When he's not singing songs, Martin works as a taxi 
driver in the south of England; in fact, when he's not driving, he sings his songs in 
his taxi! 
 

Sally Barker sings Sandy Denny. Sally's appearance as Sir Tom Jones' finalist in 
the 'Voice UK 2014' belies a long career in music. Spanning the best part of 40 
years Sally has released a string of solo albums and been a part of dozens more, 
notably with fem-folksters The Poozies. She has supported (amongst many others) 
Bob Dylan, Robert Plant, Jools Holland and Sir Tom himself and worked with 
inspirational musicians such as maverick double bass genius Danny Thompson 
and country folk-rock guitarist Jerry Donahue.  
 

The combination of Nick Drake, Sandy Denny, Martin Ansell and Sally Barker is 
the “perfect double coupling”.  
 

Pre-show meals available at The New Inn, Shipton Gorge. Tel 01308 337004 / 
897302. Raising funds for supplies for the new hall toilets 
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March 100 Club Draw results 
 

1st   121    £25 Nigel Fisher 
2nd      34    £10 Hilary Cunningham 
3rd     61    £5 Eddy Buck 

 

Congratulations to all winners 
 

Shipton Gorge Heritage 
 
Heritage Gin Club – The winner in the March draw was 
Doreen Rogers – well done Doreen. 
 

Saunders Richardson Wood 
 

Spring is definitely in the air – among the many birds 
singing away to attract mates, we have Tawny Owls 
calling.  The famous 'twit twoo' sound isn't made by one bird – it's made by two. 
The female tawny owl makes the sharp 'ke-wick' (twit) sound, while the male 
responds with a wavering 'hoo-hoo' (twoo). Believe we found a Sparrowhawk pellet 
– could clearly see bones from a small bird 
within it. Primroses are in bloom, Celandine 
carpet the wood floor, and Elf Cup fungus 
spotted. Some Bird Cherry saplings have been 
planted up in the wood by one of our members. 
If walking along Smacombe Lane you will see 
that the laid hedge is greening up.  We will 
open the Wood on Saturday 25th April at 
2.30pm. Bluebells should be showing by then, 
and we know that the nettles will need to be 
cleared from the tracks before they take hold.  
This is a members’ only event but we can sign 
you up on the day and there is no charge to join. 
 

Shipton Gorge Orchard 
 

The top border has been tidied and much of the Rosebay Willow Herb has been 
removed and the Buddleias have been pruned right back. Apologies that due to 
illness, we could not hold the pruning workshop this year – we do run this annually 
so look out for notices later on in the year. We will be in the Orchard on Monday 
13th April at 11.00am for another maintenance session. All Shipton Gorge 
residents are welcome, just come prepared with robust gardening gloves. As 
previously mentioned, the top border does need a bit of a refresh with more 
pollinator friendly plants put in - If anyone would like to volunteer to oversee this, 
please let us know – we just need some thoughts and ideas. 
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For those who are keen or naturally wake early, International Dawn Chorus Day 
this year is on 3rd May. 
 

If you are interested in supporting the charity in any way, please contact Anne 
Crowe on 07393 214635 or email annecrowe2016@hotmail.com 
 

Details as usual on our website: 
http://www.shiptongorge.org.uk/Shipton_Gorge_Heritage__16417.aspx 
and in the Shipton Gorge Diary https://www.shiptongorgediary.co.uk 
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St Mary’s Church 
 
The Annual Meeting will take place after the morning service on Sunday April 12th. 
It is an open meeting, though only those on the church’s Electoral Roll may vote. 
We are fortunate that Kathryn Brooks has taken over as Church Treasurer now 
that Freddie Spicer has stepped down. St. Mary’s is still in need of a Church 
Warden, a secretary and additional PCC members so if you feel you could take on 
any of these roles, we should be delighted to hear from you. 
 

Our main fundraising event for the year will be a Village Café on 5th September at 
LATCH………more details to come in due course. 
 

If you would like the church to be floodlit any day for a special occasion for £5, 
please contact John Vercoe (07973 781019) 
 

Litton Cheney Parish Council 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Tuesday 12th May. Beginning at 
7.00pm with the Parish Assembly, it is a time for local residents to catch up with 
their parish council, listen to the annual review, and seek answers to pressing 
local issues. 
 

 The Assembly will be followed by the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council. Please 
make the effort to attend – better still, get involved and become a parish 
councillor!  
 

Parish Plan 
 

Slowly but surely the required elements need to be in place, before the Parish 
Plan steering group begins its work, are coming together. More steering group 
members are required, but we hope to be in a position for the group to hold its 
inaugural meeting in April/May.  
 

If you would like to be part of deciding Litton’s future direction, then we would like 
to hear from you. Contact our Parish Clerk or Parish Councillors – contact details 
on the village website littoncheney.org.uk There will shortly be a leaflet drop – 
please respond positively. 
 

 
 
 

3 

 

Litton Cheney  
Village Correspondent: John Firrell     
email: jfirrell20@gmail.com    01308 482313       
Village web-site: www.littoncheney.org.uk 
 

Shipton Gorge  
Village Correspondent: Richard Hewlett 
Email: richardhewlett419@gmail.com   01308 787278    
Village web-site: www.shiptongorge.org.uk   
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What’s In a Name…. 
 

The name Litton means 'farmstead or settlement on the stream called Hlyde', 'the 
noisy one' (meaning loud stream, torrent) from Old English, the Cheney part of the 
village name came in the 14th century when the Cheney family became part 
owners of the manor. 
 

So, it should not be a surprise that when there is a sustained spell of rainfall that 
this will then emerge through the many springs that are dotted around the village. 
Water under pressure will find the path of least resistance and sometimes that 
means it may be on the carriageway, most notably on Main Street over Christmas 
and New Year and more recently between the entrance to Baglake and Hine’s 
Mead Lane. The blockage that caused the water to spill out on to the road on 
Main Street was an accumulation of debris in the underground water course, this 
debris is now just further down “stream” and needs removing.   
 

As for the water coming down from the spring at Baglake, that is an excess of 
surface water overloading the culvert, and unfortunately this is causing damage to 
the road surface. Dorset Council have looked at the issue a few times and the 
conclusion is that, until the water levels drop, they are unable to carry out repairs 
to the road surface. In the meantime, the council has placed “Road Closed” signs 
to avoid damage to vehicles from the raised manhole. So, please be aware, that if 
you chose to drive through the road closure and do damage your vehicle, then you 
do so at your own risk. Typically, the rainfall on the hillside takes around 3 months 
to drain away so repairs are going to be a while coming.    
 

 
Freddie & Diana Spicer 
 

On Sunday 1st March, the many local friends of Freddie & Diana Spicer came 
together at a bring and share lunch at LATCH. After thirty-five years of being an 
integral part of life in Litton Cheney, the Spicers are shortly due to depart to be 
near family in Wiltshire. It was a joyous occasion, albeit tinged with sadness, in 
celebration of their incredible contributions over the years that has benefitted the 
Parish Council, St Mary’s church, LATCH, BV Car Service, Litton Cheney Trust, 
Premier Crew, Bridport CAB, BVN distribution et al. Farewell gifts included Bride 
Valley Wines, two albums of memories, artwork from local artists, and a mystery 
gift yet to be determined. Thank you, Freddie & Diana, – you will be greatly 
missed! 
 

For those who missed the occasion, the three speeches that were given can be 
found on the village website – littoncheney.org.uk  
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The Great Litton Cheney Annual Duck Race – Sunday 5th April 12 
Noon in aid of Julia’s House 
 

Hi Everyone, Just to let you all know that the Annual Easter Sunday Charity Duck 
Race will take place on Sunday April 5th. We will be selling ducks from 10.30am at 
the start line opposite Fry’s Yard, ready for the off at 12.00noon. If you would like 
to be super organised, Andy and Liz at the White Horse will be selling ducks during 
the week before the big day, Saturday 28th March - Thursday 2nd April. There will 
be a BBQ at the pub with live music for post-race refreshments, weather 
dependent, 11.30am-2.00pm. 
 

Really hope to see you all there!             Ralph, Sam, Liz and Andy 
 

Bride Valley Films at Litton Cheney Village Hall.  
 

Due to a delay in the release date for the DVD, the date for The Choral 
screening has been delayed. It will now be shown on... 
 

THURSDAY 30th APRIL:  THE CHORAL ‘poignant and funny with excellent 
music’ 
 

As WW1 rages on, the Choral Society in a small English town has lost most of its 
men to the army. The Choral’s committee is determined to press ahead with new 
recruits. They engage a driven new chorus master, Dr. Henry Guthrie – recently 
returned from a career in Germany. As conscription papers start to arrive, the 
community discovers that the best response to the war is to make music together. 
Starring Ralph Fiennes and Roger Allam. Written by Alan Bennett.  
1hr. 40”  Cert.TBA. Doors Open: 7.00pm. Films start 7.30pm. TICKETS: £6.00 
(to include a glass of wine) Tickets in advance from: Sally Dyke 482752, 
Elizabeth Kingston 482162, Bella Spurrier 482367 or on the door. (All nos. 
01308) 

Freddie & Diana Spicer 
On Sunday 1st March, the many local friends of Freddie & Diana Spicer came together at a 
bring and share lunch at LATCH. After thirty five years of being an integral part of life in Litton 
Cheney, the Spicers are shortly due to depart to be near family in Wiltshire. It was a joyous 
occasion, albeit tinged with sadness, in celebration of their incredible contributions over the 
years that has benefitted the Parish Council, St Mary’s church, LATCH, BV Car Service, Litton 
Cheney Trust, Premier Crew, Bridport CAB, BVN distribution et al. Farewell gifts included Bride 
Valley Wines, two albums of memories, artwork from local artists, and a mystery gift yet to be 
determined. Thank you Freddie & Diana – you will be greatly missed! 
 
For those who missed the occasion, the three speeches that were given can be found on the 
village website – littoncheney.org.uk  
 
What’s on at Litton and Thorner’s Community Hall (LATCH) in April 
REGULAR EVENTS 
Tuesdays 4.45 – 5.45pm Short Mat Bowls (Ron Davidson  482661)  
Wednesdays 4.45 – 5.45pm 

7.00pm 
Table Tennis  (Paul Kingston 482162) 
Yoga with Jane (Jane Hutchins 07882 527697)  

Thursdays 9.15 – 11.15am First Steps Toddlers (fortnightly, term time only) 
OTHER EVENTS 
Thursday 9th 6.45 - 9.00pm BV W.I. Craft evening in Meeting Room 
Sunday 26th 10.00am Yoga with Nadiya 
Sunday 26th 4.00pm Community Church 
Thursday 30th Doors open 7.00 Film Night “The Choral”  starts 7.30pm 
 
Village Cafés: The hall is available for hire free of charge on Saturday mornings for a Café to 
raise funds for any group. It’s a good social event for the community and always popular. 
Hall Bookings/viewings:  Wendy Firrell 01308 482532  wtlitton@gmail.com 
 

 
The Great Litton Cheney Annual Duck Race – Sunday 5th April 12 Noon in aid of Julia’s 
House 
Hi Everyone, 
Just to let you all know that the Annual Easter Sunday Charity Duck Race will take place on 
Sunday April 5 th. We will be selling ducks from 10.30 am at the start line opposite Fry’s Yard, 
ready for the off at 12 midday. If you would like to be super organised, Andy and Liz at the 
White Horse will be selling ducks during the week before the big day, Saturday 28 th March - 
Thursday 2nd April. There will be a BBQ at the pub with live music for post race refreshments, 
weather dependent, 11.30am - 2pm. 
 
Really hope to see you all there!             Ralph, Sam, Liz and Andy 
 
BRIDE VALLEY FILMS at Litton Cheney Village Hall.  
 
Due to a delay in the release date for the DVD, the date for The Choral screening has been 
delayed. It will now be shown on... 
 
THURSDAY 30th APRIL  THE CHORAL ‘poignant and funny with excellent music’ 
As WW1 rages on, the Choral Society in a small English town has lost most of its men to the 
army. The Choral’s committee is determined to press ahead with new recruits. They engage a 
driven new chorus master, Dr. Henry Guthrie – recently returned from a career in Germany. As 
conscription papers start to arrive, the community discovers that the best response to the war 
is to make music together. Starring Ralph Fiennes and Roger Allam. Written by Alan Bennett.  
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The White Horse 
 

With the appearance of lovely crocuses and daffodils in the tubs and the odd 
sunny day here and there, the White Horse is gearing up for Spring and welcoming 
customers to the garden!  Our regular Sunday afternoon music is well underway 
and will continue every week at 4.00pm, so what better way to chill out for a 
couple of hours after a busy weekend?  
 

We have some great music coming up! Easter is quite early this year and the Duck 
Race is going ahead as usual on Sunday, 5th April at 12.00noon. ‘Ducks’ will be on 
sale in the pub from Saturday, 28th March until Thursday, 2nd April then from Fry’s 
Yard on the day. There will be a BBQ (indoor or out weather depending) and, on 
that day only, a band at 1.00pm! Open Easter Monday 12.00noon-7.00pm with a 
simple menu from 12-30pm and live music at 4.00pm.  
 

Don’t forget St George’s Day on 23rd April with evening Full English Breakfasts and 
English Rock with the very talented Mark Davis (booking would be appreciated). 
Normal service continues as we go along with fortnightly Snowball Quizzes 
alternate Tuesdays until the end of June and Friday Night Fish ‘n Chips, Happy 
Hour and Meat Draw. We hope to see you at some or all of the above. Our 
continued thanks for your valued custom.   Andy and Liz   
 

Artsreach Shows 
 

For the time being at least, Artsreach are restricting their productions in the village 
to children’s events, the next one being in September. We owe a huge debt of 
gratitude to Patricia Charlton, ably assisted by Sue Overton, husband David and a 
valiant band of helpers who have over the years brought some wonderful acts to 
the hall, finishing with a flourish with Canadian pianist Sarah Hagen in March. At 
that event Patricia was presented with not one, but two floral gifts in recognition of 
her enormous efforts to bring culture to Litton and the Bride Valley.  
 

Be Aware! 
Changes to the Dogs (Protection of Livestock) Act are being put in place from 
Wednesday 18th March 2026. 
These changes will include: 

An introduction of unlimited fines for owners whose dogs attack or "worry" 
(chase, panic, or injure) sheep and other livestock.  

Police will gain stronger powers to seize dogs, take DNA samples, and enter 
premises. 

The law now includes alpacas, llamas, along with incidents that take place on 
roads and paths. 
We hope this new update will prevent attacks on livestock in the future,  
 

Remember when walking around livestock, always keep your dog on a lead. 
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Coffee Morning At Swyre Church 
Saturday 4th April 10.30am To Noon 
 

Tea, coffee, cake and raffle. This event is for all members of our local community. 
Everyone is most welcome to join us and we hope to see you there.  
 
Swyre Church Garden Angels  
Saturday 18th April 
 

We would love some help to tidy the churchyard in Swyre on the morning of 18th 
April. Everyone is welcome. If you bring your own tools and protective gear, we will 
provide tea and coffee and cake.  
Starts at 9.30am but come any time to suit. 
Best wishes from the friends of Holy Trinity Church 
 

Puncknowle, Swyre and West Bexington Village Hall 100 Club 
 

February results 
 

1st   Sarah Turner 
2nd  Caroline Cox 

 
 
 
Puncknowle Village Hall 
 

The Village Hall is available for hire for private functions and events.   It is fully 
equipped for catering and has two table tennis tables. Hourly rates are £6 per 
hour – for individuals, organisations and clubs within the parish of Puncknowle, 
Swyre and West Bexington or £7 per hour for those outside of the parish. To make 
a booking contact Liz Slater, 07977 413625, or email liz@ruddle.org.uk  
OR Jill Neill, 01308 897479  or email jill.neill@live.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Puncknowle, Swyre & West Bexington 
Village Correspondents:   
Elizabeth Slater (Puncknowle) 
Puncknowle. mail: liz@ruddle.org.uk    01308 897751 
 

Jill Neill (Swyre & West Bexington)  
email: Jill.neill@live.co.uk     01308 897479 
 

Village websites:   www.https://puncknowle-swyre-pc.gov.uk  
                               www.swyre.org.uk      www.westbexington.org.uk   
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 FROM THE CLERGY 

Last month two people offered me their views on the state of the world. They were rather different from the usual, ‘I don’t know what the world is coming
to!’.

One said, ‘The world is getting better and better, and look now at the wonderful prospect of peace and co-operation in Northern Ireland’. The other said,
‘There are so many troubled people in the world. We must help wherever we can, and always have the troubled in our prayers’.

The Þrst comment was an echo of one I heard from a priest many years ago. He said, ‘It’s not, "Whatever is the world coming to?", but rather, "Look what
the world is coming from"’.

As we enter the year 2000 we are aware of the progress of the human race. We have come a long way from the Dark Ages. We have passed through the
Middle Ages and the Renaissance, and have long entered the ‘Age of Enlightenment’. Yet there are living today many millions people without those
simplest requirements of food, clean water, shelter and education, and a peaceful existence, never mind ‘enlightenment’.

Christianity has been with us for 2000 years. Its history is chequered. It has an enormous amount of which to be proud, and much for which to be penitent.
In spite of the bad things in the practice of the faith, there is nothing wrong with God, Jesus Christ or Christianity. Christians, like people of all faiths and
none, are basically fallible human beings. We all have a built-in failure factor. Thankfully we all have a built-in optimism factor, too.

As we enter this new millennium, among the jolliÞcations pause to consider. Give thanks for the coming of God as Man into the world he created; for 2000
years of Christianity; for God’s achievement in men and women over the centuries. Then consider how things might be improved. What can you do to
further the growth and happiness of individuals and nations? Perhaps somewhere in all that there may be a personal very special New Year’s resolution for
a very special year.

In the name of Jesus Christ, whose birthday we continue to celebrate, I send greetings and very best wishes to all our readers.

John Atkinson

Return to Index

Church Calendar - January 2000
1 The Naming & Circumcision of Jesus. Luke 2, v.15-21.

2 The Second Sunday of Christmas.

Basil the Great and Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishops, Teachers, 379 & 389.

6 The Epiphany. Matthew 2, v.1-12.

9 The Baptism of Christ.(First Sunday of Epiphany). Mark 1, v.4-11.

10 William Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1645.

11 Mary Slessor, Missionary in West Africa, 1915.

12 Aelred of Hexham, Abbot of Rievaulx, 1167.

13 Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers, Teacher, 367.

16 The Second Sunday of Epiphany.

17 Antony of Egypt, Hermit, Abbot, 356.

18 The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity - until 25th.

19 Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester, 1095.

20 Richard Rolle of Hampole, Spiritual Writer, 1349.

21 Agnes, Child-Martyr at Rome, 304.

22 Vincent of Saragossa, Deacon,First Martyr of Spain, 304.

23 The Third Sunday of Epiphany.

24 Francis de Sales, Bishop of Geneva, Teacher, 1622.

25 The Conversion of Paul. Acts 9, v.1-22.

26 Timothy and Titus, Companions of Paul.Timothy 2, v.1-8.

28 Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Philosopher, Teacher, 1274.

30 The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany.

Charles 1, King and Martyr, 1649.
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Valley Notes
 

 

The Millennium and the Bells (East End of the Valley) The Millennium Celebrations at and around Litton Cheney, in which our bellringers are playing
(ringing?) such a vital part run something like this:

New Year's Eve: The Old Year rung out and the Millennial Year in (circa 11.30p.m....)

New Year's Day: The Litton Cheney bells will be rung from 11.45 a.m. for between 15 and 30 minutes, in line with many churches throughout the world.
There then will be a short Service in Church to which all are most welcome, and this will follow the order entitled "Celebration 2000", put together by The
Open Churches Trust. To conÞrm:

THE 2000 SERVICE --- 12 NOON (APPROX) --- LITTON CHENEY --- JAN. 1st!

THE 2000 SERVICE --- 12 NOON (APPROX) --- PUNCKNOWLE --- JAN. 1st! Anthony Ashwell

 

FURTHER CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS a Pre-Lent Discussion Series. The stories surrounding the Nativity charm, even bring us to our knees, Christmas
after Christmas. But they are so much more than just stories; within them lie truths and challenges for every Millennium. The following is the programme
we are proposing. Everyone is most welcome to join us:

1.Angels - then and now.

January 12th at WestÞeld, Shipton La., B.Bradstock (897445)

January l9th at 5 Malters Cottages, Litton Cheney ( 482483 )

2. The supportive family.

January 26th at 3, Charles Rd., B. Bradstock (897215)

February 2nd at 8 Coombes Close, Litton Cheney ( 482315 )

3. The signiÞcance of the shepherds.

February 9th at Fir Tree Cottage, Shipton Gorge (897610)

February 16th at 11 Barges Close, Litton Cheney ( 482598 )

4. Astrologers in the Gospel

February 23rd at Casterbridge, Annings La., B.Bradstock (897408) March lst at The Rectory, Litton Cheney ( 482302 )

All these discussion groups commence at 7.30 pm with coffee and should Þnish in time for "home" at 9.15 pm.

Anthony Ashwell

Burton Bradstock School

Struggling with a Tizer overdose and picking through the wreckage of my lounge following the family New Year party, I kick over a tin of fortune cookies.
Lurching over to the kitchen table I down three Alka Seltzers, and break the Þrst cookie.

In February 2000 'Turn Towards (a better future), the school Millennium song reaches No. 1 in the charts only to be knocked off the top spot the following
week by Cliff Richard's new single, 'The Prayer of St Francis' sung to the tune of Rolf Harris' 'Tie me Kangaroo Down'. Intrigued by this revelation I break
another with mounting excitement.

In June the Government announces the logical extension of the school league tables. Heads are to be replaced by Managers and schools can be promoted or
relegated at the end of the season according to their position. Staff shall henceforth be known as trainers and sponsors clamour to get their brand name on
school sweatshirts. Snap! Crumbs ßy, another paper twist unrolls..

July sees the ofÞcial opening of the villages' own (canvas) Millennium Dome. Visitors pour in to marvel at the… er… chairs…walls…stage… spirit zone
(The Dove's mobile bar). Burton Academicals (as the school is now known) choir perform their latest song 'I'm a little teapot' to the tune of 'Glory, Glory,
Man. United.' September brings another imaginative Government initiative that provides thousands of extra pounds for its cash starved schools. The plan is
devastatingly simple. All school buildings are sold to companies such as Smiths Crisps, Times Newspaper Group, K.P. and McVities who use the premises
to manufacture squillions of bags of crisps, newspapers etc… with tokens. Parents collect the tokens to exchange for computers, books, pencils, paper and
other luxuries. A small hiccup in the plan is discovered when staff, sorry - trainers, realise that they have nowhere to educate the children. Burton's
Millennium Tent suddenly Þnds a 'raison d' etre.'

In November the Government, hard on the heels of Literacy and Numeracy hour is forced to introduce 'Consumeracy Hour' as parents fail to respond to
September's 'token' initiative. Families are encouraged to spend an hour after school each day stufÞng their faces with cheerios, crisps and hula hoops
while reading 'The Express' from cover to cover. Many thousand die of new disease 'Consumerus Overloadus'.

December sees Burton Academicals promoted to Division 1 of the Tesco League. Celebrations are tempered by the news that the school will have to
relocate to the Millennium Dome in London, along with all other schools in a bold Government attempt to cut costs and 'rationalise' the Education System.

Oh, fortune cookies are a load of nonsense….aren't they?

A warm welcome to Jack Bragg who joins us in Class 1 after the New Year.

A happy New Year to you all.

David Powell

100 club winners November

£20 Mrs J. Wyatt

£10 Mrs Bolt

£5 Mrs Follett

( Thank you, David, for your Millennial predictions. We look forward to your review, in December, of the year 2000 with great anticipation. Ed.!)

Please see STOP PRESS for the report from Thorner's School

BRIDE VALLEY SCOUT GROUP

It's been a very successful year. We have won four District events, two football competitions, a swimming gala and the West Bay Challenge and have
increased our numbers. We now have enrolled some girls in our Scout section and there are a few vacancies for six and seven year olds in the Beaver
section and a waiting-list for those not yet old enough. The Butlins trip was enjoyed by over sixty people, our bonÞre evening was well attended and we
are having a Christmas party in the WI hall in December. On 23rd January we shall be attending the 11.00 a.m. service at Burton Bradstock church, in
uniform. By the time you read this we shall know whether our planning application has been successful. Finally, many thanks to all the Leaders for their
magniÞcent efforts over the past year and also to all those parents who helped at our events.

Pat Tucker. Group Scout Leader.

THE BRIDE VALLEY POPPY APPEAL

I am pleased to report another record breaking year. The latest Þgure for House to House, Church collections and static points around our Valley is
£1,954.63, up 4.5% on last year. Well done all of you who gave so generously and special thanks to my dedicated band of Collectors who worked so hard.
This Þgure does not include the cheque I received from the Women's Section of £510.51 as a result of the St. Swithin's Band Concert and Coffee morning
at the Burton Bradstock W.l. Hall. Your efforts, ladies, are deeply appreciated by the Legion, thank you so much.

The Poppy Appeal is the main source of revenue for the Legion's Benevolent Fund. All the money you have given, less the cost of the Appeal, goes in this
Fund and is used for the purpose it is donated, to help others! Each year more and more people come to the Legion for help and each year that help costs
more to provide. Daily we see and read of young Service men and women employed upon world peace keeping duties, and this means that there will
always be a need to provide help for them and their dependants, when they themselves no longer can. Thanks again to all of you for your support.

John Ivall Bride Valley Poppy Appeal Organiser

 

Bride Valley Gardening Club

The next meeting will take place on Monday, 10th January at 7.30 p.m. It will consist of an illustrated slide show prepared by Colin Varndell to
commemorate the new millennium, and is entitled 'Old Favourites Spanning 25 Years'. The venue, as usual, will be Thorner's School, Litton Cheney. We
also propose celebrating with a few bubbles!

John Rowlands
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BURTON BRADSTOCK 
Village Correspondent Mr Basil Dent

2, Norburton, Burton Bradstock. Tel:- (01308) 897125

Mid Week Worship -

Holy Communion Wednesdays at 10.00 a.m. followed by coffee in the Rectory

Choir Practices Fridays at 6.00 p.m.

Gift Sunday January 23rd Bride Valley Scout Group

 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Funeral 15th November Bryan E. G. Chapman

Burial of Ashes 20th November Bryan E. G. Chapman

The next Tiny Tots / Pram Service will be held on Friday 4th February. Please note that there will be no Tiny Tots service in January.

The next Healing Services at St Mary’s will be held on Wednesdays 5th January and 9th February at 7 pm. The Lent Course will be taking place on the
Wednesdays in Lent, so Healing Services will be on Mondays 13th March and 10th April, then Wednesday 3rd May.

New Year’s Eve. On 31st December 1999 St Mary’s Church will be open from 11.15 to 11.45 pm for a half-hour New Year’s Eve Service - very informal,
a time largely for quiet reßection.

JANUARY 1st 2000 After the ringing of St Mary’s bells at 12 noon, there will be a short New Millennium Service starting around 12.10 pm.

 

The Parochial Church Council next meets on Monday 17th January in church at 7.00 pm.

Organist / Choirmaster/mistress We still seek a successor to Jim Wilmot. If any reader can put us in touch with a suitable person, or if you have recently
moved to the Valley or nearby and may be interested, please let me know.

In the meantime, we are taking up some local organists’ and pianists’ kind offers to help us out temporarily. We are very grateful to them.

John Atkinson

 

 

 

THE CHURCH BOOKSTALL St Mary's, Burton Bradstock

If you browse among the books and cards on the newly replenished bookstall you will Þnd the following ...

The Case Against God by Gerald Priestland (£2.75). Maybe you think there isn't one? Read this book and you'll soon see what the author is getting at ...
a moving account of the way which many different people approach God.

The Path of Peace by Norman Warren (99p) These reßections on one of the best loved psalms explore the Twenty Third afresh and bring a message of
hope and new life to today's reader.

Broken Windows Broken Lives by Adrian Plass (Special price of £2.99). This story tells of the gulf between dream and reality when an out of work
actor becomes a housemaster in a residential school for "maladjusted" boys. His happy expectation of a starring roll as a modern Dr Barnardo surrounded
by beautiful and grateful children is well out of line. Told with Adrian Plass' usual brand of humour this story is a gripping read.

The Lion Concise Bible Handbook (£7.99).This excellent paperback is crammed with information presented in a simple and interesting way. Part One
sets the Bible in context, while parts Two and Three go through the Old and New Testaments, section by section. As you ßip through you will see that the
information is presented in an accessible way for easy reading.

A varied selection ... come and see for yourself

Sheila Spencer-Smith (898012)

 

 

MILLENNIUM CELEBRATIONS

REMINDER NEW YEAR'S EVE: bonÞre ( beacon ) will be lit at 5.00 pm and extinguished at 7.00 pm at the top of Cliff Road, Burton Bradstock. Please
bring your children and come and try and spot other bonÞres along the coast or inland. At 11.30 pm the W.I. Hall will be open and a welcoming glass of
punch waiting for you. Music will be provided by George Hirst on his accordion. Towards midnight we will go onto The Green when at midnight the
Beacon will be lit to the background of St Mary's bells.

 

 

 

  The Bells of St. Mary's 

When you hear the bells ringing have you ever paused to consider, not the sound, but the bells themselves? How many are there? Are they very large? How
old are they?

At St. Mary's we have six bells. Our two heaviest bells are the oldest and were cast in 1615 and 1616 by the Purdue family at Closworth, which is a small
village just into Somerset and not very far from Yeovil. Though repairs were carried out in 1928 and again in 1994 these two bells are still very much as
they were originally cast, and have been rung for worship, and on occasions of rejoicing and sorrow, for the best part of 400 years. They weigh 8 cwt. and
10 cwt. respectively, measure approx 3 ft. across the mouth of the bow, and stand about the same high. That's quite a lot of metal.

The 4th was also made by the Purdues, in 1651, but in a subsequent overhaul it was found to be untunable and had to be recast. The next to be added was
the 2nd, but not until over a hundred years later, in 1762. By then the Closworth foundry was being worked by James Smith, whose name appears on the
bell, and Thomas Roskelly. This bell also had to be recast in 1928. The 3rd was made in 1800 by another famous bell founding family, the Bilbies of
Cullompton. And the Þnal addition was made in 1928 when the treble was cast by Mears & Stainbank, now known as The Whitechapel Bell Foundry Ltd.

All in all we have quite a historic ring, the youngest bells already having given 70 years' service. It stretches the imagination to try to picture the ringers
through the centuries up there in that same ringing chamber that we stand in today. Of course they were not able to ring and control the bells in quite the
same way as we can now, but that is another story.

Though the weights of the bells may sound impressive, great strength is not a requirement for ringing. It is more of a knack than an exercise of strength.
Should anyone be interested in trying their hand they should contact Basil Dent for further information.

Jane Stubbs

      

 

BURTON BRADSTOCK WI

Who would think that such a happy Christmas atmosphere could be generated in mid-November? We've proved it can. This year our Christmas Lunch at
Highland End took place on 18th November and members and guests enjoyed themselves in the traditional way. Also in November we broke with tradition
and held a Victorian Afternoon on the twenty seventh of the month instead of the usual Christmas Fair. The WI Hall, decked with greenery and tastefully
decorated in the style of the last century, drew enthusiastic crowds. Everyone was welcomed by President Wendy Green and other Victorian ladies all
dressed in their best costumes complete with fetching lacy headgear. Decorated baskets of goodies were for sale, as were Christmas decorations, cakes and
produce and plenty of other items. Christmas hampers were rafßed. For refreshment there were mincepies and mulled wine. A truly successful afternoon.

After the Group Carol Service at Walditch on the 9th our December meeting on the 14th continues the seasonal theme with a talk and demonstration on
table decorations.

Sheila Spencer-Smith

Unveiling of the Burton Bradstock Millennium Tapestry

The Burton Bradstock Millennium Tapestry is now securely in position on the Library wall, shrouded from view until the ofÞcial unveiling. This will take
place on Wednesday 12th January at 3.00 p.m. when it will be handed over to the Parish Council in front of the Millennium Committee, local Councillors
and some of the helpers.

Due to limited space, it has not been possible to invite all those involved in producing the tapestry and so representatives have been chosen by ballot. After
the ceremony the Library will be open from 4.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. when everyone is welcome to come and view the work over a cup of tea.

CHARITY JAZZ NIGHT

On Saturday December 4th we all enjoyed a fabulous early Christmas Party night dancing to the Granada Jazz Band. A big " thank you" to all those who
supported us so generously and a very special "thank you" to those of you who donated some splendid tombola prizes. We raised with your help a very
worthwhile £440.00 for the Marie Curie Nursing Service.

For your Year 2000 Diary please make a note of a big event we are planning on Saturday July 8th, a Masked Ball in the Millennium Marquee. Full details
later in the year.

Thank you again for your support in our Fund Raising events held in the 90's.

Andrea Wilkinson and Barbara Ivall Co-Organisers.

 

Burton Bradstock Village Society.

On one of the coldest evenings of the approaching winter, 60 members attended the November meeting of the Burton Bradstock Village Society, at which
Mr. Colin Barham gave an entertaining talk about the Kentish Hop Gardens. He illustrated his talk with slides, and anecdotes drawn from his mother's
memories of being taken 'hopping", along with thousands of other London families, in the early years of this century.

The January Meeting will be held on Friday 14th, when MP Colin Varndell will give a slide show entitled "Personal Favourites to Celebrate the
Millennium".

Jane Stubbs

Bryan Chapman

We would like to express our thanks to all Dorn and Bryan's friends in Burton Bradstock who provided so much help and support through Bryan's Þnal
illness, and whose care and concern have helped us in the days and weeks since his death in early November.

We shall always remember how packed the church was for his funeral, and how John Atkinson along with friends from the village helped make the service
a true celebration of Bryan's life. It was an occasion that Bryan himself would have thoroughly enjoyed.

Our thanks go as well to all those who contributed to our appeal for a Datascope to help the nursing staff at Langdon Ward of Bridport Community
Hospital who looked after Bryan with such dedication.

I know that Dorn will continue to appreciate over the coming months the friendship of all the many kind people who have made her feel so much a part of
life in Burton Bradstock.

Dorn and Ian Chapman and family

The Children's Society

Sincere thanks to all the box holders for handing these in. This enabled us to send a total of £312.02 to the Society. Thank you too for holding the boxes for
the coming year. The Gift Day in church on Sunday 21st November raised a further £69.43 for the Society. Many thanks to all those who helped to raise
this total.

Greta Heal
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SWYRE 
Village Correspondent: Mrs.Gilly Doar

Paddock Lodge Swyre

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the normal pattern of Church Services on the 1st and 3rd Sundays will be reversed, and we hope this will
remain the pattern for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 6.30 p.m. Evensong

3rd " " " 11.00 a.m. Parish Communion

Please note, however, that we begin by immediately making an exception! (see below)

Songs Of Praise. Instead of the 6.30 p.m. Evensong which should be happening on January 2nd, we will be having a Songs of Praise Service at 3.00 p.m.
At this, we will be singing in (again?) the Millennium with some traditional, but now not so often sung, Christmas Carols. These include "God rest ye
merry gentlemen" and "Good King Wenceslas". What a good way to remove any millennial celebration cobwebs! To conÞrm: SUNDAY 2ND JANUARY-
--CAROLS OF PRAISE---3.00 O’CLOCK

Anthony Ashwell

 

We wish everyone in the Bride Valley a Happy New Year.

Welcome to Wendy and Paul Pritchard who have come to live at Swyre Cross.

Holy Trinity Swyre

A beautiful red altar frontal with matching lectern cloth and offertory bag were dedicated at Evensong on Sunday 21 November. The frontal and lectern
cloth were rnade by Mrs Vera Hirst, Mrs Anna Lovell helped with the design. The offertory bag was made by Mrs Deborah Wordsworth. The funding was
from the Trinity weekend held in May. The blue tower curtains, a gift to the church nine years ago, were also dedicated at the service.

Mrs Vera Howard

Swyre Parish Meeting

The Millennium map: It was decided by the Parish meeting that a high deÞnition transparency would be taken of the completed map and all reproductive
work will be produced from this transparency. The original map will be stored at the Public Records OfÞce at Dorchester where it will be available for
viewing. The map will remain in the ownership of the village.

Millennium Spoons: A survey of the children in the village has been undertaken and a silver plated spoon will be given to each child to mark the
Millennium. The village is grateful to an anonymous donor for the funds to purchase the spoons. When the Parish Map is unveiled after the winter, when
hopefully the weather will be more clement, the spoons will be presented to the children. It was thought that the children would have many gifts at
Christmas time and that the spoon would be a more special gift later in the year.

Policing in the Valley: Police Constable Jeff Barker who has a special responsibility for our village spoke at the Parish Meeting. He introduced himself
and explained that he and two other constables, Dave Bird and Dave Nash were the three ofÞcers responsible for our area. He urged villagers to report any
suspicious incidents, saying that the ofÞcers would rather be called and not Þnd a problem, than not to be alerted to a potential incident. He suggested as an
alternative to ringing 999 for an emergency, or if a suspicious incident was taking place, telephone number 01305 251212 could be used, with a request to
speak to the control room. The number is manned 24 hours a day.

Precept: The precept for the year 2000/2001 was set at the reduced amount of two hundred pounds.
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Mrs M. Marshall

 PUNCKNOWLE & WEST BEXINGTON
Village Correspondent: Mrs Dorothy Barlow

Collingbourne, Hoopers Lane, Puncknowle

Telephone: (01308) 897761

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church has a new pattern of worship which we hope will stay in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

2nd ditto 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion

3rd ditto 11.00 a.m. Matins

4th ditto 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

5th Sunday Services will remain ßexible, and in a relevant month the time can be found either in The B.V.N. or on the previous week’s pewsheet.

( This January’s 5th Sunday Service, on the 30th, will be a Parish Communion at 9.30 a.m.)

The major change is the moving of the Family Service to the Þrst Sunday where it will not clash with the Sunday Club.

"Millennium Services"

A "Millennium Service" will be held on 1st January(!) at 12 noon or soon after, to accommodate the millennial bells. The service will last about 20 minutes
and everybody is most welcome.

Our "Sunday Millennium Service" will be a (Family) Service for all ages and will be at 9.30 a.m. on January 2nd. We encourage everybody to bring to
Church something which reminds them of the unchanging message of Christmas.

Anthony Ashwell

The Village Social Evening

At our December meeting Richard Edmonds gave an enthralling talk, accompanied by excellent slides, on the Dorset Jurassic Coast from East Devon to
beyond Kimmeridge. There will be NO MEETING in January, but do come on 3rd February at 7.30pm in the Hall, when Arthur Pearce, who has just come
back from Australia, will talk and show slides on Australian Aboriginal Art and rock paintings. Everyone is welcome.

Return to Index

 LITTON CHENEY Village Correspondents: Mr & Mrs. N.Gardener 1 Rose Cottages, Litton Cheney Tel: ( 01308 )
482323

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church has a new Pattern of Worship, which we hope will stay in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 11.00 a.m. Parish Communion

2nd " " 11.00 a.m. Matins

3rd " " 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

4th " " 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

5th Sunday Services will remain ßexible, and in a relevant month the time can be found either in The B.V.N. or on the previous week’s pewsheet. (This
January’s 5th Sunday Service on the 30th will be an Evensong at 6.30 p.m.)

The "Millennium Service" will be held on 1st January(!) at 12 noon or soon after, to accommodate the millennial bells. The service will last about 20
minutes and everybody is most welcome.

The Day After Christmas is both St. Stephen’s Day and a Sunday. We will be having a said traditional Holy Communion Service at 9.30 a.m.-the only
Service on this day for the east end of the Valley.

Anthony Ashwell

Due to a very early going-to-press date this month village news is thin on the ground and we have no information or news to pass on to readers of the
BVN. However, as your village correspondents, we wish you a very happy Christmas and every good wish for the future millennium celebrations and the
year to come.

Norman & Mollie Gardener

***************************STOP PRESS**************************

Thorner’s School, Litton Cheney

Lots of people will have made new year resolutions….. but how many people have kept them? We all tend to have good intentions, but reality is different.
My resolution is to unpack and not live out of boxes. During the last term I was never sure where I was and what was mine. Renting a share of a house in
Portland and most of my belongings were still in Bristol meant that I had to plan well in advance if I wanted something particular, as my trips to Bristol
were not frequent or regular. So this year will be the year when I start putting my roots down and hopefully will really feel part of Bridport and Dorset. It
has given me a fresh appreciation of what it must be like for a child coming into school for the Þrst time, or for those parents who are not comfortable
when entering school, especially if they had an unhappy experience. It can be quite daunting to tackle something new but with the support of family and
friends it can be eased. I hope that we at Thorner’s can give that support to present community members and extend it to the new members of our villages
of which there are quite a few. I was surprised to be introduced to a number of people during the run up to Christmas, who have left the area but still feel
that they have connections here and are made welcome on their return to see ‘old’ friends. I have certainly been very lucky to have had so many people
who were willing to give help and advice….I am sure that the staff are fed up with me asking ‘Where is that? North, south, east or west of here?’ I am
pleased to say that they never once resorted to pulling out a map and pointing but were always willing to talk it through. Thank you for that. I also hope
that I am now able to Þnd my way around without getting lost too often.

This term class 4 are working with Burton Bradstock and Loders schools and an artist on a digital arts project. The children are aiming to make use of
camcorders, computers and digital cameras, learning better techniques and hopefully by the end of term we will have a web page to show for all the effort.
The children will collaborate at different stages and will pass on knowledge that they have gained to others within school. So keep watching for
information on how to access this material.

While practising for our Christmas production we were often at a loss for a musician to accompany us. We do have a member of staff who can play but
unfortunately she only works for half the week. Rehearsals at the start of the week were Þne, we had Mrs Hooper, we had music; but at the end of the
week, we tried hard, we knew the words, we made a noise (not always very tuneful especially with me leading!). I was wondering if there is someone
locally who could play the piano or keyboard for us at such times, maybe a retired person who enjoys playing and could volunteer to help us in our hour of
need on occasions. We would be very grateful. Please get in touch.

100 club winners: Carol Randall £15 and

Mr Pinkett £10

Alison Johnstone Headteacher.
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 LONG BREDY Village Correspondents: Mr & Mrs Patrick Frost Bridelands

Tel ( 01308 ) 482269

Church Service Times Starting this month, the normal pattern of Church Services will be reversed and the Family Service will move to the earlier time of
9.30 a.m. We hope that this new pattern will remain in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

3rd Sunday ................. 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

All Bride Valley Church Family Services are now at 9.30 a.m.

The Holy Communion Service on 2nd January will as usual follow the traditional rite, and it will be a most appropriate way of bringing the old into the
new. Anthony Ashwell

 

Poppy Appeal. The sale of poppies prior to Remembrance Sunday brought in the sum of £87.30, for which the local Bride Valley organiser has said a very
big "thank you".

Neuro-Surgery. The parents and grandparents of Kieran Mulhall, born on the 3rd August, are most grateful for the prayers and messages of good will
which they have received during the time that Kieran has spent in Southampton Hospital. His condition was such that a course of neuro-surgery started at
the tender age of 10 weeks. It is pleasing to report that he was discharged from Southampton during the Þrst week in December.

Christingle Service. The Church was seasonally decorated for the Christingle Service held on the 5th December. A strong team of helpers had prepared
the candles during the previous day, the materials for which had been donated by Mrs. Pamela Coe, in memory of her late husband. The Village Singers
were also in attendance, and the Lullaby they sang after the children had lit their candles made a most moving impression. Many thanks to all who had
helped in any way. The collection, in aid of the Children's Society, amounted to £120.53.

A Happy New Year to you all!
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LITTLEBREDY 
Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church Services on the 2nd and 4th Sundays will both now be at 9.30 a.m., and this should remain the
pattern for at least the next 2 years.

2nd Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

4th Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

With Long Bredy also moving its Family Service to 9.30 a.m., this means that all Valley Family Services now begin at 9.30 a.m.

Anthony Ashwell

LITTLEBREDY NOTES.

Two welcomes to stress this month: Þrstly to young Edmund Shackleton, who was born at Top Parts on the 16th November, just too late for inclusion in
last month's notes. Belatedly but cordially, therefore, we extend all congratulations to Jasper and Jo, and we wish all three of them great happiness together.

Secondly, welcome also to Simon and Siobhan Baxter, who, with young Nathan and Kieran, are moving into Spring Cottage. The observant will have
noticed lights ablaze as decorations get under way, and we wish the family well in their new home.

The meeting scheduled to discuss the future of the Village Hall will take place in the second half of February, so please look out for an exact date in next
month's BVN. As for venue, Chris and Judy Yates have agreed to host it in Gardens Cottage, so we say thank you to them.

We also say congratulations to Chris, who has been elected to the Daffodil and Tulip Committee of the Royal Horticultural Society. This is a high honour
in the horticultural world, and one which those who know their expertise and work here and elsewhere will know is well deserved.

Congratulations too to Rachel Hallett, whose graduation ceremony as B.Sc.(Hons) in Geography took place at Plymouth University in December.

Finally, of course, it is too late for Christmas greetings in this magazine, but not too late to extend to all readers, within Littlebredy and further aÞeld, all
very best wishes for happiness and fulÞlment in 2000 and beyond.
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SHIPTON GORGE  Village Correspondent: Mrs.Joy White Eastcote 3 Gullivers Orchard Shipton Gorge
Tel(01308)897974

JANUARY 1st 2000 After the ringing of St Martin’s bells at 12 noon, there will be a short New Millennium Service starting around 12.15 pm, when
the refurbished churchyard gates will be dedicated.

The Village Notice Board has been re-positioned to its new site near the New Inn by kind permission of Andrew & Margaret Duffy.

R..Langran Parish Council

As in previous years there is to be a PLANT SALE held adjacent to the Village Hall on Saturday 29th April. It is hoped that with plenty of advance
notice, those of you with green Þngers will pot up stray plants, take cuttings or nurture seeds in your greenhouse ready for this occasion. This year's
proceeds will be to our church funds and your support will be greatly appreciated. Jan Shaw 897524

Shipton Gorge 100 Club Winners for the December Draw

£50 No:62 Liz Fulford

£20 No: 26 Lyn Grey

£10 Nos: 23, 67, 32 Bette Danby Joyce Crutchley Gary Warren
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Millennium Quiz
Match each character to the correct century from the Þrst two millennia. e.g. (a) William I C11th

(a) He defeated Harold at Hastings

(b) He built a wall as a defence against the Picts and the Scots.

(c) She mourned for her husband on the Isle of Wight.

(d) He reputedly burnt some cakes.

(e) The Magna Carta was signed in his reign.

(f) King of Northumbria killed at Oswestry.

(g) The writer of 34 plays wrote "What a piece of work man is.."

(h) The city of Istanbul was originally named after him.

(i) He roused his troops to an English victory at Agincourt.

(j) A Queen who led a revolt against the Romans.

(k) He became Archbishop of Canterbury; a present day Society for the blind bears the same name.

(l) He wrote a series of Tales named after a city in Kent.

(m) A venerable monk who wrote an Ecclesiastical History of the English People.

(n) A man, not a king, ( with a round head? ) who ruled England as Lord Protector.

(o) H-----t & H---a settled in Kent.

(p) The founder of Methodism

(q) Father of (h)

(r) An Archbishop murdered at Canterbury

(s) He inspired his nation "at their darkest hour."

(t) Pope Gregory the Great sent him on a mission to Kent

Answers in next month's B.V.N.
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New Year Closures
Burton Bradstock Library will re-open after the holiday on Tuesday 4th January 2000.

Drs.Pouncey, Baird & Fowler Surgeries

The surgery will be closed:

Friday December 31st

Saturday January 1st

Sunday January 2nd

Appointments can be made for Monday 3rd on that morning when there will be a Portesham surgery from 9.00am - 12 noon

Normal Surgery from January 4th
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 FROM THE CLERGY 

Last month two people offered me their views on the state of the world. They were rather different from the usual, ‘I don’t know what the world is coming
to!’.

One said, ‘The world is getting better and better, and look now at the wonderful prospect of peace and co-operation in Northern Ireland’. The other said,
‘There are so many troubled people in the world. We must help wherever we can, and always have the troubled in our prayers’.

The Þrst comment was an echo of one I heard from a priest many years ago. He said, ‘It’s not, "Whatever is the world coming to?", but rather, "Look what
the world is coming from"’.

As we enter the year 2000 we are aware of the progress of the human race. We have come a long way from the Dark Ages. We have passed through the
Middle Ages and the Renaissance, and have long entered the ‘Age of Enlightenment’. Yet there are living today many millions people without those
simplest requirements of food, clean water, shelter and education, and a peaceful existence, never mind ‘enlightenment’.

Christianity has been with us for 2000 years. Its history is chequered. It has an enormous amount of which to be proud, and much for which to be penitent.
In spite of the bad things in the practice of the faith, there is nothing wrong with God, Jesus Christ or Christianity. Christians, like people of all faiths and
none, are basically fallible human beings. We all have a built-in failure factor. Thankfully we all have a built-in optimism factor, too.

As we enter this new millennium, among the jolliÞcations pause to consider. Give thanks for the coming of God as Man into the world he created; for 2000
years of Christianity; for God’s achievement in men and women over the centuries. Then consider how things might be improved. What can you do to
further the growth and happiness of individuals and nations? Perhaps somewhere in all that there may be a personal very special New Year’s resolution for
a very special year.

In the name of Jesus Christ, whose birthday we continue to celebrate, I send greetings and very best wishes to all our readers.

John Atkinson
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Church Calendar - January 2000
1 The Naming & Circumcision of Jesus. Luke 2, v.15-21.

2 The Second Sunday of Christmas.

Basil the Great and Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishops, Teachers, 379 & 389.

6 The Epiphany. Matthew 2, v.1-12.

9 The Baptism of Christ.(First Sunday of Epiphany). Mark 1, v.4-11.

10 William Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1645.

11 Mary Slessor, Missionary in West Africa, 1915.

12 Aelred of Hexham, Abbot of Rievaulx, 1167.

13 Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers, Teacher, 367.

16 The Second Sunday of Epiphany.

17 Antony of Egypt, Hermit, Abbot, 356.

18 The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity - until 25th.

19 Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester, 1095.

20 Richard Rolle of Hampole, Spiritual Writer, 1349.

21 Agnes, Child-Martyr at Rome, 304.

22 Vincent of Saragossa, Deacon,First Martyr of Spain, 304.

23 The Third Sunday of Epiphany.

24 Francis de Sales, Bishop of Geneva, Teacher, 1622.

25 The Conversion of Paul. Acts 9, v.1-22.

26 Timothy and Titus, Companions of Paul.Timothy 2, v.1-8.

28 Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Philosopher, Teacher, 1274.

30 The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany.

Charles 1, King and Martyr, 1649.
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Valley Notes
 

 

The Millennium and the Bells (East End of the Valley) The Millennium Celebrations at and around Litton Cheney, in which our bellringers are playing
(ringing?) such a vital part run something like this:

New Year's Eve: The Old Year rung out and the Millennial Year in (circa 11.30p.m....)

New Year's Day: The Litton Cheney bells will be rung from 11.45 a.m. for between 15 and 30 minutes, in line with many churches throughout the world.
There then will be a short Service in Church to which all are most welcome, and this will follow the order entitled "Celebration 2000", put together by The
Open Churches Trust. To conÞrm:

THE 2000 SERVICE --- 12 NOON (APPROX) --- LITTON CHENEY --- JAN. 1st!

THE 2000 SERVICE --- 12 NOON (APPROX) --- PUNCKNOWLE --- JAN. 1st! Anthony Ashwell

 

FURTHER CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS a Pre-Lent Discussion Series. The stories surrounding the Nativity charm, even bring us to our knees, Christmas
after Christmas. But they are so much more than just stories; within them lie truths and challenges for every Millennium. The following is the programme
we are proposing. Everyone is most welcome to join us:

1.Angels - then and now.

January 12th at WestÞeld, Shipton La., B.Bradstock (897445)

January l9th at 5 Malters Cottages, Litton Cheney ( 482483 )

2. The supportive family.

January 26th at 3, Charles Rd., B. Bradstock (897215)

February 2nd at 8 Coombes Close, Litton Cheney ( 482315 )

3. The signiÞcance of the shepherds.

February 9th at Fir Tree Cottage, Shipton Gorge (897610)

February 16th at 11 Barges Close, Litton Cheney ( 482598 )

4. Astrologers in the Gospel

February 23rd at Casterbridge, Annings La., B.Bradstock (897408) March lst at The Rectory, Litton Cheney ( 482302 )

All these discussion groups commence at 7.30 pm with coffee and should Þnish in time for "home" at 9.15 pm.

Anthony Ashwell

Burton Bradstock School

Struggling with a Tizer overdose and picking through the wreckage of my lounge following the family New Year party, I kick over a tin of fortune cookies.
Lurching over to the kitchen table I down three Alka Seltzers, and break the Þrst cookie.

In February 2000 'Turn Towards (a better future), the school Millennium song reaches No. 1 in the charts only to be knocked off the top spot the following
week by Cliff Richard's new single, 'The Prayer of St Francis' sung to the tune of Rolf Harris' 'Tie me Kangaroo Down'. Intrigued by this revelation I break
another with mounting excitement.

In June the Government announces the logical extension of the school league tables. Heads are to be replaced by Managers and schools can be promoted or
relegated at the end of the season according to their position. Staff shall henceforth be known as trainers and sponsors clamour to get their brand name on
school sweatshirts. Snap! Crumbs ßy, another paper twist unrolls..

July sees the ofÞcial opening of the villages' own (canvas) Millennium Dome. Visitors pour in to marvel at the… er… chairs…walls…stage… spirit zone
(The Dove's mobile bar). Burton Academicals (as the school is now known) choir perform their latest song 'I'm a little teapot' to the tune of 'Glory, Glory,
Man. United.' September brings another imaginative Government initiative that provides thousands of extra pounds for its cash starved schools. The plan is
devastatingly simple. All school buildings are sold to companies such as Smiths Crisps, Times Newspaper Group, K.P. and McVities who use the premises
to manufacture squillions of bags of crisps, newspapers etc… with tokens. Parents collect the tokens to exchange for computers, books, pencils, paper and
other luxuries. A small hiccup in the plan is discovered when staff, sorry - trainers, realise that they have nowhere to educate the children. Burton's
Millennium Tent suddenly Þnds a 'raison d' etre.'

In November the Government, hard on the heels of Literacy and Numeracy hour is forced to introduce 'Consumeracy Hour' as parents fail to respond to
September's 'token' initiative. Families are encouraged to spend an hour after school each day stufÞng their faces with cheerios, crisps and hula hoops
while reading 'The Express' from cover to cover. Many thousand die of new disease 'Consumerus Overloadus'.

December sees Burton Academicals promoted to Division 1 of the Tesco League. Celebrations are tempered by the news that the school will have to
relocate to the Millennium Dome in London, along with all other schools in a bold Government attempt to cut costs and 'rationalise' the Education System.

Oh, fortune cookies are a load of nonsense….aren't they?

A warm welcome to Jack Bragg who joins us in Class 1 after the New Year.

A happy New Year to you all.

David Powell

100 club winners November

£20 Mrs J. Wyatt

£10 Mrs Bolt

£5 Mrs Follett

( Thank you, David, for your Millennial predictions. We look forward to your review, in December, of the year 2000 with great anticipation. Ed.!)

Please see STOP PRESS for the report from Thorner's School

BRIDE VALLEY SCOUT GROUP

It's been a very successful year. We have won four District events, two football competitions, a swimming gala and the West Bay Challenge and have
increased our numbers. We now have enrolled some girls in our Scout section and there are a few vacancies for six and seven year olds in the Beaver
section and a waiting-list for those not yet old enough. The Butlins trip was enjoyed by over sixty people, our bonÞre evening was well attended and we
are having a Christmas party in the WI hall in December. On 23rd January we shall be attending the 11.00 a.m. service at Burton Bradstock church, in
uniform. By the time you read this we shall know whether our planning application has been successful. Finally, many thanks to all the Leaders for their
magniÞcent efforts over the past year and also to all those parents who helped at our events.

Pat Tucker. Group Scout Leader.

THE BRIDE VALLEY POPPY APPEAL

I am pleased to report another record breaking year. The latest Þgure for House to House, Church collections and static points around our Valley is
£1,954.63, up 4.5% on last year. Well done all of you who gave so generously and special thanks to my dedicated band of Collectors who worked so hard.
This Þgure does not include the cheque I received from the Women's Section of £510.51 as a result of the St. Swithin's Band Concert and Coffee morning
at the Burton Bradstock W.l. Hall. Your efforts, ladies, are deeply appreciated by the Legion, thank you so much.

The Poppy Appeal is the main source of revenue for the Legion's Benevolent Fund. All the money you have given, less the cost of the Appeal, goes in this
Fund and is used for the purpose it is donated, to help others! Each year more and more people come to the Legion for help and each year that help costs
more to provide. Daily we see and read of young Service men and women employed upon world peace keeping duties, and this means that there will
always be a need to provide help for them and their dependants, when they themselves no longer can. Thanks again to all of you for your support.

John Ivall Bride Valley Poppy Appeal Organiser

 

Bride Valley Gardening Club

The next meeting will take place on Monday, 10th January at 7.30 p.m. It will consist of an illustrated slide show prepared by Colin Varndell to
commemorate the new millennium, and is entitled 'Old Favourites Spanning 25 Years'. The venue, as usual, will be Thorner's School, Litton Cheney. We
also propose celebrating with a few bubbles!

John Rowlands
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BURTON BRADSTOCK 
Village Correspondent Mr Basil Dent

2, Norburton, Burton Bradstock. Tel:- (01308) 897125

Mid Week Worship -

Holy Communion Wednesdays at 10.00 a.m. followed by coffee in the Rectory

Choir Practices Fridays at 6.00 p.m.

Gift Sunday January 23rd Bride Valley Scout Group

 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Funeral 15th November Bryan E. G. Chapman

Burial of Ashes 20th November Bryan E. G. Chapman

The next Tiny Tots / Pram Service will be held on Friday 4th February. Please note that there will be no Tiny Tots service in January.

The next Healing Services at St Mary’s will be held on Wednesdays 5th January and 9th February at 7 pm. The Lent Course will be taking place on the
Wednesdays in Lent, so Healing Services will be on Mondays 13th March and 10th April, then Wednesday 3rd May.

New Year’s Eve. On 31st December 1999 St Mary’s Church will be open from 11.15 to 11.45 pm for a half-hour New Year’s Eve Service - very informal,
a time largely for quiet reßection.

JANUARY 1st 2000 After the ringing of St Mary’s bells at 12 noon, there will be a short New Millennium Service starting around 12.10 pm.

 

The Parochial Church Council next meets on Monday 17th January in church at 7.00 pm.

Organist / Choirmaster/mistress We still seek a successor to Jim Wilmot. If any reader can put us in touch with a suitable person, or if you have recently
moved to the Valley or nearby and may be interested, please let me know.

In the meantime, we are taking up some local organists’ and pianists’ kind offers to help us out temporarily. We are very grateful to them.

John Atkinson

 

 

 

THE CHURCH BOOKSTALL St Mary's, Burton Bradstock

If you browse among the books and cards on the newly replenished bookstall you will Þnd the following ...

The Case Against God by Gerald Priestland (£2.75). Maybe you think there isn't one? Read this book and you'll soon see what the author is getting at ...
a moving account of the way which many different people approach God.

The Path of Peace by Norman Warren (99p) These reßections on one of the best loved psalms explore the Twenty Third afresh and bring a message of
hope and new life to today's reader.

Broken Windows Broken Lives by Adrian Plass (Special price of £2.99). This story tells of the gulf between dream and reality when an out of work
actor becomes a housemaster in a residential school for "maladjusted" boys. His happy expectation of a starring roll as a modern Dr Barnardo surrounded
by beautiful and grateful children is well out of line. Told with Adrian Plass' usual brand of humour this story is a gripping read.

The Lion Concise Bible Handbook (£7.99).This excellent paperback is crammed with information presented in a simple and interesting way. Part One
sets the Bible in context, while parts Two and Three go through the Old and New Testaments, section by section. As you ßip through you will see that the
information is presented in an accessible way for easy reading.

A varied selection ... come and see for yourself

Sheila Spencer-Smith (898012)

 

 

MILLENNIUM CELEBRATIONS

REMINDER NEW YEAR'S EVE: bonÞre ( beacon ) will be lit at 5.00 pm and extinguished at 7.00 pm at the top of Cliff Road, Burton Bradstock. Please
bring your children and come and try and spot other bonÞres along the coast or inland. At 11.30 pm the W.I. Hall will be open and a welcoming glass of
punch waiting for you. Music will be provided by George Hirst on his accordion. Towards midnight we will go onto The Green when at midnight the
Beacon will be lit to the background of St Mary's bells.

 

 

 

  The Bells of St. Mary's 

When you hear the bells ringing have you ever paused to consider, not the sound, but the bells themselves? How many are there? Are they very large? How
old are they?

At St. Mary's we have six bells. Our two heaviest bells are the oldest and were cast in 1615 and 1616 by the Purdue family at Closworth, which is a small
village just into Somerset and not very far from Yeovil. Though repairs were carried out in 1928 and again in 1994 these two bells are still very much as
they were originally cast, and have been rung for worship, and on occasions of rejoicing and sorrow, for the best part of 400 years. They weigh 8 cwt. and
10 cwt. respectively, measure approx 3 ft. across the mouth of the bow, and stand about the same high. That's quite a lot of metal.

The 4th was also made by the Purdues, in 1651, but in a subsequent overhaul it was found to be untunable and had to be recast. The next to be added was
the 2nd, but not until over a hundred years later, in 1762. By then the Closworth foundry was being worked by James Smith, whose name appears on the
bell, and Thomas Roskelly. This bell also had to be recast in 1928. The 3rd was made in 1800 by another famous bell founding family, the Bilbies of
Cullompton. And the Þnal addition was made in 1928 when the treble was cast by Mears & Stainbank, now known as The Whitechapel Bell Foundry Ltd.

All in all we have quite a historic ring, the youngest bells already having given 70 years' service. It stretches the imagination to try to picture the ringers
through the centuries up there in that same ringing chamber that we stand in today. Of course they were not able to ring and control the bells in quite the
same way as we can now, but that is another story.

Though the weights of the bells may sound impressive, great strength is not a requirement for ringing. It is more of a knack than an exercise of strength.
Should anyone be interested in trying their hand they should contact Basil Dent for further information.

Jane Stubbs

      

 

BURTON BRADSTOCK WI

Who would think that such a happy Christmas atmosphere could be generated in mid-November? We've proved it can. This year our Christmas Lunch at
Highland End took place on 18th November and members and guests enjoyed themselves in the traditional way. Also in November we broke with tradition
and held a Victorian Afternoon on the twenty seventh of the month instead of the usual Christmas Fair. The WI Hall, decked with greenery and tastefully
decorated in the style of the last century, drew enthusiastic crowds. Everyone was welcomed by President Wendy Green and other Victorian ladies all
dressed in their best costumes complete with fetching lacy headgear. Decorated baskets of goodies were for sale, as were Christmas decorations, cakes and
produce and plenty of other items. Christmas hampers were rafßed. For refreshment there were mincepies and mulled wine. A truly successful afternoon.

After the Group Carol Service at Walditch on the 9th our December meeting on the 14th continues the seasonal theme with a talk and demonstration on
table decorations.

Sheila Spencer-Smith

Unveiling of the Burton Bradstock Millennium Tapestry

The Burton Bradstock Millennium Tapestry is now securely in position on the Library wall, shrouded from view until the ofÞcial unveiling. This will take
place on Wednesday 12th January at 3.00 p.m. when it will be handed over to the Parish Council in front of the Millennium Committee, local Councillors
and some of the helpers.

Due to limited space, it has not been possible to invite all those involved in producing the tapestry and so representatives have been chosen by ballot. After
the ceremony the Library will be open from 4.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. when everyone is welcome to come and view the work over a cup of tea.

CHARITY JAZZ NIGHT

On Saturday December 4th we all enjoyed a fabulous early Christmas Party night dancing to the Granada Jazz Band. A big " thank you" to all those who
supported us so generously and a very special "thank you" to those of you who donated some splendid tombola prizes. We raised with your help a very
worthwhile £440.00 for the Marie Curie Nursing Service.

For your Year 2000 Diary please make a note of a big event we are planning on Saturday July 8th, a Masked Ball in the Millennium Marquee. Full details
later in the year.

Thank you again for your support in our Fund Raising events held in the 90's.

Andrea Wilkinson and Barbara Ivall Co-Organisers.

 

Burton Bradstock Village Society.

On one of the coldest evenings of the approaching winter, 60 members attended the November meeting of the Burton Bradstock Village Society, at which
Mr. Colin Barham gave an entertaining talk about the Kentish Hop Gardens. He illustrated his talk with slides, and anecdotes drawn from his mother's
memories of being taken 'hopping", along with thousands of other London families, in the early years of this century.

The January Meeting will be held on Friday 14th, when MP Colin Varndell will give a slide show entitled "Personal Favourites to Celebrate the
Millennium".

Jane Stubbs

Bryan Chapman

We would like to express our thanks to all Dorn and Bryan's friends in Burton Bradstock who provided so much help and support through Bryan's Þnal
illness, and whose care and concern have helped us in the days and weeks since his death in early November.

We shall always remember how packed the church was for his funeral, and how John Atkinson along with friends from the village helped make the service
a true celebration of Bryan's life. It was an occasion that Bryan himself would have thoroughly enjoyed.

Our thanks go as well to all those who contributed to our appeal for a Datascope to help the nursing staff at Langdon Ward of Bridport Community
Hospital who looked after Bryan with such dedication.

I know that Dorn will continue to appreciate over the coming months the friendship of all the many kind people who have made her feel so much a part of
life in Burton Bradstock.

Dorn and Ian Chapman and family

The Children's Society

Sincere thanks to all the box holders for handing these in. This enabled us to send a total of £312.02 to the Society. Thank you too for holding the boxes for
the coming year. The Gift Day in church on Sunday 21st November raised a further £69.43 for the Society. Many thanks to all those who helped to raise
this total.

Greta Heal
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SWYRE 
Village Correspondent: Mrs.Gilly Doar

Paddock Lodge Swyre

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the normal pattern of Church Services on the 1st and 3rd Sundays will be reversed, and we hope this will
remain the pattern for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 6.30 p.m. Evensong

3rd " " " 11.00 a.m. Parish Communion

Please note, however, that we begin by immediately making an exception! (see below)

Songs Of Praise. Instead of the 6.30 p.m. Evensong which should be happening on January 2nd, we will be having a Songs of Praise Service at 3.00 p.m.
At this, we will be singing in (again?) the Millennium with some traditional, but now not so often sung, Christmas Carols. These include "God rest ye
merry gentlemen" and "Good King Wenceslas". What a good way to remove any millennial celebration cobwebs! To conÞrm: SUNDAY 2ND JANUARY-
--CAROLS OF PRAISE---3.00 O’CLOCK

Anthony Ashwell

 

We wish everyone in the Bride Valley a Happy New Year.

Welcome to Wendy and Paul Pritchard who have come to live at Swyre Cross.

Holy Trinity Swyre

A beautiful red altar frontal with matching lectern cloth and offertory bag were dedicated at Evensong on Sunday 21 November. The frontal and lectern
cloth were rnade by Mrs Vera Hirst, Mrs Anna Lovell helped with the design. The offertory bag was made by Mrs Deborah Wordsworth. The funding was
from the Trinity weekend held in May. The blue tower curtains, a gift to the church nine years ago, were also dedicated at the service.

Mrs Vera Howard

Swyre Parish Meeting

The Millennium map: It was decided by the Parish meeting that a high deÞnition transparency would be taken of the completed map and all reproductive
work will be produced from this transparency. The original map will be stored at the Public Records OfÞce at Dorchester where it will be available for
viewing. The map will remain in the ownership of the village.

Millennium Spoons: A survey of the children in the village has been undertaken and a silver plated spoon will be given to each child to mark the
Millennium. The village is grateful to an anonymous donor for the funds to purchase the spoons. When the Parish Map is unveiled after the winter, when
hopefully the weather will be more clement, the spoons will be presented to the children. It was thought that the children would have many gifts at
Christmas time and that the spoon would be a more special gift later in the year.

Policing in the Valley: Police Constable Jeff Barker who has a special responsibility for our village spoke at the Parish Meeting. He introduced himself
and explained that he and two other constables, Dave Bird and Dave Nash were the three ofÞcers responsible for our area. He urged villagers to report any
suspicious incidents, saying that the ofÞcers would rather be called and not Þnd a problem, than not to be alerted to a potential incident. He suggested as an
alternative to ringing 999 for an emergency, or if a suspicious incident was taking place, telephone number 01305 251212 could be used, with a request to
speak to the control room. The number is manned 24 hours a day.

Precept: The precept for the year 2000/2001 was set at the reduced amount of two hundred pounds.
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Mrs M. Marshall

 PUNCKNOWLE & WEST BEXINGTON
Village Correspondent: Mrs Dorothy Barlow

Collingbourne, Hoopers Lane, Puncknowle

Telephone: (01308) 897761

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church has a new pattern of worship which we hope will stay in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

2nd ditto 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion

3rd ditto 11.00 a.m. Matins

4th ditto 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

5th Sunday Services will remain ßexible, and in a relevant month the time can be found either in The B.V.N. or on the previous week’s pewsheet.

( This January’s 5th Sunday Service, on the 30th, will be a Parish Communion at 9.30 a.m.)

The major change is the moving of the Family Service to the Þrst Sunday where it will not clash with the Sunday Club.

"Millennium Services"

A "Millennium Service" will be held on 1st January(!) at 12 noon or soon after, to accommodate the millennial bells. The service will last about 20 minutes
and everybody is most welcome.

Our "Sunday Millennium Service" will be a (Family) Service for all ages and will be at 9.30 a.m. on January 2nd. We encourage everybody to bring to
Church something which reminds them of the unchanging message of Christmas.

Anthony Ashwell

The Village Social Evening

At our December meeting Richard Edmonds gave an enthralling talk, accompanied by excellent slides, on the Dorset Jurassic Coast from East Devon to
beyond Kimmeridge. There will be NO MEETING in January, but do come on 3rd February at 7.30pm in the Hall, when Arthur Pearce, who has just come
back from Australia, will talk and show slides on Australian Aboriginal Art and rock paintings. Everyone is welcome.
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 LITTON CHENEY Village Correspondents: Mr & Mrs. N.Gardener 1 Rose Cottages, Litton Cheney Tel: ( 01308 )
482323

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church has a new Pattern of Worship, which we hope will stay in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 11.00 a.m. Parish Communion

2nd " " 11.00 a.m. Matins

3rd " " 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

4th " " 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

5th Sunday Services will remain ßexible, and in a relevant month the time can be found either in The B.V.N. or on the previous week’s pewsheet. (This
January’s 5th Sunday Service on the 30th will be an Evensong at 6.30 p.m.)

The "Millennium Service" will be held on 1st January(!) at 12 noon or soon after, to accommodate the millennial bells. The service will last about 20
minutes and everybody is most welcome.

The Day After Christmas is both St. Stephen’s Day and a Sunday. We will be having a said traditional Holy Communion Service at 9.30 a.m.-the only
Service on this day for the east end of the Valley.

Anthony Ashwell

Due to a very early going-to-press date this month village news is thin on the ground and we have no information or news to pass on to readers of the
BVN. However, as your village correspondents, we wish you a very happy Christmas and every good wish for the future millennium celebrations and the
year to come.

Norman & Mollie Gardener

***************************STOP PRESS**************************

Thorner’s School, Litton Cheney

Lots of people will have made new year resolutions….. but how many people have kept them? We all tend to have good intentions, but reality is different.
My resolution is to unpack and not live out of boxes. During the last term I was never sure where I was and what was mine. Renting a share of a house in
Portland and most of my belongings were still in Bristol meant that I had to plan well in advance if I wanted something particular, as my trips to Bristol
were not frequent or regular. So this year will be the year when I start putting my roots down and hopefully will really feel part of Bridport and Dorset. It
has given me a fresh appreciation of what it must be like for a child coming into school for the Þrst time, or for those parents who are not comfortable
when entering school, especially if they had an unhappy experience. It can be quite daunting to tackle something new but with the support of family and
friends it can be eased. I hope that we at Thorner’s can give that support to present community members and extend it to the new members of our villages
of which there are quite a few. I was surprised to be introduced to a number of people during the run up to Christmas, who have left the area but still feel
that they have connections here and are made welcome on their return to see ‘old’ friends. I have certainly been very lucky to have had so many people
who were willing to give help and advice….I am sure that the staff are fed up with me asking ‘Where is that? North, south, east or west of here?’ I am
pleased to say that they never once resorted to pulling out a map and pointing but were always willing to talk it through. Thank you for that. I also hope
that I am now able to Þnd my way around without getting lost too often.

This term class 4 are working with Burton Bradstock and Loders schools and an artist on a digital arts project. The children are aiming to make use of
camcorders, computers and digital cameras, learning better techniques and hopefully by the end of term we will have a web page to show for all the effort.
The children will collaborate at different stages and will pass on knowledge that they have gained to others within school. So keep watching for
information on how to access this material.

While practising for our Christmas production we were often at a loss for a musician to accompany us. We do have a member of staff who can play but
unfortunately she only works for half the week. Rehearsals at the start of the week were Þne, we had Mrs Hooper, we had music; but at the end of the
week, we tried hard, we knew the words, we made a noise (not always very tuneful especially with me leading!). I was wondering if there is someone
locally who could play the piano or keyboard for us at such times, maybe a retired person who enjoys playing and could volunteer to help us in our hour of
need on occasions. We would be very grateful. Please get in touch.

100 club winners: Carol Randall £15 and

Mr Pinkett £10

Alison Johnstone Headteacher.
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 LONG BREDY Village Correspondents: Mr & Mrs Patrick Frost Bridelands

Tel ( 01308 ) 482269

Church Service Times Starting this month, the normal pattern of Church Services will be reversed and the Family Service will move to the earlier time of
9.30 a.m. We hope that this new pattern will remain in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

3rd Sunday ................. 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

All Bride Valley Church Family Services are now at 9.30 a.m.

The Holy Communion Service on 2nd January will as usual follow the traditional rite, and it will be a most appropriate way of bringing the old into the
new. Anthony Ashwell

 

Poppy Appeal. The sale of poppies prior to Remembrance Sunday brought in the sum of £87.30, for which the local Bride Valley organiser has said a very
big "thank you".

Neuro-Surgery. The parents and grandparents of Kieran Mulhall, born on the 3rd August, are most grateful for the prayers and messages of good will
which they have received during the time that Kieran has spent in Southampton Hospital. His condition was such that a course of neuro-surgery started at
the tender age of 10 weeks. It is pleasing to report that he was discharged from Southampton during the Þrst week in December.

Christingle Service. The Church was seasonally decorated for the Christingle Service held on the 5th December. A strong team of helpers had prepared
the candles during the previous day, the materials for which had been donated by Mrs. Pamela Coe, in memory of her late husband. The Village Singers
were also in attendance, and the Lullaby they sang after the children had lit their candles made a most moving impression. Many thanks to all who had
helped in any way. The collection, in aid of the Children's Society, amounted to £120.53.

A Happy New Year to you all!
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LITTLEBREDY 
Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church Services on the 2nd and 4th Sundays will both now be at 9.30 a.m., and this should remain the
pattern for at least the next 2 years.

2nd Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

4th Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

With Long Bredy also moving its Family Service to 9.30 a.m., this means that all Valley Family Services now begin at 9.30 a.m.

Anthony Ashwell

LITTLEBREDY NOTES.

Two welcomes to stress this month: Þrstly to young Edmund Shackleton, who was born at Top Parts on the 16th November, just too late for inclusion in
last month's notes. Belatedly but cordially, therefore, we extend all congratulations to Jasper and Jo, and we wish all three of them great happiness together.

Secondly, welcome also to Simon and Siobhan Baxter, who, with young Nathan and Kieran, are moving into Spring Cottage. The observant will have
noticed lights ablaze as decorations get under way, and we wish the family well in their new home.

The meeting scheduled to discuss the future of the Village Hall will take place in the second half of February, so please look out for an exact date in next
month's BVN. As for venue, Chris and Judy Yates have agreed to host it in Gardens Cottage, so we say thank you to them.

We also say congratulations to Chris, who has been elected to the Daffodil and Tulip Committee of the Royal Horticultural Society. This is a high honour
in the horticultural world, and one which those who know their expertise and work here and elsewhere will know is well deserved.

Congratulations too to Rachel Hallett, whose graduation ceremony as B.Sc.(Hons) in Geography took place at Plymouth University in December.

Finally, of course, it is too late for Christmas greetings in this magazine, but not too late to extend to all readers, within Littlebredy and further aÞeld, all
very best wishes for happiness and fulÞlment in 2000 and beyond.
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SHIPTON GORGE  Village Correspondent: Mrs.Joy White Eastcote 3 Gullivers Orchard Shipton Gorge
Tel(01308)897974

JANUARY 1st 2000 After the ringing of St Martin’s bells at 12 noon, there will be a short New Millennium Service starting around 12.15 pm, when
the refurbished churchyard gates will be dedicated.

The Village Notice Board has been re-positioned to its new site near the New Inn by kind permission of Andrew & Margaret Duffy.

R..Langran Parish Council

As in previous years there is to be a PLANT SALE held adjacent to the Village Hall on Saturday 29th April. It is hoped that with plenty of advance
notice, those of you with green Þngers will pot up stray plants, take cuttings or nurture seeds in your greenhouse ready for this occasion. This year's
proceeds will be to our church funds and your support will be greatly appreciated. Jan Shaw 897524

Shipton Gorge 100 Club Winners for the December Draw

£50 No:62 Liz Fulford

£20 No: 26 Lyn Grey

£10 Nos: 23, 67, 32 Bette Danby Joyce Crutchley Gary Warren

Return to Index

Millennium Quiz
Match each character to the correct century from the Þrst two millennia. e.g. (a) William I C11th

(a) He defeated Harold at Hastings

(b) He built a wall as a defence against the Picts and the Scots.

(c) She mourned for her husband on the Isle of Wight.

(d) He reputedly burnt some cakes.

(e) The Magna Carta was signed in his reign.

(f) King of Northumbria killed at Oswestry.

(g) The writer of 34 plays wrote "What a piece of work man is.."

(h) The city of Istanbul was originally named after him.

(i) He roused his troops to an English victory at Agincourt.

(j) A Queen who led a revolt against the Romans.

(k) He became Archbishop of Canterbury; a present day Society for the blind bears the same name.

(l) He wrote a series of Tales named after a city in Kent.

(m) A venerable monk who wrote an Ecclesiastical History of the English People.

(n) A man, not a king, ( with a round head? ) who ruled England as Lord Protector.

(o) H-----t & H---a settled in Kent.

(p) The founder of Methodism

(q) Father of (h)

(r) An Archbishop murdered at Canterbury

(s) He inspired his nation "at their darkest hour."

(t) Pope Gregory the Great sent him on a mission to Kent

Answers in next month's B.V.N.
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New Year Closures
Burton Bradstock Library will re-open after the holiday on Tuesday 4th January 2000.

Drs.Pouncey, Baird & Fowler Surgeries

The surgery will be closed:

Friday December 31st

Saturday January 1st

Sunday January 2nd

Appointments can be made for Monday 3rd on that morning when there will be a Portesham surgery from 9.00am - 12 noon

Normal Surgery from January 4th

Return to Index

Thought for the Month
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What’s on at Puncknowle Village Hall in April 

REGULAR EVENTS 

Every Monday 2.00pm – 
3.00pm 

Pilates Contact Sarah on 07885 037340 or 
by email sarah@modified-pilates.co.uk 

2nd Monday each 
month 

7.00pm to 
9.00pm 

Contact: Paul on paul.bullen@me.com 

1st Tuesday each 
month 

7.30pm – 
10.00pm 

Parish Council Meeting Open to the Public 
More information:   https://puncknowle-
swyre-pc.gov.uk/ 

3rd Tuesday each 
month 

1.00pm – 
2.30pm 

Luncheon Club 
Contact David on 01308 898492 

Every Wednesday 10.00am –
12.00noon 

Table Tennis  
Contact Brian on 01308 897987 

Every Wednesday 7.00pm – 
9.00pm 

Table Tennis  
Contact John on 07557 963618 

1st Thursday 
each month 

2.00pm – 
4.00pm 

Craft Club  
Contact Brenda on b.oliver@btinternet.com 

3rd Thursday 
each month 

7.30pm to 
9.30pm  

Bride Valley WI 
Contact Bridevalleywi@gmail.com 

Last Friday each 
month 

10.00pm –
12.30pm 

Art Club 
Contact Sally on 01308 897987 

 
The Crown Inn, Puncknowle  
 

February's Quiz was won by ‘The Swyreites’, who generously donated the 
£45 prize money to Macmillan Cancer Support.  We then followed with 
another lively bingo night, where the flyer round raised £58 for Cancer Research 
UK.  
 

Here’s what’s coming up in April:  
¥ Breakfast — Saturday 4th, 9.00am–11.00am  
¥ Quiz Night — Thursday 9th at 8.15pm  
¥ Bingo — Saturday 18th, eyes down at 8.30pm  
¥ St George’s Day Pie Night - Thursday 23rd (booking essential)  

Choice of roast every Sunday from 12.00noon 
 

We welcomed back Tikka Trak van in March who will be here in April on 
Thursday 16th and 28th. Please feel free to eat in the pub. We will provide plates 
and cutlery saving you the washing up. We look forward to welcoming you,   
Lyn & Paul  



 
 

 
 
 
 

23 

Puncknowle Village Church Needs You! 
 

To keep open and accessible to all, our beautiful, ancient and historic heart of the 
community needs maintenance and cleaning inside and out, including the 
churchyard. We have a very small declining number of ‘senior’ church members 
who are doing their best to keep this wonderful listed building open. 
 

Please come and help us give the church and churchyard a ‘Spring clean” on 
Saturday 18th April 10-12 noon. Many hands make light work and we will support 
the other important historic hub of the community afterwards with refreshments 
provided in The Crown! 
 

If you can’t help on this date but can pop in at another time to clear, weed, clean 
or polish please let us know. 
 
Sue Lang 07557 951305    Liz Slater 07977 41362 
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¥ St George’s Day Pie Night - Thursday 23rd (booking essential)  
Choice of roast every Sunday from 12pm  
 

We welcomed back Tikka Trak van in March who will be here in April on 
Thursday 16th and 28th. Please feel free to eat in the pub. We will provide 
plates and cutlery saving you the washing up.  
We look forward to welcoming you,  
Lyn & Paul  
 

PUNCKNOWLE VILLAGE CHURCH NEEDS YOU! 
 
 
 
 
 
To keep open and accessible to all, our beautiful, ancient and historic heart of 
the community needs maintenance and cleaning inside and out, including the 
churchyard. 
We have a very small declining number of ‘senior’ church members who are 
doing their best to keep this wonderful listed building open. 
Please come and help us give the church and churchyard a ‘Spring’clean. 
 

On Saturday 18th April 10-12 noon 
 

Many hands make light work and we will support the other important historic 
hub of the community afterwards with refreshments provided in The Crown! 
If you can’t help on this date but can pop in at another time to clear, weed, 
clean or polish please let us know. 
Sue Lang 07557 951305    Liz Slater 07977 41362 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                
 
 
 
 

PUNCKNOWLE, SWYRE AND 
WEST BEXINGTON FETE 

 

Saturday 25     July 2 – 4pm 
In the grounds of Puncknowle Manor 

 
Entertainment by Big Foolini, Magician 

with a 30 minute show and walk around Magic  
A great treat for kids and grown-ups alike! 

 
Volunteers needed on the day: please contact Andrea on 07990 

596 382 or Claire on 07875 762 760. 
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Long Bredy 100 Club Results – February 2026 
£25 no. 85  G & M Maltby 
£15 no. 63  C Kinghorn 
£5   no. 75   J Maltby 

Drawn on 20th February 2026 at Long Bredy Village Hall during the Come Along 
Inn. 
 

Village News and Updates 
 

At the time of writing School Hill is still waiting repair although a temporary fix has 
been put in place consisting of a large metal plate over the largest pothole. The 
council are/were waiting for the water table to lower so more substantial repairs 
can take place.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Puncknowle, Swyre & West Bexington 
Village Correspondents:   
Elizabeth Slater (Puncknowle) 
Puncknowle. mail: liz@ruddle.org.uk    01308 897751 
 

Jill Neill (Swyre & West Bexington)  
email: Jill.neill@live.co.uk     01308 897479 
 

Village websites:   www.https://puncknowle-swyre-pc.gov.uk  
                               www.swyre.org.uk      www.westbexington.org.uk   
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 FROM THE CLERGY 

Last month two people offered me their views on the state of the world. They were rather different from the usual, ‘I don’t know what the world is coming
to!’.

One said, ‘The world is getting better and better, and look now at the wonderful prospect of peace and co-operation in Northern Ireland’. The other said,
‘There are so many troubled people in the world. We must help wherever we can, and always have the troubled in our prayers’.

The Þrst comment was an echo of one I heard from a priest many years ago. He said, ‘It’s not, "Whatever is the world coming to?", but rather, "Look what
the world is coming from"’.

As we enter the year 2000 we are aware of the progress of the human race. We have come a long way from the Dark Ages. We have passed through the
Middle Ages and the Renaissance, and have long entered the ‘Age of Enlightenment’. Yet there are living today many millions people without those
simplest requirements of food, clean water, shelter and education, and a peaceful existence, never mind ‘enlightenment’.

Christianity has been with us for 2000 years. Its history is chequered. It has an enormous amount of which to be proud, and much for which to be penitent.
In spite of the bad things in the practice of the faith, there is nothing wrong with God, Jesus Christ or Christianity. Christians, like people of all faiths and
none, are basically fallible human beings. We all have a built-in failure factor. Thankfully we all have a built-in optimism factor, too.

As we enter this new millennium, among the jolliÞcations pause to consider. Give thanks for the coming of God as Man into the world he created; for 2000
years of Christianity; for God’s achievement in men and women over the centuries. Then consider how things might be improved. What can you do to
further the growth and happiness of individuals and nations? Perhaps somewhere in all that there may be a personal very special New Year’s resolution for
a very special year.

In the name of Jesus Christ, whose birthday we continue to celebrate, I send greetings and very best wishes to all our readers.

John Atkinson
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Church Calendar - January 2000
1 The Naming & Circumcision of Jesus. Luke 2, v.15-21.

2 The Second Sunday of Christmas.

Basil the Great and Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishops, Teachers, 379 & 389.

6 The Epiphany. Matthew 2, v.1-12.

9 The Baptism of Christ.(First Sunday of Epiphany). Mark 1, v.4-11.

10 William Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1645.

11 Mary Slessor, Missionary in West Africa, 1915.

12 Aelred of Hexham, Abbot of Rievaulx, 1167.

13 Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers, Teacher, 367.

16 The Second Sunday of Epiphany.

17 Antony of Egypt, Hermit, Abbot, 356.

18 The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity - until 25th.

19 Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester, 1095.

20 Richard Rolle of Hampole, Spiritual Writer, 1349.

21 Agnes, Child-Martyr at Rome, 304.

22 Vincent of Saragossa, Deacon,First Martyr of Spain, 304.

23 The Third Sunday of Epiphany.

24 Francis de Sales, Bishop of Geneva, Teacher, 1622.

25 The Conversion of Paul. Acts 9, v.1-22.

26 Timothy and Titus, Companions of Paul.Timothy 2, v.1-8.

28 Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Philosopher, Teacher, 1274.

30 The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany.

Charles 1, King and Martyr, 1649.
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Valley Notes
 

 

The Millennium and the Bells (East End of the Valley) The Millennium Celebrations at and around Litton Cheney, in which our bellringers are playing
(ringing?) such a vital part run something like this:

New Year's Eve: The Old Year rung out and the Millennial Year in (circa 11.30p.m....)

New Year's Day: The Litton Cheney bells will be rung from 11.45 a.m. for between 15 and 30 minutes, in line with many churches throughout the world.
There then will be a short Service in Church to which all are most welcome, and this will follow the order entitled "Celebration 2000", put together by The
Open Churches Trust. To conÞrm:

THE 2000 SERVICE --- 12 NOON (APPROX) --- LITTON CHENEY --- JAN. 1st!

THE 2000 SERVICE --- 12 NOON (APPROX) --- PUNCKNOWLE --- JAN. 1st! Anthony Ashwell

 

FURTHER CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS a Pre-Lent Discussion Series. The stories surrounding the Nativity charm, even bring us to our knees, Christmas
after Christmas. But they are so much more than just stories; within them lie truths and challenges for every Millennium. The following is the programme
we are proposing. Everyone is most welcome to join us:

1.Angels - then and now.

January 12th at WestÞeld, Shipton La., B.Bradstock (897445)

January l9th at 5 Malters Cottages, Litton Cheney ( 482483 )

2. The supportive family.

January 26th at 3, Charles Rd., B. Bradstock (897215)

February 2nd at 8 Coombes Close, Litton Cheney ( 482315 )

3. The signiÞcance of the shepherds.

February 9th at Fir Tree Cottage, Shipton Gorge (897610)

February 16th at 11 Barges Close, Litton Cheney ( 482598 )

4. Astrologers in the Gospel

February 23rd at Casterbridge, Annings La., B.Bradstock (897408) March lst at The Rectory, Litton Cheney ( 482302 )

All these discussion groups commence at 7.30 pm with coffee and should Þnish in time for "home" at 9.15 pm.

Anthony Ashwell

Burton Bradstock School

Struggling with a Tizer overdose and picking through the wreckage of my lounge following the family New Year party, I kick over a tin of fortune cookies.
Lurching over to the kitchen table I down three Alka Seltzers, and break the Þrst cookie.

In February 2000 'Turn Towards (a better future), the school Millennium song reaches No. 1 in the charts only to be knocked off the top spot the following
week by Cliff Richard's new single, 'The Prayer of St Francis' sung to the tune of Rolf Harris' 'Tie me Kangaroo Down'. Intrigued by this revelation I break
another with mounting excitement.

In June the Government announces the logical extension of the school league tables. Heads are to be replaced by Managers and schools can be promoted or
relegated at the end of the season according to their position. Staff shall henceforth be known as trainers and sponsors clamour to get their brand name on
school sweatshirts. Snap! Crumbs ßy, another paper twist unrolls..

July sees the ofÞcial opening of the villages' own (canvas) Millennium Dome. Visitors pour in to marvel at the… er… chairs…walls…stage… spirit zone
(The Dove's mobile bar). Burton Academicals (as the school is now known) choir perform their latest song 'I'm a little teapot' to the tune of 'Glory, Glory,
Man. United.' September brings another imaginative Government initiative that provides thousands of extra pounds for its cash starved schools. The plan is
devastatingly simple. All school buildings are sold to companies such as Smiths Crisps, Times Newspaper Group, K.P. and McVities who use the premises
to manufacture squillions of bags of crisps, newspapers etc… with tokens. Parents collect the tokens to exchange for computers, books, pencils, paper and
other luxuries. A small hiccup in the plan is discovered when staff, sorry - trainers, realise that they have nowhere to educate the children. Burton's
Millennium Tent suddenly Þnds a 'raison d' etre.'

In November the Government, hard on the heels of Literacy and Numeracy hour is forced to introduce 'Consumeracy Hour' as parents fail to respond to
September's 'token' initiative. Families are encouraged to spend an hour after school each day stufÞng their faces with cheerios, crisps and hula hoops
while reading 'The Express' from cover to cover. Many thousand die of new disease 'Consumerus Overloadus'.

December sees Burton Academicals promoted to Division 1 of the Tesco League. Celebrations are tempered by the news that the school will have to
relocate to the Millennium Dome in London, along with all other schools in a bold Government attempt to cut costs and 'rationalise' the Education System.

Oh, fortune cookies are a load of nonsense….aren't they?

A warm welcome to Jack Bragg who joins us in Class 1 after the New Year.

A happy New Year to you all.

David Powell

100 club winners November

£20 Mrs J. Wyatt

£10 Mrs Bolt

£5 Mrs Follett

( Thank you, David, for your Millennial predictions. We look forward to your review, in December, of the year 2000 with great anticipation. Ed.!)

Please see STOP PRESS for the report from Thorner's School

BRIDE VALLEY SCOUT GROUP

It's been a very successful year. We have won four District events, two football competitions, a swimming gala and the West Bay Challenge and have
increased our numbers. We now have enrolled some girls in our Scout section and there are a few vacancies for six and seven year olds in the Beaver
section and a waiting-list for those not yet old enough. The Butlins trip was enjoyed by over sixty people, our bonÞre evening was well attended and we
are having a Christmas party in the WI hall in December. On 23rd January we shall be attending the 11.00 a.m. service at Burton Bradstock church, in
uniform. By the time you read this we shall know whether our planning application has been successful. Finally, many thanks to all the Leaders for their
magniÞcent efforts over the past year and also to all those parents who helped at our events.

Pat Tucker. Group Scout Leader.

THE BRIDE VALLEY POPPY APPEAL

I am pleased to report another record breaking year. The latest Þgure for House to House, Church collections and static points around our Valley is
£1,954.63, up 4.5% on last year. Well done all of you who gave so generously and special thanks to my dedicated band of Collectors who worked so hard.
This Þgure does not include the cheque I received from the Women's Section of £510.51 as a result of the St. Swithin's Band Concert and Coffee morning
at the Burton Bradstock W.l. Hall. Your efforts, ladies, are deeply appreciated by the Legion, thank you so much.

The Poppy Appeal is the main source of revenue for the Legion's Benevolent Fund. All the money you have given, less the cost of the Appeal, goes in this
Fund and is used for the purpose it is donated, to help others! Each year more and more people come to the Legion for help and each year that help costs
more to provide. Daily we see and read of young Service men and women employed upon world peace keeping duties, and this means that there will
always be a need to provide help for them and their dependants, when they themselves no longer can. Thanks again to all of you for your support.

John Ivall Bride Valley Poppy Appeal Organiser

 

Bride Valley Gardening Club

The next meeting will take place on Monday, 10th January at 7.30 p.m. It will consist of an illustrated slide show prepared by Colin Varndell to
commemorate the new millennium, and is entitled 'Old Favourites Spanning 25 Years'. The venue, as usual, will be Thorner's School, Litton Cheney. We
also propose celebrating with a few bubbles!

John Rowlands
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BURTON BRADSTOCK 
Village Correspondent Mr Basil Dent

2, Norburton, Burton Bradstock. Tel:- (01308) 897125

Mid Week Worship -

Holy Communion Wednesdays at 10.00 a.m. followed by coffee in the Rectory

Choir Practices Fridays at 6.00 p.m.

Gift Sunday January 23rd Bride Valley Scout Group

 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Funeral 15th November Bryan E. G. Chapman

Burial of Ashes 20th November Bryan E. G. Chapman

The next Tiny Tots / Pram Service will be held on Friday 4th February. Please note that there will be no Tiny Tots service in January.

The next Healing Services at St Mary’s will be held on Wednesdays 5th January and 9th February at 7 pm. The Lent Course will be taking place on the
Wednesdays in Lent, so Healing Services will be on Mondays 13th March and 10th April, then Wednesday 3rd May.

New Year’s Eve. On 31st December 1999 St Mary’s Church will be open from 11.15 to 11.45 pm for a half-hour New Year’s Eve Service - very informal,
a time largely for quiet reßection.

JANUARY 1st 2000 After the ringing of St Mary’s bells at 12 noon, there will be a short New Millennium Service starting around 12.10 pm.

 

The Parochial Church Council next meets on Monday 17th January in church at 7.00 pm.

Organist / Choirmaster/mistress We still seek a successor to Jim Wilmot. If any reader can put us in touch with a suitable person, or if you have recently
moved to the Valley or nearby and may be interested, please let me know.

In the meantime, we are taking up some local organists’ and pianists’ kind offers to help us out temporarily. We are very grateful to them.

John Atkinson

 

 

 

THE CHURCH BOOKSTALL St Mary's, Burton Bradstock

If you browse among the books and cards on the newly replenished bookstall you will Þnd the following ...

The Case Against God by Gerald Priestland (£2.75). Maybe you think there isn't one? Read this book and you'll soon see what the author is getting at ...
a moving account of the way which many different people approach God.

The Path of Peace by Norman Warren (99p) These reßections on one of the best loved psalms explore the Twenty Third afresh and bring a message of
hope and new life to today's reader.

Broken Windows Broken Lives by Adrian Plass (Special price of £2.99). This story tells of the gulf between dream and reality when an out of work
actor becomes a housemaster in a residential school for "maladjusted" boys. His happy expectation of a starring roll as a modern Dr Barnardo surrounded
by beautiful and grateful children is well out of line. Told with Adrian Plass' usual brand of humour this story is a gripping read.

The Lion Concise Bible Handbook (£7.99).This excellent paperback is crammed with information presented in a simple and interesting way. Part One
sets the Bible in context, while parts Two and Three go through the Old and New Testaments, section by section. As you ßip through you will see that the
information is presented in an accessible way for easy reading.

A varied selection ... come and see for yourself

Sheila Spencer-Smith (898012)

 

 

MILLENNIUM CELEBRATIONS

REMINDER NEW YEAR'S EVE: bonÞre ( beacon ) will be lit at 5.00 pm and extinguished at 7.00 pm at the top of Cliff Road, Burton Bradstock. Please
bring your children and come and try and spot other bonÞres along the coast or inland. At 11.30 pm the W.I. Hall will be open and a welcoming glass of
punch waiting for you. Music will be provided by George Hirst on his accordion. Towards midnight we will go onto The Green when at midnight the
Beacon will be lit to the background of St Mary's bells.

 

 

 

  The Bells of St. Mary's 

When you hear the bells ringing have you ever paused to consider, not the sound, but the bells themselves? How many are there? Are they very large? How
old are they?

At St. Mary's we have six bells. Our two heaviest bells are the oldest and were cast in 1615 and 1616 by the Purdue family at Closworth, which is a small
village just into Somerset and not very far from Yeovil. Though repairs were carried out in 1928 and again in 1994 these two bells are still very much as
they were originally cast, and have been rung for worship, and on occasions of rejoicing and sorrow, for the best part of 400 years. They weigh 8 cwt. and
10 cwt. respectively, measure approx 3 ft. across the mouth of the bow, and stand about the same high. That's quite a lot of metal.

The 4th was also made by the Purdues, in 1651, but in a subsequent overhaul it was found to be untunable and had to be recast. The next to be added was
the 2nd, but not until over a hundred years later, in 1762. By then the Closworth foundry was being worked by James Smith, whose name appears on the
bell, and Thomas Roskelly. This bell also had to be recast in 1928. The 3rd was made in 1800 by another famous bell founding family, the Bilbies of
Cullompton. And the Þnal addition was made in 1928 when the treble was cast by Mears & Stainbank, now known as The Whitechapel Bell Foundry Ltd.

All in all we have quite a historic ring, the youngest bells already having given 70 years' service. It stretches the imagination to try to picture the ringers
through the centuries up there in that same ringing chamber that we stand in today. Of course they were not able to ring and control the bells in quite the
same way as we can now, but that is another story.

Though the weights of the bells may sound impressive, great strength is not a requirement for ringing. It is more of a knack than an exercise of strength.
Should anyone be interested in trying their hand they should contact Basil Dent for further information.

Jane Stubbs

      

 

BURTON BRADSTOCK WI

Who would think that such a happy Christmas atmosphere could be generated in mid-November? We've proved it can. This year our Christmas Lunch at
Highland End took place on 18th November and members and guests enjoyed themselves in the traditional way. Also in November we broke with tradition
and held a Victorian Afternoon on the twenty seventh of the month instead of the usual Christmas Fair. The WI Hall, decked with greenery and tastefully
decorated in the style of the last century, drew enthusiastic crowds. Everyone was welcomed by President Wendy Green and other Victorian ladies all
dressed in their best costumes complete with fetching lacy headgear. Decorated baskets of goodies were for sale, as were Christmas decorations, cakes and
produce and plenty of other items. Christmas hampers were rafßed. For refreshment there were mincepies and mulled wine. A truly successful afternoon.

After the Group Carol Service at Walditch on the 9th our December meeting on the 14th continues the seasonal theme with a talk and demonstration on
table decorations.

Sheila Spencer-Smith

Unveiling of the Burton Bradstock Millennium Tapestry

The Burton Bradstock Millennium Tapestry is now securely in position on the Library wall, shrouded from view until the ofÞcial unveiling. This will take
place on Wednesday 12th January at 3.00 p.m. when it will be handed over to the Parish Council in front of the Millennium Committee, local Councillors
and some of the helpers.

Due to limited space, it has not been possible to invite all those involved in producing the tapestry and so representatives have been chosen by ballot. After
the ceremony the Library will be open from 4.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. when everyone is welcome to come and view the work over a cup of tea.

CHARITY JAZZ NIGHT

On Saturday December 4th we all enjoyed a fabulous early Christmas Party night dancing to the Granada Jazz Band. A big " thank you" to all those who
supported us so generously and a very special "thank you" to those of you who donated some splendid tombola prizes. We raised with your help a very
worthwhile £440.00 for the Marie Curie Nursing Service.

For your Year 2000 Diary please make a note of a big event we are planning on Saturday July 8th, a Masked Ball in the Millennium Marquee. Full details
later in the year.

Thank you again for your support in our Fund Raising events held in the 90's.

Andrea Wilkinson and Barbara Ivall Co-Organisers.

 

Burton Bradstock Village Society.

On one of the coldest evenings of the approaching winter, 60 members attended the November meeting of the Burton Bradstock Village Society, at which
Mr. Colin Barham gave an entertaining talk about the Kentish Hop Gardens. He illustrated his talk with slides, and anecdotes drawn from his mother's
memories of being taken 'hopping", along with thousands of other London families, in the early years of this century.

The January Meeting will be held on Friday 14th, when MP Colin Varndell will give a slide show entitled "Personal Favourites to Celebrate the
Millennium".

Jane Stubbs

Bryan Chapman

We would like to express our thanks to all Dorn and Bryan's friends in Burton Bradstock who provided so much help and support through Bryan's Þnal
illness, and whose care and concern have helped us in the days and weeks since his death in early November.

We shall always remember how packed the church was for his funeral, and how John Atkinson along with friends from the village helped make the service
a true celebration of Bryan's life. It was an occasion that Bryan himself would have thoroughly enjoyed.

Our thanks go as well to all those who contributed to our appeal for a Datascope to help the nursing staff at Langdon Ward of Bridport Community
Hospital who looked after Bryan with such dedication.

I know that Dorn will continue to appreciate over the coming months the friendship of all the many kind people who have made her feel so much a part of
life in Burton Bradstock.

Dorn and Ian Chapman and family

The Children's Society

Sincere thanks to all the box holders for handing these in. This enabled us to send a total of £312.02 to the Society. Thank you too for holding the boxes for
the coming year. The Gift Day in church on Sunday 21st November raised a further £69.43 for the Society. Many thanks to all those who helped to raise
this total.

Greta Heal
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SWYRE 
Village Correspondent: Mrs.Gilly Doar

Paddock Lodge Swyre

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the normal pattern of Church Services on the 1st and 3rd Sundays will be reversed, and we hope this will
remain the pattern for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 6.30 p.m. Evensong

3rd " " " 11.00 a.m. Parish Communion

Please note, however, that we begin by immediately making an exception! (see below)

Songs Of Praise. Instead of the 6.30 p.m. Evensong which should be happening on January 2nd, we will be having a Songs of Praise Service at 3.00 p.m.
At this, we will be singing in (again?) the Millennium with some traditional, but now not so often sung, Christmas Carols. These include "God rest ye
merry gentlemen" and "Good King Wenceslas". What a good way to remove any millennial celebration cobwebs! To conÞrm: SUNDAY 2ND JANUARY-
--CAROLS OF PRAISE---3.00 O’CLOCK

Anthony Ashwell

 

We wish everyone in the Bride Valley a Happy New Year.

Welcome to Wendy and Paul Pritchard who have come to live at Swyre Cross.

Holy Trinity Swyre

A beautiful red altar frontal with matching lectern cloth and offertory bag were dedicated at Evensong on Sunday 21 November. The frontal and lectern
cloth were rnade by Mrs Vera Hirst, Mrs Anna Lovell helped with the design. The offertory bag was made by Mrs Deborah Wordsworth. The funding was
from the Trinity weekend held in May. The blue tower curtains, a gift to the church nine years ago, were also dedicated at the service.

Mrs Vera Howard

Swyre Parish Meeting

The Millennium map: It was decided by the Parish meeting that a high deÞnition transparency would be taken of the completed map and all reproductive
work will be produced from this transparency. The original map will be stored at the Public Records OfÞce at Dorchester where it will be available for
viewing. The map will remain in the ownership of the village.

Millennium Spoons: A survey of the children in the village has been undertaken and a silver plated spoon will be given to each child to mark the
Millennium. The village is grateful to an anonymous donor for the funds to purchase the spoons. When the Parish Map is unveiled after the winter, when
hopefully the weather will be more clement, the spoons will be presented to the children. It was thought that the children would have many gifts at
Christmas time and that the spoon would be a more special gift later in the year.

Policing in the Valley: Police Constable Jeff Barker who has a special responsibility for our village spoke at the Parish Meeting. He introduced himself
and explained that he and two other constables, Dave Bird and Dave Nash were the three ofÞcers responsible for our area. He urged villagers to report any
suspicious incidents, saying that the ofÞcers would rather be called and not Þnd a problem, than not to be alerted to a potential incident. He suggested as an
alternative to ringing 999 for an emergency, or if a suspicious incident was taking place, telephone number 01305 251212 could be used, with a request to
speak to the control room. The number is manned 24 hours a day.

Precept: The precept for the year 2000/2001 was set at the reduced amount of two hundred pounds.
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Mrs M. Marshall

 PUNCKNOWLE & WEST BEXINGTON
Village Correspondent: Mrs Dorothy Barlow

Collingbourne, Hoopers Lane, Puncknowle

Telephone: (01308) 897761

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church has a new pattern of worship which we hope will stay in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

2nd ditto 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion

3rd ditto 11.00 a.m. Matins

4th ditto 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

5th Sunday Services will remain ßexible, and in a relevant month the time can be found either in The B.V.N. or on the previous week’s pewsheet.

( This January’s 5th Sunday Service, on the 30th, will be a Parish Communion at 9.30 a.m.)

The major change is the moving of the Family Service to the Þrst Sunday where it will not clash with the Sunday Club.

"Millennium Services"

A "Millennium Service" will be held on 1st January(!) at 12 noon or soon after, to accommodate the millennial bells. The service will last about 20 minutes
and everybody is most welcome.

Our "Sunday Millennium Service" will be a (Family) Service for all ages and will be at 9.30 a.m. on January 2nd. We encourage everybody to bring to
Church something which reminds them of the unchanging message of Christmas.

Anthony Ashwell

The Village Social Evening

At our December meeting Richard Edmonds gave an enthralling talk, accompanied by excellent slides, on the Dorset Jurassic Coast from East Devon to
beyond Kimmeridge. There will be NO MEETING in January, but do come on 3rd February at 7.30pm in the Hall, when Arthur Pearce, who has just come
back from Australia, will talk and show slides on Australian Aboriginal Art and rock paintings. Everyone is welcome.
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 LITTON CHENEY Village Correspondents: Mr & Mrs. N.Gardener 1 Rose Cottages, Litton Cheney Tel: ( 01308 )
482323

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church has a new Pattern of Worship, which we hope will stay in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 11.00 a.m. Parish Communion

2nd " " 11.00 a.m. Matins

3rd " " 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

4th " " 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

5th Sunday Services will remain ßexible, and in a relevant month the time can be found either in The B.V.N. or on the previous week’s pewsheet. (This
January’s 5th Sunday Service on the 30th will be an Evensong at 6.30 p.m.)

The "Millennium Service" will be held on 1st January(!) at 12 noon or soon after, to accommodate the millennial bells. The service will last about 20
minutes and everybody is most welcome.

The Day After Christmas is both St. Stephen’s Day and a Sunday. We will be having a said traditional Holy Communion Service at 9.30 a.m.-the only
Service on this day for the east end of the Valley.

Anthony Ashwell

Due to a very early going-to-press date this month village news is thin on the ground and we have no information or news to pass on to readers of the
BVN. However, as your village correspondents, we wish you a very happy Christmas and every good wish for the future millennium celebrations and the
year to come.

Norman & Mollie Gardener

***************************STOP PRESS**************************

Thorner’s School, Litton Cheney

Lots of people will have made new year resolutions….. but how many people have kept them? We all tend to have good intentions, but reality is different.
My resolution is to unpack and not live out of boxes. During the last term I was never sure where I was and what was mine. Renting a share of a house in
Portland and most of my belongings were still in Bristol meant that I had to plan well in advance if I wanted something particular, as my trips to Bristol
were not frequent or regular. So this year will be the year when I start putting my roots down and hopefully will really feel part of Bridport and Dorset. It
has given me a fresh appreciation of what it must be like for a child coming into school for the Þrst time, or for those parents who are not comfortable
when entering school, especially if they had an unhappy experience. It can be quite daunting to tackle something new but with the support of family and
friends it can be eased. I hope that we at Thorner’s can give that support to present community members and extend it to the new members of our villages
of which there are quite a few. I was surprised to be introduced to a number of people during the run up to Christmas, who have left the area but still feel
that they have connections here and are made welcome on their return to see ‘old’ friends. I have certainly been very lucky to have had so many people
who were willing to give help and advice….I am sure that the staff are fed up with me asking ‘Where is that? North, south, east or west of here?’ I am
pleased to say that they never once resorted to pulling out a map and pointing but were always willing to talk it through. Thank you for that. I also hope
that I am now able to Þnd my way around without getting lost too often.

This term class 4 are working with Burton Bradstock and Loders schools and an artist on a digital arts project. The children are aiming to make use of
camcorders, computers and digital cameras, learning better techniques and hopefully by the end of term we will have a web page to show for all the effort.
The children will collaborate at different stages and will pass on knowledge that they have gained to others within school. So keep watching for
information on how to access this material.

While practising for our Christmas production we were often at a loss for a musician to accompany us. We do have a member of staff who can play but
unfortunately she only works for half the week. Rehearsals at the start of the week were Þne, we had Mrs Hooper, we had music; but at the end of the
week, we tried hard, we knew the words, we made a noise (not always very tuneful especially with me leading!). I was wondering if there is someone
locally who could play the piano or keyboard for us at such times, maybe a retired person who enjoys playing and could volunteer to help us in our hour of
need on occasions. We would be very grateful. Please get in touch.

100 club winners: Carol Randall £15 and

Mr Pinkett £10

Alison Johnstone Headteacher.
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 LONG BREDY Village Correspondents: Mr & Mrs Patrick Frost Bridelands

Tel ( 01308 ) 482269

Church Service Times Starting this month, the normal pattern of Church Services will be reversed and the Family Service will move to the earlier time of
9.30 a.m. We hope that this new pattern will remain in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

3rd Sunday ................. 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

All Bride Valley Church Family Services are now at 9.30 a.m.

The Holy Communion Service on 2nd January will as usual follow the traditional rite, and it will be a most appropriate way of bringing the old into the
new. Anthony Ashwell

 

Poppy Appeal. The sale of poppies prior to Remembrance Sunday brought in the sum of £87.30, for which the local Bride Valley organiser has said a very
big "thank you".

Neuro-Surgery. The parents and grandparents of Kieran Mulhall, born on the 3rd August, are most grateful for the prayers and messages of good will
which they have received during the time that Kieran has spent in Southampton Hospital. His condition was such that a course of neuro-surgery started at
the tender age of 10 weeks. It is pleasing to report that he was discharged from Southampton during the Þrst week in December.

Christingle Service. The Church was seasonally decorated for the Christingle Service held on the 5th December. A strong team of helpers had prepared
the candles during the previous day, the materials for which had been donated by Mrs. Pamela Coe, in memory of her late husband. The Village Singers
were also in attendance, and the Lullaby they sang after the children had lit their candles made a most moving impression. Many thanks to all who had
helped in any way. The collection, in aid of the Children's Society, amounted to £120.53.

A Happy New Year to you all!
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LITTLEBREDY 
Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church Services on the 2nd and 4th Sundays will both now be at 9.30 a.m., and this should remain the
pattern for at least the next 2 years.

2nd Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

4th Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

With Long Bredy also moving its Family Service to 9.30 a.m., this means that all Valley Family Services now begin at 9.30 a.m.

Anthony Ashwell

LITTLEBREDY NOTES.

Two welcomes to stress this month: Þrstly to young Edmund Shackleton, who was born at Top Parts on the 16th November, just too late for inclusion in
last month's notes. Belatedly but cordially, therefore, we extend all congratulations to Jasper and Jo, and we wish all three of them great happiness together.

Secondly, welcome also to Simon and Siobhan Baxter, who, with young Nathan and Kieran, are moving into Spring Cottage. The observant will have
noticed lights ablaze as decorations get under way, and we wish the family well in their new home.

The meeting scheduled to discuss the future of the Village Hall will take place in the second half of February, so please look out for an exact date in next
month's BVN. As for venue, Chris and Judy Yates have agreed to host it in Gardens Cottage, so we say thank you to them.

We also say congratulations to Chris, who has been elected to the Daffodil and Tulip Committee of the Royal Horticultural Society. This is a high honour
in the horticultural world, and one which those who know their expertise and work here and elsewhere will know is well deserved.

Congratulations too to Rachel Hallett, whose graduation ceremony as B.Sc.(Hons) in Geography took place at Plymouth University in December.

Finally, of course, it is too late for Christmas greetings in this magazine, but not too late to extend to all readers, within Littlebredy and further aÞeld, all
very best wishes for happiness and fulÞlment in 2000 and beyond.
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SHIPTON GORGE  Village Correspondent: Mrs.Joy White Eastcote 3 Gullivers Orchard Shipton Gorge
Tel(01308)897974

JANUARY 1st 2000 After the ringing of St Martin’s bells at 12 noon, there will be a short New Millennium Service starting around 12.15 pm, when
the refurbished churchyard gates will be dedicated.

The Village Notice Board has been re-positioned to its new site near the New Inn by kind permission of Andrew & Margaret Duffy.

R..Langran Parish Council

As in previous years there is to be a PLANT SALE held adjacent to the Village Hall on Saturday 29th April. It is hoped that with plenty of advance
notice, those of you with green Þngers will pot up stray plants, take cuttings or nurture seeds in your greenhouse ready for this occasion. This year's
proceeds will be to our church funds and your support will be greatly appreciated. Jan Shaw 897524

Shipton Gorge 100 Club Winners for the December Draw

£50 No:62 Liz Fulford

£20 No: 26 Lyn Grey

£10 Nos: 23, 67, 32 Bette Danby Joyce Crutchley Gary Warren
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Millennium Quiz
Match each character to the correct century from the Þrst two millennia. e.g. (a) William I C11th

(a) He defeated Harold at Hastings

(b) He built a wall as a defence against the Picts and the Scots.

(c) She mourned for her husband on the Isle of Wight.

(d) He reputedly burnt some cakes.

(e) The Magna Carta was signed in his reign.

(f) King of Northumbria killed at Oswestry.

(g) The writer of 34 plays wrote "What a piece of work man is.."

(h) The city of Istanbul was originally named after him.

(i) He roused his troops to an English victory at Agincourt.

(j) A Queen who led a revolt against the Romans.

(k) He became Archbishop of Canterbury; a present day Society for the blind bears the same name.

(l) He wrote a series of Tales named after a city in Kent.

(m) A venerable monk who wrote an Ecclesiastical History of the English People.

(n) A man, not a king, ( with a round head? ) who ruled England as Lord Protector.

(o) H-----t & H---a settled in Kent.

(p) The founder of Methodism

(q) Father of (h)

(r) An Archbishop murdered at Canterbury

(s) He inspired his nation "at their darkest hour."

(t) Pope Gregory the Great sent him on a mission to Kent

Answers in next month's B.V.N.
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New Year Closures
Burton Bradstock Library will re-open after the holiday on Tuesday 4th January 2000.

Drs.Pouncey, Baird & Fowler Surgeries

The surgery will be closed:

Friday December 31st

Saturday January 1st

Sunday January 2nd

Appointments can be made for Monday 3rd on that morning when there will be a Portesham surgery from 9.00am - 12 noon

Normal Surgery from January 4th
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 FROM THE CLERGY 

Last month two people offered me their views on the state of the world. They were rather different from the usual, ‘I don’t know what the world is coming
to!’.

One said, ‘The world is getting better and better, and look now at the wonderful prospect of peace and co-operation in Northern Ireland’. The other said,
‘There are so many troubled people in the world. We must help wherever we can, and always have the troubled in our prayers’.

The Þrst comment was an echo of one I heard from a priest many years ago. He said, ‘It’s not, "Whatever is the world coming to?", but rather, "Look what
the world is coming from"’.

As we enter the year 2000 we are aware of the progress of the human race. We have come a long way from the Dark Ages. We have passed through the
Middle Ages and the Renaissance, and have long entered the ‘Age of Enlightenment’. Yet there are living today many millions people without those
simplest requirements of food, clean water, shelter and education, and a peaceful existence, never mind ‘enlightenment’.

Christianity has been with us for 2000 years. Its history is chequered. It has an enormous amount of which to be proud, and much for which to be penitent.
In spite of the bad things in the practice of the faith, there is nothing wrong with God, Jesus Christ or Christianity. Christians, like people of all faiths and
none, are basically fallible human beings. We all have a built-in failure factor. Thankfully we all have a built-in optimism factor, too.

As we enter this new millennium, among the jolliÞcations pause to consider. Give thanks for the coming of God as Man into the world he created; for 2000
years of Christianity; for God’s achievement in men and women over the centuries. Then consider how things might be improved. What can you do to
further the growth and happiness of individuals and nations? Perhaps somewhere in all that there may be a personal very special New Year’s resolution for
a very special year.

In the name of Jesus Christ, whose birthday we continue to celebrate, I send greetings and very best wishes to all our readers.

John Atkinson
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Church Calendar - January 2000
1 The Naming & Circumcision of Jesus. Luke 2, v.15-21.

2 The Second Sunday of Christmas.

Basil the Great and Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishops, Teachers, 379 & 389.

6 The Epiphany. Matthew 2, v.1-12.

9 The Baptism of Christ.(First Sunday of Epiphany). Mark 1, v.4-11.

10 William Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1645.

11 Mary Slessor, Missionary in West Africa, 1915.

12 Aelred of Hexham, Abbot of Rievaulx, 1167.

13 Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers, Teacher, 367.

16 The Second Sunday of Epiphany.

17 Antony of Egypt, Hermit, Abbot, 356.

18 The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity - until 25th.

19 Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester, 1095.

20 Richard Rolle of Hampole, Spiritual Writer, 1349.

21 Agnes, Child-Martyr at Rome, 304.

22 Vincent of Saragossa, Deacon,First Martyr of Spain, 304.

23 The Third Sunday of Epiphany.

24 Francis de Sales, Bishop of Geneva, Teacher, 1622.

25 The Conversion of Paul. Acts 9, v.1-22.

26 Timothy and Titus, Companions of Paul.Timothy 2, v.1-8.

28 Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Philosopher, Teacher, 1274.

30 The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany.

Charles 1, King and Martyr, 1649.
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Valley Notes
 

 

The Millennium and the Bells (East End of the Valley) The Millennium Celebrations at and around Litton Cheney, in which our bellringers are playing
(ringing?) such a vital part run something like this:

New Year's Eve: The Old Year rung out and the Millennial Year in (circa 11.30p.m....)

New Year's Day: The Litton Cheney bells will be rung from 11.45 a.m. for between 15 and 30 minutes, in line with many churches throughout the world.
There then will be a short Service in Church to which all are most welcome, and this will follow the order entitled "Celebration 2000", put together by The
Open Churches Trust. To conÞrm:

THE 2000 SERVICE --- 12 NOON (APPROX) --- LITTON CHENEY --- JAN. 1st!

THE 2000 SERVICE --- 12 NOON (APPROX) --- PUNCKNOWLE --- JAN. 1st! Anthony Ashwell

 

FURTHER CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS a Pre-Lent Discussion Series. The stories surrounding the Nativity charm, even bring us to our knees, Christmas
after Christmas. But they are so much more than just stories; within them lie truths and challenges for every Millennium. The following is the programme
we are proposing. Everyone is most welcome to join us:

1.Angels - then and now.

January 12th at WestÞeld, Shipton La., B.Bradstock (897445)

January l9th at 5 Malters Cottages, Litton Cheney ( 482483 )

2. The supportive family.

January 26th at 3, Charles Rd., B. Bradstock (897215)

February 2nd at 8 Coombes Close, Litton Cheney ( 482315 )

3. The signiÞcance of the shepherds.

February 9th at Fir Tree Cottage, Shipton Gorge (897610)

February 16th at 11 Barges Close, Litton Cheney ( 482598 )

4. Astrologers in the Gospel

February 23rd at Casterbridge, Annings La., B.Bradstock (897408) March lst at The Rectory, Litton Cheney ( 482302 )

All these discussion groups commence at 7.30 pm with coffee and should Þnish in time for "home" at 9.15 pm.

Anthony Ashwell

Burton Bradstock School

Struggling with a Tizer overdose and picking through the wreckage of my lounge following the family New Year party, I kick over a tin of fortune cookies.
Lurching over to the kitchen table I down three Alka Seltzers, and break the Þrst cookie.

In February 2000 'Turn Towards (a better future), the school Millennium song reaches No. 1 in the charts only to be knocked off the top spot the following
week by Cliff Richard's new single, 'The Prayer of St Francis' sung to the tune of Rolf Harris' 'Tie me Kangaroo Down'. Intrigued by this revelation I break
another with mounting excitement.

In June the Government announces the logical extension of the school league tables. Heads are to be replaced by Managers and schools can be promoted or
relegated at the end of the season according to their position. Staff shall henceforth be known as trainers and sponsors clamour to get their brand name on
school sweatshirts. Snap! Crumbs ßy, another paper twist unrolls..

July sees the ofÞcial opening of the villages' own (canvas) Millennium Dome. Visitors pour in to marvel at the… er… chairs…walls…stage… spirit zone
(The Dove's mobile bar). Burton Academicals (as the school is now known) choir perform their latest song 'I'm a little teapot' to the tune of 'Glory, Glory,
Man. United.' September brings another imaginative Government initiative that provides thousands of extra pounds for its cash starved schools. The plan is
devastatingly simple. All school buildings are sold to companies such as Smiths Crisps, Times Newspaper Group, K.P. and McVities who use the premises
to manufacture squillions of bags of crisps, newspapers etc… with tokens. Parents collect the tokens to exchange for computers, books, pencils, paper and
other luxuries. A small hiccup in the plan is discovered when staff, sorry - trainers, realise that they have nowhere to educate the children. Burton's
Millennium Tent suddenly Þnds a 'raison d' etre.'

In November the Government, hard on the heels of Literacy and Numeracy hour is forced to introduce 'Consumeracy Hour' as parents fail to respond to
September's 'token' initiative. Families are encouraged to spend an hour after school each day stufÞng their faces with cheerios, crisps and hula hoops
while reading 'The Express' from cover to cover. Many thousand die of new disease 'Consumerus Overloadus'.

December sees Burton Academicals promoted to Division 1 of the Tesco League. Celebrations are tempered by the news that the school will have to
relocate to the Millennium Dome in London, along with all other schools in a bold Government attempt to cut costs and 'rationalise' the Education System.

Oh, fortune cookies are a load of nonsense….aren't they?

A warm welcome to Jack Bragg who joins us in Class 1 after the New Year.

A happy New Year to you all.

David Powell

100 club winners November

£20 Mrs J. Wyatt

£10 Mrs Bolt

£5 Mrs Follett

( Thank you, David, for your Millennial predictions. We look forward to your review, in December, of the year 2000 with great anticipation. Ed.!)

Please see STOP PRESS for the report from Thorner's School

BRIDE VALLEY SCOUT GROUP

It's been a very successful year. We have won four District events, two football competitions, a swimming gala and the West Bay Challenge and have
increased our numbers. We now have enrolled some girls in our Scout section and there are a few vacancies for six and seven year olds in the Beaver
section and a waiting-list for those not yet old enough. The Butlins trip was enjoyed by over sixty people, our bonÞre evening was well attended and we
are having a Christmas party in the WI hall in December. On 23rd January we shall be attending the 11.00 a.m. service at Burton Bradstock church, in
uniform. By the time you read this we shall know whether our planning application has been successful. Finally, many thanks to all the Leaders for their
magniÞcent efforts over the past year and also to all those parents who helped at our events.

Pat Tucker. Group Scout Leader.

THE BRIDE VALLEY POPPY APPEAL

I am pleased to report another record breaking year. The latest Þgure for House to House, Church collections and static points around our Valley is
£1,954.63, up 4.5% on last year. Well done all of you who gave so generously and special thanks to my dedicated band of Collectors who worked so hard.
This Þgure does not include the cheque I received from the Women's Section of £510.51 as a result of the St. Swithin's Band Concert and Coffee morning
at the Burton Bradstock W.l. Hall. Your efforts, ladies, are deeply appreciated by the Legion, thank you so much.

The Poppy Appeal is the main source of revenue for the Legion's Benevolent Fund. All the money you have given, less the cost of the Appeal, goes in this
Fund and is used for the purpose it is donated, to help others! Each year more and more people come to the Legion for help and each year that help costs
more to provide. Daily we see and read of young Service men and women employed upon world peace keeping duties, and this means that there will
always be a need to provide help for them and their dependants, when they themselves no longer can. Thanks again to all of you for your support.

John Ivall Bride Valley Poppy Appeal Organiser

 

Bride Valley Gardening Club

The next meeting will take place on Monday, 10th January at 7.30 p.m. It will consist of an illustrated slide show prepared by Colin Varndell to
commemorate the new millennium, and is entitled 'Old Favourites Spanning 25 Years'. The venue, as usual, will be Thorner's School, Litton Cheney. We
also propose celebrating with a few bubbles!

John Rowlands
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BURTON BRADSTOCK 
Village Correspondent Mr Basil Dent

2, Norburton, Burton Bradstock. Tel:- (01308) 897125

Mid Week Worship -

Holy Communion Wednesdays at 10.00 a.m. followed by coffee in the Rectory

Choir Practices Fridays at 6.00 p.m.

Gift Sunday January 23rd Bride Valley Scout Group

 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Funeral 15th November Bryan E. G. Chapman

Burial of Ashes 20th November Bryan E. G. Chapman

The next Tiny Tots / Pram Service will be held on Friday 4th February. Please note that there will be no Tiny Tots service in January.

The next Healing Services at St Mary’s will be held on Wednesdays 5th January and 9th February at 7 pm. The Lent Course will be taking place on the
Wednesdays in Lent, so Healing Services will be on Mondays 13th March and 10th April, then Wednesday 3rd May.

New Year’s Eve. On 31st December 1999 St Mary’s Church will be open from 11.15 to 11.45 pm for a half-hour New Year’s Eve Service - very informal,
a time largely for quiet reßection.

JANUARY 1st 2000 After the ringing of St Mary’s bells at 12 noon, there will be a short New Millennium Service starting around 12.10 pm.

 

The Parochial Church Council next meets on Monday 17th January in church at 7.00 pm.

Organist / Choirmaster/mistress We still seek a successor to Jim Wilmot. If any reader can put us in touch with a suitable person, or if you have recently
moved to the Valley or nearby and may be interested, please let me know.

In the meantime, we are taking up some local organists’ and pianists’ kind offers to help us out temporarily. We are very grateful to them.

John Atkinson

 

 

 

THE CHURCH BOOKSTALL St Mary's, Burton Bradstock

If you browse among the books and cards on the newly replenished bookstall you will Þnd the following ...

The Case Against God by Gerald Priestland (£2.75). Maybe you think there isn't one? Read this book and you'll soon see what the author is getting at ...
a moving account of the way which many different people approach God.

The Path of Peace by Norman Warren (99p) These reßections on one of the best loved psalms explore the Twenty Third afresh and bring a message of
hope and new life to today's reader.

Broken Windows Broken Lives by Adrian Plass (Special price of £2.99). This story tells of the gulf between dream and reality when an out of work
actor becomes a housemaster in a residential school for "maladjusted" boys. His happy expectation of a starring roll as a modern Dr Barnardo surrounded
by beautiful and grateful children is well out of line. Told with Adrian Plass' usual brand of humour this story is a gripping read.

The Lion Concise Bible Handbook (£7.99).This excellent paperback is crammed with information presented in a simple and interesting way. Part One
sets the Bible in context, while parts Two and Three go through the Old and New Testaments, section by section. As you ßip through you will see that the
information is presented in an accessible way for easy reading.

A varied selection ... come and see for yourself

Sheila Spencer-Smith (898012)

 

 

MILLENNIUM CELEBRATIONS

REMINDER NEW YEAR'S EVE: bonÞre ( beacon ) will be lit at 5.00 pm and extinguished at 7.00 pm at the top of Cliff Road, Burton Bradstock. Please
bring your children and come and try and spot other bonÞres along the coast or inland. At 11.30 pm the W.I. Hall will be open and a welcoming glass of
punch waiting for you. Music will be provided by George Hirst on his accordion. Towards midnight we will go onto The Green when at midnight the
Beacon will be lit to the background of St Mary's bells.

 

 

 

  The Bells of St. Mary's 

When you hear the bells ringing have you ever paused to consider, not the sound, but the bells themselves? How many are there? Are they very large? How
old are they?

At St. Mary's we have six bells. Our two heaviest bells are the oldest and were cast in 1615 and 1616 by the Purdue family at Closworth, which is a small
village just into Somerset and not very far from Yeovil. Though repairs were carried out in 1928 and again in 1994 these two bells are still very much as
they were originally cast, and have been rung for worship, and on occasions of rejoicing and sorrow, for the best part of 400 years. They weigh 8 cwt. and
10 cwt. respectively, measure approx 3 ft. across the mouth of the bow, and stand about the same high. That's quite a lot of metal.

The 4th was also made by the Purdues, in 1651, but in a subsequent overhaul it was found to be untunable and had to be recast. The next to be added was
the 2nd, but not until over a hundred years later, in 1762. By then the Closworth foundry was being worked by James Smith, whose name appears on the
bell, and Thomas Roskelly. This bell also had to be recast in 1928. The 3rd was made in 1800 by another famous bell founding family, the Bilbies of
Cullompton. And the Þnal addition was made in 1928 when the treble was cast by Mears & Stainbank, now known as The Whitechapel Bell Foundry Ltd.

All in all we have quite a historic ring, the youngest bells already having given 70 years' service. It stretches the imagination to try to picture the ringers
through the centuries up there in that same ringing chamber that we stand in today. Of course they were not able to ring and control the bells in quite the
same way as we can now, but that is another story.

Though the weights of the bells may sound impressive, great strength is not a requirement for ringing. It is more of a knack than an exercise of strength.
Should anyone be interested in trying their hand they should contact Basil Dent for further information.

Jane Stubbs

      

 

BURTON BRADSTOCK WI

Who would think that such a happy Christmas atmosphere could be generated in mid-November? We've proved it can. This year our Christmas Lunch at
Highland End took place on 18th November and members and guests enjoyed themselves in the traditional way. Also in November we broke with tradition
and held a Victorian Afternoon on the twenty seventh of the month instead of the usual Christmas Fair. The WI Hall, decked with greenery and tastefully
decorated in the style of the last century, drew enthusiastic crowds. Everyone was welcomed by President Wendy Green and other Victorian ladies all
dressed in their best costumes complete with fetching lacy headgear. Decorated baskets of goodies were for sale, as were Christmas decorations, cakes and
produce and plenty of other items. Christmas hampers were rafßed. For refreshment there were mincepies and mulled wine. A truly successful afternoon.

After the Group Carol Service at Walditch on the 9th our December meeting on the 14th continues the seasonal theme with a talk and demonstration on
table decorations.

Sheila Spencer-Smith

Unveiling of the Burton Bradstock Millennium Tapestry

The Burton Bradstock Millennium Tapestry is now securely in position on the Library wall, shrouded from view until the ofÞcial unveiling. This will take
place on Wednesday 12th January at 3.00 p.m. when it will be handed over to the Parish Council in front of the Millennium Committee, local Councillors
and some of the helpers.

Due to limited space, it has not been possible to invite all those involved in producing the tapestry and so representatives have been chosen by ballot. After
the ceremony the Library will be open from 4.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. when everyone is welcome to come and view the work over a cup of tea.

CHARITY JAZZ NIGHT

On Saturday December 4th we all enjoyed a fabulous early Christmas Party night dancing to the Granada Jazz Band. A big " thank you" to all those who
supported us so generously and a very special "thank you" to those of you who donated some splendid tombola prizes. We raised with your help a very
worthwhile £440.00 for the Marie Curie Nursing Service.

For your Year 2000 Diary please make a note of a big event we are planning on Saturday July 8th, a Masked Ball in the Millennium Marquee. Full details
later in the year.

Thank you again for your support in our Fund Raising events held in the 90's.

Andrea Wilkinson and Barbara Ivall Co-Organisers.

 

Burton Bradstock Village Society.

On one of the coldest evenings of the approaching winter, 60 members attended the November meeting of the Burton Bradstock Village Society, at which
Mr. Colin Barham gave an entertaining talk about the Kentish Hop Gardens. He illustrated his talk with slides, and anecdotes drawn from his mother's
memories of being taken 'hopping", along with thousands of other London families, in the early years of this century.

The January Meeting will be held on Friday 14th, when MP Colin Varndell will give a slide show entitled "Personal Favourites to Celebrate the
Millennium".

Jane Stubbs

Bryan Chapman

We would like to express our thanks to all Dorn and Bryan's friends in Burton Bradstock who provided so much help and support through Bryan's Þnal
illness, and whose care and concern have helped us in the days and weeks since his death in early November.

We shall always remember how packed the church was for his funeral, and how John Atkinson along with friends from the village helped make the service
a true celebration of Bryan's life. It was an occasion that Bryan himself would have thoroughly enjoyed.

Our thanks go as well to all those who contributed to our appeal for a Datascope to help the nursing staff at Langdon Ward of Bridport Community
Hospital who looked after Bryan with such dedication.

I know that Dorn will continue to appreciate over the coming months the friendship of all the many kind people who have made her feel so much a part of
life in Burton Bradstock.

Dorn and Ian Chapman and family

The Children's Society

Sincere thanks to all the box holders for handing these in. This enabled us to send a total of £312.02 to the Society. Thank you too for holding the boxes for
the coming year. The Gift Day in church on Sunday 21st November raised a further £69.43 for the Society. Many thanks to all those who helped to raise
this total.

Greta Heal
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SWYRE 
Village Correspondent: Mrs.Gilly Doar

Paddock Lodge Swyre

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the normal pattern of Church Services on the 1st and 3rd Sundays will be reversed, and we hope this will
remain the pattern for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 6.30 p.m. Evensong

3rd " " " 11.00 a.m. Parish Communion

Please note, however, that we begin by immediately making an exception! (see below)

Songs Of Praise. Instead of the 6.30 p.m. Evensong which should be happening on January 2nd, we will be having a Songs of Praise Service at 3.00 p.m.
At this, we will be singing in (again?) the Millennium with some traditional, but now not so often sung, Christmas Carols. These include "God rest ye
merry gentlemen" and "Good King Wenceslas". What a good way to remove any millennial celebration cobwebs! To conÞrm: SUNDAY 2ND JANUARY-
--CAROLS OF PRAISE---3.00 O’CLOCK

Anthony Ashwell

 

We wish everyone in the Bride Valley a Happy New Year.

Welcome to Wendy and Paul Pritchard who have come to live at Swyre Cross.

Holy Trinity Swyre

A beautiful red altar frontal with matching lectern cloth and offertory bag were dedicated at Evensong on Sunday 21 November. The frontal and lectern
cloth were rnade by Mrs Vera Hirst, Mrs Anna Lovell helped with the design. The offertory bag was made by Mrs Deborah Wordsworth. The funding was
from the Trinity weekend held in May. The blue tower curtains, a gift to the church nine years ago, were also dedicated at the service.

Mrs Vera Howard

Swyre Parish Meeting

The Millennium map: It was decided by the Parish meeting that a high deÞnition transparency would be taken of the completed map and all reproductive
work will be produced from this transparency. The original map will be stored at the Public Records OfÞce at Dorchester where it will be available for
viewing. The map will remain in the ownership of the village.

Millennium Spoons: A survey of the children in the village has been undertaken and a silver plated spoon will be given to each child to mark the
Millennium. The village is grateful to an anonymous donor for the funds to purchase the spoons. When the Parish Map is unveiled after the winter, when
hopefully the weather will be more clement, the spoons will be presented to the children. It was thought that the children would have many gifts at
Christmas time and that the spoon would be a more special gift later in the year.

Policing in the Valley: Police Constable Jeff Barker who has a special responsibility for our village spoke at the Parish Meeting. He introduced himself
and explained that he and two other constables, Dave Bird and Dave Nash were the three ofÞcers responsible for our area. He urged villagers to report any
suspicious incidents, saying that the ofÞcers would rather be called and not Þnd a problem, than not to be alerted to a potential incident. He suggested as an
alternative to ringing 999 for an emergency, or if a suspicious incident was taking place, telephone number 01305 251212 could be used, with a request to
speak to the control room. The number is manned 24 hours a day.

Precept: The precept for the year 2000/2001 was set at the reduced amount of two hundred pounds.
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Mrs M. Marshall

 PUNCKNOWLE & WEST BEXINGTON
Village Correspondent: Mrs Dorothy Barlow

Collingbourne, Hoopers Lane, Puncknowle

Telephone: (01308) 897761

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church has a new pattern of worship which we hope will stay in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

2nd ditto 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion

3rd ditto 11.00 a.m. Matins

4th ditto 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

5th Sunday Services will remain ßexible, and in a relevant month the time can be found either in The B.V.N. or on the previous week’s pewsheet.

( This January’s 5th Sunday Service, on the 30th, will be a Parish Communion at 9.30 a.m.)

The major change is the moving of the Family Service to the Þrst Sunday where it will not clash with the Sunday Club.

"Millennium Services"

A "Millennium Service" will be held on 1st January(!) at 12 noon or soon after, to accommodate the millennial bells. The service will last about 20 minutes
and everybody is most welcome.

Our "Sunday Millennium Service" will be a (Family) Service for all ages and will be at 9.30 a.m. on January 2nd. We encourage everybody to bring to
Church something which reminds them of the unchanging message of Christmas.

Anthony Ashwell

The Village Social Evening

At our December meeting Richard Edmonds gave an enthralling talk, accompanied by excellent slides, on the Dorset Jurassic Coast from East Devon to
beyond Kimmeridge. There will be NO MEETING in January, but do come on 3rd February at 7.30pm in the Hall, when Arthur Pearce, who has just come
back from Australia, will talk and show slides on Australian Aboriginal Art and rock paintings. Everyone is welcome.
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 LITTON CHENEY Village Correspondents: Mr & Mrs. N.Gardener 1 Rose Cottages, Litton Cheney Tel: ( 01308 )
482323

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church has a new Pattern of Worship, which we hope will stay in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 11.00 a.m. Parish Communion

2nd " " 11.00 a.m. Matins

3rd " " 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

4th " " 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

5th Sunday Services will remain ßexible, and in a relevant month the time can be found either in The B.V.N. or on the previous week’s pewsheet. (This
January’s 5th Sunday Service on the 30th will be an Evensong at 6.30 p.m.)

The "Millennium Service" will be held on 1st January(!) at 12 noon or soon after, to accommodate the millennial bells. The service will last about 20
minutes and everybody is most welcome.

The Day After Christmas is both St. Stephen’s Day and a Sunday. We will be having a said traditional Holy Communion Service at 9.30 a.m.-the only
Service on this day for the east end of the Valley.

Anthony Ashwell

Due to a very early going-to-press date this month village news is thin on the ground and we have no information or news to pass on to readers of the
BVN. However, as your village correspondents, we wish you a very happy Christmas and every good wish for the future millennium celebrations and the
year to come.

Norman & Mollie Gardener

***************************STOP PRESS**************************

Thorner’s School, Litton Cheney

Lots of people will have made new year resolutions….. but how many people have kept them? We all tend to have good intentions, but reality is different.
My resolution is to unpack and not live out of boxes. During the last term I was never sure where I was and what was mine. Renting a share of a house in
Portland and most of my belongings were still in Bristol meant that I had to plan well in advance if I wanted something particular, as my trips to Bristol
were not frequent or regular. So this year will be the year when I start putting my roots down and hopefully will really feel part of Bridport and Dorset. It
has given me a fresh appreciation of what it must be like for a child coming into school for the Þrst time, or for those parents who are not comfortable
when entering school, especially if they had an unhappy experience. It can be quite daunting to tackle something new but with the support of family and
friends it can be eased. I hope that we at Thorner’s can give that support to present community members and extend it to the new members of our villages
of which there are quite a few. I was surprised to be introduced to a number of people during the run up to Christmas, who have left the area but still feel
that they have connections here and are made welcome on their return to see ‘old’ friends. I have certainly been very lucky to have had so many people
who were willing to give help and advice….I am sure that the staff are fed up with me asking ‘Where is that? North, south, east or west of here?’ I am
pleased to say that they never once resorted to pulling out a map and pointing but were always willing to talk it through. Thank you for that. I also hope
that I am now able to Þnd my way around without getting lost too often.

This term class 4 are working with Burton Bradstock and Loders schools and an artist on a digital arts project. The children are aiming to make use of
camcorders, computers and digital cameras, learning better techniques and hopefully by the end of term we will have a web page to show for all the effort.
The children will collaborate at different stages and will pass on knowledge that they have gained to others within school. So keep watching for
information on how to access this material.

While practising for our Christmas production we were often at a loss for a musician to accompany us. We do have a member of staff who can play but
unfortunately she only works for half the week. Rehearsals at the start of the week were Þne, we had Mrs Hooper, we had music; but at the end of the
week, we tried hard, we knew the words, we made a noise (not always very tuneful especially with me leading!). I was wondering if there is someone
locally who could play the piano or keyboard for us at such times, maybe a retired person who enjoys playing and could volunteer to help us in our hour of
need on occasions. We would be very grateful. Please get in touch.

100 club winners: Carol Randall £15 and

Mr Pinkett £10

Alison Johnstone Headteacher.
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 LONG BREDY Village Correspondents: Mr & Mrs Patrick Frost Bridelands

Tel ( 01308 ) 482269

Church Service Times Starting this month, the normal pattern of Church Services will be reversed and the Family Service will move to the earlier time of
9.30 a.m. We hope that this new pattern will remain in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

3rd Sunday ................. 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

All Bride Valley Church Family Services are now at 9.30 a.m.

The Holy Communion Service on 2nd January will as usual follow the traditional rite, and it will be a most appropriate way of bringing the old into the
new. Anthony Ashwell

 

Poppy Appeal. The sale of poppies prior to Remembrance Sunday brought in the sum of £87.30, for which the local Bride Valley organiser has said a very
big "thank you".

Neuro-Surgery. The parents and grandparents of Kieran Mulhall, born on the 3rd August, are most grateful for the prayers and messages of good will
which they have received during the time that Kieran has spent in Southampton Hospital. His condition was such that a course of neuro-surgery started at
the tender age of 10 weeks. It is pleasing to report that he was discharged from Southampton during the Þrst week in December.

Christingle Service. The Church was seasonally decorated for the Christingle Service held on the 5th December. A strong team of helpers had prepared
the candles during the previous day, the materials for which had been donated by Mrs. Pamela Coe, in memory of her late husband. The Village Singers
were also in attendance, and the Lullaby they sang after the children had lit their candles made a most moving impression. Many thanks to all who had
helped in any way. The collection, in aid of the Children's Society, amounted to £120.53.

A Happy New Year to you all!
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LITTLEBREDY 
Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church Services on the 2nd and 4th Sundays will both now be at 9.30 a.m., and this should remain the
pattern for at least the next 2 years.

2nd Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

4th Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

With Long Bredy also moving its Family Service to 9.30 a.m., this means that all Valley Family Services now begin at 9.30 a.m.

Anthony Ashwell

LITTLEBREDY NOTES.

Two welcomes to stress this month: Þrstly to young Edmund Shackleton, who was born at Top Parts on the 16th November, just too late for inclusion in
last month's notes. Belatedly but cordially, therefore, we extend all congratulations to Jasper and Jo, and we wish all three of them great happiness together.

Secondly, welcome also to Simon and Siobhan Baxter, who, with young Nathan and Kieran, are moving into Spring Cottage. The observant will have
noticed lights ablaze as decorations get under way, and we wish the family well in their new home.

The meeting scheduled to discuss the future of the Village Hall will take place in the second half of February, so please look out for an exact date in next
month's BVN. As for venue, Chris and Judy Yates have agreed to host it in Gardens Cottage, so we say thank you to them.

We also say congratulations to Chris, who has been elected to the Daffodil and Tulip Committee of the Royal Horticultural Society. This is a high honour
in the horticultural world, and one which those who know their expertise and work here and elsewhere will know is well deserved.

Congratulations too to Rachel Hallett, whose graduation ceremony as B.Sc.(Hons) in Geography took place at Plymouth University in December.

Finally, of course, it is too late for Christmas greetings in this magazine, but not too late to extend to all readers, within Littlebredy and further aÞeld, all
very best wishes for happiness and fulÞlment in 2000 and beyond.
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SHIPTON GORGE  Village Correspondent: Mrs.Joy White Eastcote 3 Gullivers Orchard Shipton Gorge
Tel(01308)897974

JANUARY 1st 2000 After the ringing of St Martin’s bells at 12 noon, there will be a short New Millennium Service starting around 12.15 pm, when
the refurbished churchyard gates will be dedicated.

The Village Notice Board has been re-positioned to its new site near the New Inn by kind permission of Andrew & Margaret Duffy.

R..Langran Parish Council

As in previous years there is to be a PLANT SALE held adjacent to the Village Hall on Saturday 29th April. It is hoped that with plenty of advance
notice, those of you with green Þngers will pot up stray plants, take cuttings or nurture seeds in your greenhouse ready for this occasion. This year's
proceeds will be to our church funds and your support will be greatly appreciated. Jan Shaw 897524

Shipton Gorge 100 Club Winners for the December Draw

£50 No:62 Liz Fulford

£20 No: 26 Lyn Grey

£10 Nos: 23, 67, 32 Bette Danby Joyce Crutchley Gary Warren
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Millennium Quiz
Match each character to the correct century from the Þrst two millennia. e.g. (a) William I C11th

(a) He defeated Harold at Hastings

(b) He built a wall as a defence against the Picts and the Scots.

(c) She mourned for her husband on the Isle of Wight.

(d) He reputedly burnt some cakes.

(e) The Magna Carta was signed in his reign.

(f) King of Northumbria killed at Oswestry.

(g) The writer of 34 plays wrote "What a piece of work man is.."

(h) The city of Istanbul was originally named after him.

(i) He roused his troops to an English victory at Agincourt.

(j) A Queen who led a revolt against the Romans.

(k) He became Archbishop of Canterbury; a present day Society for the blind bears the same name.

(l) He wrote a series of Tales named after a city in Kent.

(m) A venerable monk who wrote an Ecclesiastical History of the English People.

(n) A man, not a king, ( with a round head? ) who ruled England as Lord Protector.

(o) H-----t & H---a settled in Kent.

(p) The founder of Methodism

(q) Father of (h)

(r) An Archbishop murdered at Canterbury

(s) He inspired his nation "at their darkest hour."

(t) Pope Gregory the Great sent him on a mission to Kent

Answers in next month's B.V.N.
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New Year Closures
Burton Bradstock Library will re-open after the holiday on Tuesday 4th January 2000.

Drs.Pouncey, Baird & Fowler Surgeries

The surgery will be closed:

Friday December 31st

Saturday January 1st

Sunday January 2nd

Appointments can be made for Monday 3rd on that morning when there will be a Portesham surgery from 9.00am - 12 noon

Normal Surgery from January 4th
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Thought for the Month
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Puncknowle Swyre & West Bexington Lunch Club 
Incorporates Chilcombe, Long Bredy and Little Bredy 

 

Puncknowle Village Hall 12.30pm for 1.00pm, Lunches cost £6 
 

Lunches cost £6 
 

21st April: Roast Beef & Yorkshire Pudding, Roast Potatoes 
Dessert to follow 

 

Future dates 2026 
 

19th May: Coronation Chicken, Dessert to follow 
 

16th June: Vegetable Risotto with Herby Chicken Thighs, 
Dessert to follow 

 

All meals include fruit juice to start and cheese and biscuits with tea or 
coffee.  

 

Vegetarian option can be provided. 
 

Enquiries – please contact David Buckland 01308 898492 for more 
details 
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Coffee Break 
 

February’s Coffee Break was quieter than normal; we assume many people were 
celebrating Valentine’s Day in another way! Those who attended enjoyed a good 
morning with the normal wonderful cakes, hot drinks and good conversation.  
 

Come Along Inn 
 

Thanks to all who attended the Come Along Inn in February, another successful 
social evening in the village. As always thanks to the hard-working volunteers who 
make this popular event happen.  
 

St Peter’s Church 
 

The Sunday service on the 15th February took place in the Village Hall due to 
School Hill being closed making access to the church difficult. Refreshments were 
served after the service. Rev’d Andrew led the service and it was good to see the 
positive progress he has made after his accident. The Church is open during the 
day and there is a craft table available to make an Easter card - refreshments are 
also available. From the 1st of April anyone is welcome to leave flowers in the 
Church to be used for decorating it for Easter. If you would prefer, you are 
welcome to join the team on Saturday 4th April to help with the Easter decorations. 
We would love to encourage any children to make an Easter Garden that can be 
part of the displays. 
 

Future Events 
 

Coffee Break  
 

Coffee Break this month will take place on Saturday 11th April, 10.30am–
12:00noon at Long Bredy Village Hall. Although we will only just be getting over 
eating Easter Eggs, I am sure that you will be able to find space for some delicious 
cake. If not just come to catch up with your neighbours.   
 

Come Along Inn 
 

The Come Along Inn this month will take place on Friday 17th April. 5.30pm–
9.00pm, Long Bredy Village Hall. April brings lighter evenings and warmer weather 
to encourage you to come out, socialise and partake in a drink and possibly 
something to eat. 
 
St Peter’s Church 
 

The Easter service at St Peter’s this year will be on Easter Sunday, 5th April at 
9:30am. This will be Holy Communion with Rev’d Andrew. Refreshments will be 
served after the service. 
Sunday 19th April our Morning Worship service will be at 11.00am. 
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Plant Sale 
 

The annual plant sale will be held at Manor Farm Yard, on Saturday 9th May 
opening at 10.00am. So, if you have any surplus plants or have any unwanted 
gardening tools that are still good to use please donate them. Contact Sue Dyer 
01308 482882, Corner Cottage, Long Bredy. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Bride Valley and Chesil Benefice – Bring & Share Lunches 2026 
 

Thank you to everyone who supports this event when we share a delicious lunch 
and enjoy the chance to chat and meet new friends and old. As always, everyone 
of any faith and none is warmly welcomed. 
 

The dates for the rest of the year (Sundays) are 3rd May, 5th July, 6th September 
and 1st November in Burton Bradstock Village Hall. Food may be dropped off after 
10.00am or brought with you, ready to serve up at 12.30pm. 
 

If you need further information about this event, please call 01308 897273, leave 
a message with your name and number and we will call you back. 
 

We hope to see you there! 
 

Tots Time 
 

Tot Time meets every Friday during term time at St Mary’s Church from 2.00–
3.15pm and offers a warm welcome to everyone – bumps, babies and toddlers 
alike! It’s a relaxed and happy space where little ones can explore, create and play 
together while their grown-ups enjoy a well-earned cup of tea and a chat. In recent 
weeks we’ve had lots of fun getting messy with paint, squeezing and shaping 
playdough, sharing favourite stories, and making the most of free play with toys 
and activities. It’s always a joy to see friendships forming, both for the children 
and for their loved ones. Whether you’re a regular or thinking of coming along for 
the first time, we would be delighted to welcome you. 
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Burton Bradstock    
Village Correspondent: Pat Gra3on 
Email: patgra3on43@gmail.com        01308 898264 
Village website: http://www.burtonbradstockvillage.org 

Littlebredy    
Village Correspondent: Tim Laycock 
Email: t.laycock70@gmail.com        01308 482443 
Village website: http://www.littlebredy.com 
 

 

Bride Valley News

January 2000 Index

Church Service Times
From The Clergy

Main BVN menu Church Calender - Jan 2000
Valley Notes
Burton Bradstock
Swyre
Puncknowle & West Bexington
Litton Cheney
Long Bredy
Littlebredy
Shipton Gorge
Millennium Quiz
New Year Closures
Thought for the Month

 FROM THE CLERGY 

Last month two people offered me their views on the state of the world. They were rather different from the usual, ‘I don’t know what the world is coming
to!’.

One said, ‘The world is getting better and better, and look now at the wonderful prospect of peace and co-operation in Northern Ireland’. The other said,
‘There are so many troubled people in the world. We must help wherever we can, and always have the troubled in our prayers’.

The Þrst comment was an echo of one I heard from a priest many years ago. He said, ‘It’s not, "Whatever is the world coming to?", but rather, "Look what
the world is coming from"’.

As we enter the year 2000 we are aware of the progress of the human race. We have come a long way from the Dark Ages. We have passed through the
Middle Ages and the Renaissance, and have long entered the ‘Age of Enlightenment’. Yet there are living today many millions people without those
simplest requirements of food, clean water, shelter and education, and a peaceful existence, never mind ‘enlightenment’.

Christianity has been with us for 2000 years. Its history is chequered. It has an enormous amount of which to be proud, and much for which to be penitent.
In spite of the bad things in the practice of the faith, there is nothing wrong with God, Jesus Christ or Christianity. Christians, like people of all faiths and
none, are basically fallible human beings. We all have a built-in failure factor. Thankfully we all have a built-in optimism factor, too.

As we enter this new millennium, among the jolliÞcations pause to consider. Give thanks for the coming of God as Man into the world he created; for 2000
years of Christianity; for God’s achievement in men and women over the centuries. Then consider how things might be improved. What can you do to
further the growth and happiness of individuals and nations? Perhaps somewhere in all that there may be a personal very special New Year’s resolution for
a very special year.

In the name of Jesus Christ, whose birthday we continue to celebrate, I send greetings and very best wishes to all our readers.

John Atkinson

Return to Index

Church Calendar - January 2000
1 The Naming & Circumcision of Jesus. Luke 2, v.15-21.

2 The Second Sunday of Christmas.

Basil the Great and Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishops, Teachers, 379 & 389.

6 The Epiphany. Matthew 2, v.1-12.

9 The Baptism of Christ.(First Sunday of Epiphany). Mark 1, v.4-11.

10 William Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1645.

11 Mary Slessor, Missionary in West Africa, 1915.

12 Aelred of Hexham, Abbot of Rievaulx, 1167.

13 Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers, Teacher, 367.

16 The Second Sunday of Epiphany.

17 Antony of Egypt, Hermit, Abbot, 356.

18 The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity - until 25th.

19 Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester, 1095.

20 Richard Rolle of Hampole, Spiritual Writer, 1349.

21 Agnes, Child-Martyr at Rome, 304.

22 Vincent of Saragossa, Deacon,First Martyr of Spain, 304.

23 The Third Sunday of Epiphany.

24 Francis de Sales, Bishop of Geneva, Teacher, 1622.

25 The Conversion of Paul. Acts 9, v.1-22.

26 Timothy and Titus, Companions of Paul.Timothy 2, v.1-8.

28 Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Philosopher, Teacher, 1274.

30 The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany.

Charles 1, King and Martyr, 1649.
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Valley Notes
 

 

The Millennium and the Bells (East End of the Valley) The Millennium Celebrations at and around Litton Cheney, in which our bellringers are playing
(ringing?) such a vital part run something like this:

New Year's Eve: The Old Year rung out and the Millennial Year in (circa 11.30p.m....)

New Year's Day: The Litton Cheney bells will be rung from 11.45 a.m. for between 15 and 30 minutes, in line with many churches throughout the world.
There then will be a short Service in Church to which all are most welcome, and this will follow the order entitled "Celebration 2000", put together by The
Open Churches Trust. To conÞrm:

THE 2000 SERVICE --- 12 NOON (APPROX) --- LITTON CHENEY --- JAN. 1st!

THE 2000 SERVICE --- 12 NOON (APPROX) --- PUNCKNOWLE --- JAN. 1st! Anthony Ashwell

 

FURTHER CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS a Pre-Lent Discussion Series. The stories surrounding the Nativity charm, even bring us to our knees, Christmas
after Christmas. But they are so much more than just stories; within them lie truths and challenges for every Millennium. The following is the programme
we are proposing. Everyone is most welcome to join us:

1.Angels - then and now.

January 12th at WestÞeld, Shipton La., B.Bradstock (897445)

January l9th at 5 Malters Cottages, Litton Cheney ( 482483 )

2. The supportive family.

January 26th at 3, Charles Rd., B. Bradstock (897215)

February 2nd at 8 Coombes Close, Litton Cheney ( 482315 )

3. The signiÞcance of the shepherds.

February 9th at Fir Tree Cottage, Shipton Gorge (897610)

February 16th at 11 Barges Close, Litton Cheney ( 482598 )

4. Astrologers in the Gospel

February 23rd at Casterbridge, Annings La., B.Bradstock (897408) March lst at The Rectory, Litton Cheney ( 482302 )

All these discussion groups commence at 7.30 pm with coffee and should Þnish in time for "home" at 9.15 pm.

Anthony Ashwell

Burton Bradstock School

Struggling with a Tizer overdose and picking through the wreckage of my lounge following the family New Year party, I kick over a tin of fortune cookies.
Lurching over to the kitchen table I down three Alka Seltzers, and break the Þrst cookie.

In February 2000 'Turn Towards (a better future), the school Millennium song reaches No. 1 in the charts only to be knocked off the top spot the following
week by Cliff Richard's new single, 'The Prayer of St Francis' sung to the tune of Rolf Harris' 'Tie me Kangaroo Down'. Intrigued by this revelation I break
another with mounting excitement.

In June the Government announces the logical extension of the school league tables. Heads are to be replaced by Managers and schools can be promoted or
relegated at the end of the season according to their position. Staff shall henceforth be known as trainers and sponsors clamour to get their brand name on
school sweatshirts. Snap! Crumbs ßy, another paper twist unrolls..

July sees the ofÞcial opening of the villages' own (canvas) Millennium Dome. Visitors pour in to marvel at the… er… chairs…walls…stage… spirit zone
(The Dove's mobile bar). Burton Academicals (as the school is now known) choir perform their latest song 'I'm a little teapot' to the tune of 'Glory, Glory,
Man. United.' September brings another imaginative Government initiative that provides thousands of extra pounds for its cash starved schools. The plan is
devastatingly simple. All school buildings are sold to companies such as Smiths Crisps, Times Newspaper Group, K.P. and McVities who use the premises
to manufacture squillions of bags of crisps, newspapers etc… with tokens. Parents collect the tokens to exchange for computers, books, pencils, paper and
other luxuries. A small hiccup in the plan is discovered when staff, sorry - trainers, realise that they have nowhere to educate the children. Burton's
Millennium Tent suddenly Þnds a 'raison d' etre.'

In November the Government, hard on the heels of Literacy and Numeracy hour is forced to introduce 'Consumeracy Hour' as parents fail to respond to
September's 'token' initiative. Families are encouraged to spend an hour after school each day stufÞng their faces with cheerios, crisps and hula hoops
while reading 'The Express' from cover to cover. Many thousand die of new disease 'Consumerus Overloadus'.

December sees Burton Academicals promoted to Division 1 of the Tesco League. Celebrations are tempered by the news that the school will have to
relocate to the Millennium Dome in London, along with all other schools in a bold Government attempt to cut costs and 'rationalise' the Education System.

Oh, fortune cookies are a load of nonsense….aren't they?

A warm welcome to Jack Bragg who joins us in Class 1 after the New Year.

A happy New Year to you all.

David Powell

100 club winners November

£20 Mrs J. Wyatt

£10 Mrs Bolt

£5 Mrs Follett

( Thank you, David, for your Millennial predictions. We look forward to your review, in December, of the year 2000 with great anticipation. Ed.!)

Please see STOP PRESS for the report from Thorner's School

BRIDE VALLEY SCOUT GROUP

It's been a very successful year. We have won four District events, two football competitions, a swimming gala and the West Bay Challenge and have
increased our numbers. We now have enrolled some girls in our Scout section and there are a few vacancies for six and seven year olds in the Beaver
section and a waiting-list for those not yet old enough. The Butlins trip was enjoyed by over sixty people, our bonÞre evening was well attended and we
are having a Christmas party in the WI hall in December. On 23rd January we shall be attending the 11.00 a.m. service at Burton Bradstock church, in
uniform. By the time you read this we shall know whether our planning application has been successful. Finally, many thanks to all the Leaders for their
magniÞcent efforts over the past year and also to all those parents who helped at our events.

Pat Tucker. Group Scout Leader.

THE BRIDE VALLEY POPPY APPEAL

I am pleased to report another record breaking year. The latest Þgure for House to House, Church collections and static points around our Valley is
£1,954.63, up 4.5% on last year. Well done all of you who gave so generously and special thanks to my dedicated band of Collectors who worked so hard.
This Þgure does not include the cheque I received from the Women's Section of £510.51 as a result of the St. Swithin's Band Concert and Coffee morning
at the Burton Bradstock W.l. Hall. Your efforts, ladies, are deeply appreciated by the Legion, thank you so much.

The Poppy Appeal is the main source of revenue for the Legion's Benevolent Fund. All the money you have given, less the cost of the Appeal, goes in this
Fund and is used for the purpose it is donated, to help others! Each year more and more people come to the Legion for help and each year that help costs
more to provide. Daily we see and read of young Service men and women employed upon world peace keeping duties, and this means that there will
always be a need to provide help for them and their dependants, when they themselves no longer can. Thanks again to all of you for your support.

John Ivall Bride Valley Poppy Appeal Organiser

 

Bride Valley Gardening Club

The next meeting will take place on Monday, 10th January at 7.30 p.m. It will consist of an illustrated slide show prepared by Colin Varndell to
commemorate the new millennium, and is entitled 'Old Favourites Spanning 25 Years'. The venue, as usual, will be Thorner's School, Litton Cheney. We
also propose celebrating with a few bubbles!

John Rowlands
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BURTON BRADSTOCK 
Village Correspondent Mr Basil Dent

2, Norburton, Burton Bradstock. Tel:- (01308) 897125

Mid Week Worship -

Holy Communion Wednesdays at 10.00 a.m. followed by coffee in the Rectory

Choir Practices Fridays at 6.00 p.m.

Gift Sunday January 23rd Bride Valley Scout Group

 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Funeral 15th November Bryan E. G. Chapman

Burial of Ashes 20th November Bryan E. G. Chapman

The next Tiny Tots / Pram Service will be held on Friday 4th February. Please note that there will be no Tiny Tots service in January.

The next Healing Services at St Mary’s will be held on Wednesdays 5th January and 9th February at 7 pm. The Lent Course will be taking place on the
Wednesdays in Lent, so Healing Services will be on Mondays 13th March and 10th April, then Wednesday 3rd May.

New Year’s Eve. On 31st December 1999 St Mary’s Church will be open from 11.15 to 11.45 pm for a half-hour New Year’s Eve Service - very informal,
a time largely for quiet reßection.

JANUARY 1st 2000 After the ringing of St Mary’s bells at 12 noon, there will be a short New Millennium Service starting around 12.10 pm.

 

The Parochial Church Council next meets on Monday 17th January in church at 7.00 pm.

Organist / Choirmaster/mistress We still seek a successor to Jim Wilmot. If any reader can put us in touch with a suitable person, or if you have recently
moved to the Valley or nearby and may be interested, please let me know.

In the meantime, we are taking up some local organists’ and pianists’ kind offers to help us out temporarily. We are very grateful to them.

John Atkinson

 

 

 

THE CHURCH BOOKSTALL St Mary's, Burton Bradstock

If you browse among the books and cards on the newly replenished bookstall you will Þnd the following ...

The Case Against God by Gerald Priestland (£2.75). Maybe you think there isn't one? Read this book and you'll soon see what the author is getting at ...
a moving account of the way which many different people approach God.

The Path of Peace by Norman Warren (99p) These reßections on one of the best loved psalms explore the Twenty Third afresh and bring a message of
hope and new life to today's reader.

Broken Windows Broken Lives by Adrian Plass (Special price of £2.99). This story tells of the gulf between dream and reality when an out of work
actor becomes a housemaster in a residential school for "maladjusted" boys. His happy expectation of a starring roll as a modern Dr Barnardo surrounded
by beautiful and grateful children is well out of line. Told with Adrian Plass' usual brand of humour this story is a gripping read.

The Lion Concise Bible Handbook (£7.99).This excellent paperback is crammed with information presented in a simple and interesting way. Part One
sets the Bible in context, while parts Two and Three go through the Old and New Testaments, section by section. As you ßip through you will see that the
information is presented in an accessible way for easy reading.

A varied selection ... come and see for yourself

Sheila Spencer-Smith (898012)

 

 

MILLENNIUM CELEBRATIONS

REMINDER NEW YEAR'S EVE: bonÞre ( beacon ) will be lit at 5.00 pm and extinguished at 7.00 pm at the top of Cliff Road, Burton Bradstock. Please
bring your children and come and try and spot other bonÞres along the coast or inland. At 11.30 pm the W.I. Hall will be open and a welcoming glass of
punch waiting for you. Music will be provided by George Hirst on his accordion. Towards midnight we will go onto The Green when at midnight the
Beacon will be lit to the background of St Mary's bells.

 

 

 

  The Bells of St. Mary's 

When you hear the bells ringing have you ever paused to consider, not the sound, but the bells themselves? How many are there? Are they very large? How
old are they?

At St. Mary's we have six bells. Our two heaviest bells are the oldest and were cast in 1615 and 1616 by the Purdue family at Closworth, which is a small
village just into Somerset and not very far from Yeovil. Though repairs were carried out in 1928 and again in 1994 these two bells are still very much as
they were originally cast, and have been rung for worship, and on occasions of rejoicing and sorrow, for the best part of 400 years. They weigh 8 cwt. and
10 cwt. respectively, measure approx 3 ft. across the mouth of the bow, and stand about the same high. That's quite a lot of metal.

The 4th was also made by the Purdues, in 1651, but in a subsequent overhaul it was found to be untunable and had to be recast. The next to be added was
the 2nd, but not until over a hundred years later, in 1762. By then the Closworth foundry was being worked by James Smith, whose name appears on the
bell, and Thomas Roskelly. This bell also had to be recast in 1928. The 3rd was made in 1800 by another famous bell founding family, the Bilbies of
Cullompton. And the Þnal addition was made in 1928 when the treble was cast by Mears & Stainbank, now known as The Whitechapel Bell Foundry Ltd.

All in all we have quite a historic ring, the youngest bells already having given 70 years' service. It stretches the imagination to try to picture the ringers
through the centuries up there in that same ringing chamber that we stand in today. Of course they were not able to ring and control the bells in quite the
same way as we can now, but that is another story.

Though the weights of the bells may sound impressive, great strength is not a requirement for ringing. It is more of a knack than an exercise of strength.
Should anyone be interested in trying their hand they should contact Basil Dent for further information.

Jane Stubbs

      

 

BURTON BRADSTOCK WI

Who would think that such a happy Christmas atmosphere could be generated in mid-November? We've proved it can. This year our Christmas Lunch at
Highland End took place on 18th November and members and guests enjoyed themselves in the traditional way. Also in November we broke with tradition
and held a Victorian Afternoon on the twenty seventh of the month instead of the usual Christmas Fair. The WI Hall, decked with greenery and tastefully
decorated in the style of the last century, drew enthusiastic crowds. Everyone was welcomed by President Wendy Green and other Victorian ladies all
dressed in their best costumes complete with fetching lacy headgear. Decorated baskets of goodies were for sale, as were Christmas decorations, cakes and
produce and plenty of other items. Christmas hampers were rafßed. For refreshment there were mincepies and mulled wine. A truly successful afternoon.

After the Group Carol Service at Walditch on the 9th our December meeting on the 14th continues the seasonal theme with a talk and demonstration on
table decorations.

Sheila Spencer-Smith

Unveiling of the Burton Bradstock Millennium Tapestry

The Burton Bradstock Millennium Tapestry is now securely in position on the Library wall, shrouded from view until the ofÞcial unveiling. This will take
place on Wednesday 12th January at 3.00 p.m. when it will be handed over to the Parish Council in front of the Millennium Committee, local Councillors
and some of the helpers.

Due to limited space, it has not been possible to invite all those involved in producing the tapestry and so representatives have been chosen by ballot. After
the ceremony the Library will be open from 4.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. when everyone is welcome to come and view the work over a cup of tea.

CHARITY JAZZ NIGHT

On Saturday December 4th we all enjoyed a fabulous early Christmas Party night dancing to the Granada Jazz Band. A big " thank you" to all those who
supported us so generously and a very special "thank you" to those of you who donated some splendid tombola prizes. We raised with your help a very
worthwhile £440.00 for the Marie Curie Nursing Service.

For your Year 2000 Diary please make a note of a big event we are planning on Saturday July 8th, a Masked Ball in the Millennium Marquee. Full details
later in the year.

Thank you again for your support in our Fund Raising events held in the 90's.

Andrea Wilkinson and Barbara Ivall Co-Organisers.

 

Burton Bradstock Village Society.

On one of the coldest evenings of the approaching winter, 60 members attended the November meeting of the Burton Bradstock Village Society, at which
Mr. Colin Barham gave an entertaining talk about the Kentish Hop Gardens. He illustrated his talk with slides, and anecdotes drawn from his mother's
memories of being taken 'hopping", along with thousands of other London families, in the early years of this century.

The January Meeting will be held on Friday 14th, when MP Colin Varndell will give a slide show entitled "Personal Favourites to Celebrate the
Millennium".

Jane Stubbs

Bryan Chapman

We would like to express our thanks to all Dorn and Bryan's friends in Burton Bradstock who provided so much help and support through Bryan's Þnal
illness, and whose care and concern have helped us in the days and weeks since his death in early November.

We shall always remember how packed the church was for his funeral, and how John Atkinson along with friends from the village helped make the service
a true celebration of Bryan's life. It was an occasion that Bryan himself would have thoroughly enjoyed.

Our thanks go as well to all those who contributed to our appeal for a Datascope to help the nursing staff at Langdon Ward of Bridport Community
Hospital who looked after Bryan with such dedication.

I know that Dorn will continue to appreciate over the coming months the friendship of all the many kind people who have made her feel so much a part of
life in Burton Bradstock.

Dorn and Ian Chapman and family

The Children's Society

Sincere thanks to all the box holders for handing these in. This enabled us to send a total of £312.02 to the Society. Thank you too for holding the boxes for
the coming year. The Gift Day in church on Sunday 21st November raised a further £69.43 for the Society. Many thanks to all those who helped to raise
this total.

Greta Heal
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SWYRE 
Village Correspondent: Mrs.Gilly Doar

Paddock Lodge Swyre

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the normal pattern of Church Services on the 1st and 3rd Sundays will be reversed, and we hope this will
remain the pattern for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 6.30 p.m. Evensong

3rd " " " 11.00 a.m. Parish Communion

Please note, however, that we begin by immediately making an exception! (see below)

Songs Of Praise. Instead of the 6.30 p.m. Evensong which should be happening on January 2nd, we will be having a Songs of Praise Service at 3.00 p.m.
At this, we will be singing in (again?) the Millennium with some traditional, but now not so often sung, Christmas Carols. These include "God rest ye
merry gentlemen" and "Good King Wenceslas". What a good way to remove any millennial celebration cobwebs! To conÞrm: SUNDAY 2ND JANUARY-
--CAROLS OF PRAISE---3.00 O’CLOCK

Anthony Ashwell

 

We wish everyone in the Bride Valley a Happy New Year.

Welcome to Wendy and Paul Pritchard who have come to live at Swyre Cross.

Holy Trinity Swyre

A beautiful red altar frontal with matching lectern cloth and offertory bag were dedicated at Evensong on Sunday 21 November. The frontal and lectern
cloth were rnade by Mrs Vera Hirst, Mrs Anna Lovell helped with the design. The offertory bag was made by Mrs Deborah Wordsworth. The funding was
from the Trinity weekend held in May. The blue tower curtains, a gift to the church nine years ago, were also dedicated at the service.

Mrs Vera Howard

Swyre Parish Meeting

The Millennium map: It was decided by the Parish meeting that a high deÞnition transparency would be taken of the completed map and all reproductive
work will be produced from this transparency. The original map will be stored at the Public Records OfÞce at Dorchester where it will be available for
viewing. The map will remain in the ownership of the village.

Millennium Spoons: A survey of the children in the village has been undertaken and a silver plated spoon will be given to each child to mark the
Millennium. The village is grateful to an anonymous donor for the funds to purchase the spoons. When the Parish Map is unveiled after the winter, when
hopefully the weather will be more clement, the spoons will be presented to the children. It was thought that the children would have many gifts at
Christmas time and that the spoon would be a more special gift later in the year.

Policing in the Valley: Police Constable Jeff Barker who has a special responsibility for our village spoke at the Parish Meeting. He introduced himself
and explained that he and two other constables, Dave Bird and Dave Nash were the three ofÞcers responsible for our area. He urged villagers to report any
suspicious incidents, saying that the ofÞcers would rather be called and not Þnd a problem, than not to be alerted to a potential incident. He suggested as an
alternative to ringing 999 for an emergency, or if a suspicious incident was taking place, telephone number 01305 251212 could be used, with a request to
speak to the control room. The number is manned 24 hours a day.

Precept: The precept for the year 2000/2001 was set at the reduced amount of two hundred pounds.
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Mrs M. Marshall

 PUNCKNOWLE & WEST BEXINGTON
Village Correspondent: Mrs Dorothy Barlow

Collingbourne, Hoopers Lane, Puncknowle

Telephone: (01308) 897761

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church has a new pattern of worship which we hope will stay in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

2nd ditto 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion

3rd ditto 11.00 a.m. Matins

4th ditto 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

5th Sunday Services will remain ßexible, and in a relevant month the time can be found either in The B.V.N. or on the previous week’s pewsheet.

( This January’s 5th Sunday Service, on the 30th, will be a Parish Communion at 9.30 a.m.)

The major change is the moving of the Family Service to the Þrst Sunday where it will not clash with the Sunday Club.

"Millennium Services"

A "Millennium Service" will be held on 1st January(!) at 12 noon or soon after, to accommodate the millennial bells. The service will last about 20 minutes
and everybody is most welcome.

Our "Sunday Millennium Service" will be a (Family) Service for all ages and will be at 9.30 a.m. on January 2nd. We encourage everybody to bring to
Church something which reminds them of the unchanging message of Christmas.

Anthony Ashwell

The Village Social Evening

At our December meeting Richard Edmonds gave an enthralling talk, accompanied by excellent slides, on the Dorset Jurassic Coast from East Devon to
beyond Kimmeridge. There will be NO MEETING in January, but do come on 3rd February at 7.30pm in the Hall, when Arthur Pearce, who has just come
back from Australia, will talk and show slides on Australian Aboriginal Art and rock paintings. Everyone is welcome.
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 LITTON CHENEY Village Correspondents: Mr & Mrs. N.Gardener 1 Rose Cottages, Litton Cheney Tel: ( 01308 )
482323

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church has a new Pattern of Worship, which we hope will stay in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 11.00 a.m. Parish Communion

2nd " " 11.00 a.m. Matins

3rd " " 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

4th " " 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

5th Sunday Services will remain ßexible, and in a relevant month the time can be found either in The B.V.N. or on the previous week’s pewsheet. (This
January’s 5th Sunday Service on the 30th will be an Evensong at 6.30 p.m.)

The "Millennium Service" will be held on 1st January(!) at 12 noon or soon after, to accommodate the millennial bells. The service will last about 20
minutes and everybody is most welcome.

The Day After Christmas is both St. Stephen’s Day and a Sunday. We will be having a said traditional Holy Communion Service at 9.30 a.m.-the only
Service on this day for the east end of the Valley.

Anthony Ashwell

Due to a very early going-to-press date this month village news is thin on the ground and we have no information or news to pass on to readers of the
BVN. However, as your village correspondents, we wish you a very happy Christmas and every good wish for the future millennium celebrations and the
year to come.

Norman & Mollie Gardener

***************************STOP PRESS**************************

Thorner’s School, Litton Cheney

Lots of people will have made new year resolutions….. but how many people have kept them? We all tend to have good intentions, but reality is different.
My resolution is to unpack and not live out of boxes. During the last term I was never sure where I was and what was mine. Renting a share of a house in
Portland and most of my belongings were still in Bristol meant that I had to plan well in advance if I wanted something particular, as my trips to Bristol
were not frequent or regular. So this year will be the year when I start putting my roots down and hopefully will really feel part of Bridport and Dorset. It
has given me a fresh appreciation of what it must be like for a child coming into school for the Þrst time, or for those parents who are not comfortable
when entering school, especially if they had an unhappy experience. It can be quite daunting to tackle something new but with the support of family and
friends it can be eased. I hope that we at Thorner’s can give that support to present community members and extend it to the new members of our villages
of which there are quite a few. I was surprised to be introduced to a number of people during the run up to Christmas, who have left the area but still feel
that they have connections here and are made welcome on their return to see ‘old’ friends. I have certainly been very lucky to have had so many people
who were willing to give help and advice….I am sure that the staff are fed up with me asking ‘Where is that? North, south, east or west of here?’ I am
pleased to say that they never once resorted to pulling out a map and pointing but were always willing to talk it through. Thank you for that. I also hope
that I am now able to Þnd my way around without getting lost too often.

This term class 4 are working with Burton Bradstock and Loders schools and an artist on a digital arts project. The children are aiming to make use of
camcorders, computers and digital cameras, learning better techniques and hopefully by the end of term we will have a web page to show for all the effort.
The children will collaborate at different stages and will pass on knowledge that they have gained to others within school. So keep watching for
information on how to access this material.

While practising for our Christmas production we were often at a loss for a musician to accompany us. We do have a member of staff who can play but
unfortunately she only works for half the week. Rehearsals at the start of the week were Þne, we had Mrs Hooper, we had music; but at the end of the
week, we tried hard, we knew the words, we made a noise (not always very tuneful especially with me leading!). I was wondering if there is someone
locally who could play the piano or keyboard for us at such times, maybe a retired person who enjoys playing and could volunteer to help us in our hour of
need on occasions. We would be very grateful. Please get in touch.

100 club winners: Carol Randall £15 and

Mr Pinkett £10

Alison Johnstone Headteacher.
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 LONG BREDY Village Correspondents: Mr & Mrs Patrick Frost Bridelands

Tel ( 01308 ) 482269

Church Service Times Starting this month, the normal pattern of Church Services will be reversed and the Family Service will move to the earlier time of
9.30 a.m. We hope that this new pattern will remain in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

3rd Sunday ................. 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

All Bride Valley Church Family Services are now at 9.30 a.m.

The Holy Communion Service on 2nd January will as usual follow the traditional rite, and it will be a most appropriate way of bringing the old into the
new. Anthony Ashwell

 

Poppy Appeal. The sale of poppies prior to Remembrance Sunday brought in the sum of £87.30, for which the local Bride Valley organiser has said a very
big "thank you".

Neuro-Surgery. The parents and grandparents of Kieran Mulhall, born on the 3rd August, are most grateful for the prayers and messages of good will
which they have received during the time that Kieran has spent in Southampton Hospital. His condition was such that a course of neuro-surgery started at
the tender age of 10 weeks. It is pleasing to report that he was discharged from Southampton during the Þrst week in December.

Christingle Service. The Church was seasonally decorated for the Christingle Service held on the 5th December. A strong team of helpers had prepared
the candles during the previous day, the materials for which had been donated by Mrs. Pamela Coe, in memory of her late husband. The Village Singers
were also in attendance, and the Lullaby they sang after the children had lit their candles made a most moving impression. Many thanks to all who had
helped in any way. The collection, in aid of the Children's Society, amounted to £120.53.

A Happy New Year to you all!
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LITTLEBREDY 
Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church Services on the 2nd and 4th Sundays will both now be at 9.30 a.m., and this should remain the
pattern for at least the next 2 years.

2nd Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

4th Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

With Long Bredy also moving its Family Service to 9.30 a.m., this means that all Valley Family Services now begin at 9.30 a.m.

Anthony Ashwell

LITTLEBREDY NOTES.

Two welcomes to stress this month: Þrstly to young Edmund Shackleton, who was born at Top Parts on the 16th November, just too late for inclusion in
last month's notes. Belatedly but cordially, therefore, we extend all congratulations to Jasper and Jo, and we wish all three of them great happiness together.

Secondly, welcome also to Simon and Siobhan Baxter, who, with young Nathan and Kieran, are moving into Spring Cottage. The observant will have
noticed lights ablaze as decorations get under way, and we wish the family well in their new home.

The meeting scheduled to discuss the future of the Village Hall will take place in the second half of February, so please look out for an exact date in next
month's BVN. As for venue, Chris and Judy Yates have agreed to host it in Gardens Cottage, so we say thank you to them.

We also say congratulations to Chris, who has been elected to the Daffodil and Tulip Committee of the Royal Horticultural Society. This is a high honour
in the horticultural world, and one which those who know their expertise and work here and elsewhere will know is well deserved.

Congratulations too to Rachel Hallett, whose graduation ceremony as B.Sc.(Hons) in Geography took place at Plymouth University in December.

Finally, of course, it is too late for Christmas greetings in this magazine, but not too late to extend to all readers, within Littlebredy and further aÞeld, all
very best wishes for happiness and fulÞlment in 2000 and beyond.

Return to Index

SHIPTON GORGE  Village Correspondent: Mrs.Joy White Eastcote 3 Gullivers Orchard Shipton Gorge
Tel(01308)897974

JANUARY 1st 2000 After the ringing of St Martin’s bells at 12 noon, there will be a short New Millennium Service starting around 12.15 pm, when
the refurbished churchyard gates will be dedicated.

The Village Notice Board has been re-positioned to its new site near the New Inn by kind permission of Andrew & Margaret Duffy.

R..Langran Parish Council

As in previous years there is to be a PLANT SALE held adjacent to the Village Hall on Saturday 29th April. It is hoped that with plenty of advance
notice, those of you with green Þngers will pot up stray plants, take cuttings or nurture seeds in your greenhouse ready for this occasion. This year's
proceeds will be to our church funds and your support will be greatly appreciated. Jan Shaw 897524

Shipton Gorge 100 Club Winners for the December Draw

£50 No:62 Liz Fulford

£20 No: 26 Lyn Grey

£10 Nos: 23, 67, 32 Bette Danby Joyce Crutchley Gary Warren

Return to Index

Millennium Quiz
Match each character to the correct century from the Þrst two millennia. e.g. (a) William I C11th

(a) He defeated Harold at Hastings

(b) He built a wall as a defence against the Picts and the Scots.

(c) She mourned for her husband on the Isle of Wight.

(d) He reputedly burnt some cakes.

(e) The Magna Carta was signed in his reign.

(f) King of Northumbria killed at Oswestry.

(g) The writer of 34 plays wrote "What a piece of work man is.."

(h) The city of Istanbul was originally named after him.

(i) He roused his troops to an English victory at Agincourt.

(j) A Queen who led a revolt against the Romans.

(k) He became Archbishop of Canterbury; a present day Society for the blind bears the same name.

(l) He wrote a series of Tales named after a city in Kent.

(m) A venerable monk who wrote an Ecclesiastical History of the English People.

(n) A man, not a king, ( with a round head? ) who ruled England as Lord Protector.

(o) H-----t & H---a settled in Kent.

(p) The founder of Methodism

(q) Father of (h)

(r) An Archbishop murdered at Canterbury

(s) He inspired his nation "at their darkest hour."

(t) Pope Gregory the Great sent him on a mission to Kent

Answers in next month's B.V.N.

Return to Index

New Year Closures
Burton Bradstock Library will re-open after the holiday on Tuesday 4th January 2000.

Drs.Pouncey, Baird & Fowler Surgeries

The surgery will be closed:

Friday December 31st

Saturday January 1st

Sunday January 2nd

Appointments can be made for Monday 3rd on that morning when there will be a Portesham surgery from 9.00am - 12 noon

Normal Surgery from January 4th

Return to Index

Thought for the Month
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Burton Bradstock Village Hall  
 

Village Hall Bookings 
 

Should you wish to use the Hall at any time, the booking officer can be contacted 
via email at bbvht.bookings@gmail.com or by phone on 01308 897648. 
 

Coffee Mornings 
 
The popular monthly coffee mornings where you can get a sensibly priced 
coffee/tea and cake plus a chat with friends will be held on the dates below. 
They run from 10.00am to 12.00noon and all are welcome. 
 

Wed 8th April St Mary’s Church 
Wed 13th May Friends of the Library 

 
Burton Bradstock Films 
 

The Choral - Friday 24th April (moved from March) 
 

The Choral is another wonderful Alan Bennett script well-acted by several famous 
names including Ralph Fiennes acting as the choir master. Set in Ramsden, 
Yorkshire during WW1 the story line can be sad at times but also uses humour as 
it explores the uplifting power of community and music to reach people. 
 

Tickets are £6 each, including a glass of wine or a soft drink, and can be bought 
beforehand from Burton Bradstock Post Office or on the door if available. Doors 
open at 7.00pm and the film starts at 7.30pm. 
 

Village Hall Spring Quiz 
 

The ever-popular Village Hall Spring Quiz is on Saturday 25th April with quiz run by 
Richard Ferre. Tickets will go on sale at the Post Office on Wednesday 8th April at 
£11.50 a head, which will include a jacket potato supper with filling of your 
choice. As well as supper there will be prizes, raffle and sensibly priced bar. Tables 
will be laid for teams of 8, however, people buying a minimum of 6 tickets for a 
team will automatically get their own table. Those not in a team may buy lesser 
numbers from the Post Office and will be put in a team on the night. Once tickets 
are purchased you should contact the organizer, Richard Ferre, to select food 
choices, book your table if you have 6 or more or request more players if you have 
a lesser number. Doors will open at 6.45pm for 7.30pm start. 
 
Contact details for Richard Ferre, rwferre99@gmail.com or 01308897648. 
 

Spring Fayre 
 

The Annual Spring Fayre, proceeds from which go to the Village Hall, will be held 
on Bank Holiday Monday 25th May from 2.00pm to 4.30pm in the Rectory Garden 



 
 

 
 
 
 

28 

and Village Hall. Full details will be announced in the May BVN, but if you have any 
White Elephant items you need to donate early, please call or email Richard Ferre 
(897648, rwferre99@gmail.com) to arrange collection/drop off. 
 

Lost Items at the Hall 
 

We get a regular stream of items left at the Village Hall, normally on the coat racks 
in the Hall. Currently there are 2 coats, 3 umbrellas, a walking stick and a pink 
scarf. We leave them there for 2 weeks. If unclaimed after that they are disposed 
of. Please be aware this is our policy. 
 
Burton Bradstock Village Hall “200 Club” March 2026 Draw 
 

Congratulations to the winners: 
 

1st £32.00 No 50: Mrs Veda Bull 
2nd £16.00 No 118: Mr Steve Smith 
3rd £8.00 No 144: Mr David Witham 
 

Anyone wanting to become a member in time for the April 2026 draw should 
telephone Keith Britton on 01308 898008 and let him have £9 – one pound for 
each monthly draw in the year. There are double prizes in the December draw. 
WDDC Licence no: SL0080 
 

Burton Bradstock Village Society 
 

Village Society AGM 
 

The Village Society Committee would like to give 
notice of The AGM will be held in the Village Hall on 
Friday 1st May 2026 at 7.00pm, which is earlier 
than advertised in your programmes. Doors will 
open at 6.45pm. There will be a free glass of wine, 
light refreshments and some entertainment after 
the main business. The committee always 
appreciates a good attendance and especially to 
get feedback from our members. With only a month 
to the AGM, we are keen to have names of 
members wishing to join the committee, particularly for the role of Secretary. 
Please contact Roger Ashman for details and nomination forms. 
Plant & Cake Sale: Saturday 2nd May 10.00am-12.00noon. This is the morning 
after the AGM, this date has also been changed from that advertised. Always a 
sign that Spring has well and truly arrived. We hope that members will bear us in 
mind should they have surplus labelled plants to sell and support us on the day. 
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Village Society Race 
Night: Friday 10th April 
in the Village Hall. 
Doors Open at 6.45pm. 
After the success of last 
year, the Committee will 
be running the Race 
Night again. There will 
be six races overall. 
Each Race has eight 
horses and pay-out will 
be win only. Please note 
the doors will open at 
6.45pm and the 1st 
race at 7.15pm. 
Entrance fee £1:50 for 
members, £5 non-
members for which you 
will receive a token for 
a £1 bet to use 
whenever you want, all 
extra bets £1. There will 
be a Bar and 
Refreshments between 
the 3rd and 4th race 
but no Raffle.  
 

April is also the month 
when Membership 
Subscriptions are due. 
We have managed to 
hold the annual cost 
per member to £5 for 
another year. Details of 

how to pay will be emailed shortly to members or sent to members without email 
through their letterbox! With subscriptions so small it is all too easy to forget to 
pay altogether and timely payment is much appreciated especially by the 
Treasurer and Secretary! 
 

The Duck Race: Easter Monday 6th April 2.00-4.00pm on the Village Playing 
Fields. This popular event run by the Friends of Burton Bradstock School, returns. 
The school is a great asset to the village and this event raises considerable funds 
which are used to the benefit of the children’s wider education. The Society has 
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been approached for help in getting together some volunteers to set up and take 
down and running games.  Any members who can give an hour or two of their time 
on the day would be much appreciated. Please let Elena Rees know by email: 
elenabatty@gmail.com." 
 

Social Supper Club 
 

This month’s supper club will be on Monday 13th April. Any enquiries please phone 
Mags Chue on 07790 811905. 
 

Burton Bradstock Bridge Club 
 

We are a very friendly group who meet every Tuesday afternoon from 1.45pm until 
4.30pm to play duplicate bridge. If you have played bridge before but feel you are 
a bit rusty this would be ideal! We could find you a partner if necessary and you 
would be assured of an enjoyable afternoon with a break for tea and biscuits. 
Please come and make some new friends.  
 

For more information please contact Kathy on 01308 485626. 
 

Burton Coffee Mates  
 

Coffee! Cakes! Chat! Come and join us in the Church from 10.30am -12.00noon 
on the second Thursday of the month for Coffee Mates. Catch up with old friends 
and make some new ones. Transport is available. For more information contact 
Pauline on 898327. 
 

Burton Bradstock WI 
 

March has been marvellous, even if the weather hasn't been. We had a picture-
perfect presentation from Steve Bellesco on our coast. Smashing photos brought 
this talk to life & it was interesting to see some familiar places through a different 
lens. 
 

4Bs, our craft group meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursday in the month (1:30pm - 
4:30pm in the Village Hall). We've had 20 ladies attend and, at the end of 
February, had completed 108 blanket strips for the Children's Hospital in Kiev. 
Anyone who wishes to continue knitting please do so. After Easter we will be 
focusing on making items for the Village Fayre & Church Fete. Come along and get 
involved with our table craft (all materials provided) or bring along a craft of your 
own. You're welcome just to drop in or stay for the afternoon, there's tea & biscuits 
about 3.00pm! 
 

On 14th March, in celebration of 110 years of the WI, we joined with the Parish 
Council and students & parents from Burton Bradstock Primary school to plant 30 
hedge saplings as a fence for the Woodland School. They may look small now, but 
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in years to come we hope they will grow & blossom and be enjoyed by all. Thanks 
to the Woodland Trust for the donation and all who turned out to help. 
 
On 18th March our Spring Lunch was at our very own local, the Three Horseshoes 
and was wonderfully well attended. As usual the food, company and conversation 
were very enjoyable. 
 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 14th April, 7.15pm for a 7.30pm start. This will be 
our Annual Meeting, so no speaker, just a social, but a lovely opportunity to meet, 
chat and enjoy a few nibbles. We will be voting for our President and naming our 
committee. 
 

If you have ever wondered what the WI is all about, or just want to join something 
informative and enjoyable, please drop me a line, carol.higho@yahoo.com or come 
and join us, every 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7.15pm for a 7.30pm start. 
 
The Friends of Burton Bradstock Library 
 

 
Our Lego morning 
was themed on 
the Winter 
Olympics and the 
Library was filled 
with creative 
talent! 11 children 
attended and were 
much inspired by 
the media 
coverage of 
various winter 
sports. The new 
event of ‘bikes on 
ice’ was 
introduced and 
hopefully will be 
considered for the 
future by the 
Olympic 
authorities. We 
look forward to our 
next Lego morning.  
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Please note that the Friends of Burton Bradstock Library will be holding their 
Annual General Meeting on Thursday 23rd April at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
Refreshments will be served after the business meeting. 
 

Our usual opening hours are: 
 

Monday 2.00-4.00pm 
Wednesday 10.00am-12noon 
Thursday & Saturday 2.00-4.00pm 

 

The LIbrary will be closed on 4th and 6th April for Easter and for the two bank 
holiday Mondays in May. 
 

burtonbradstocklibrary@gmail.com      www.burtonbradstockvillage.org/library 
01308 897563 
 

Sue Brown         
Chairman 
 
Burton Bradstock Players: Cinderella Panto 2026 
 
Thank You for supporting us 
  

A huge thank you to everyone 
who supported this year’s 
production of Cinderella, 
however we could not do it 
without the amazing support 
of you the community. Gill 
and Pete at the Post Office 
for selling tickets and 
donating a wonderful gift 
voucher for the raffle, to our 
lovely musicians who gave 
up their time so willingly, to 
all of you who have made us 
incredible props this year 
and painted the stunning 
backdrops, to those who 
have lent us personal items for props and costumes and to those who helped Nick 
Good and his team of stagehands on performance nights, and all of our front of 
house team. 
We are truly grateful for all your help and all your encouragement.  
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We have had an absolute blast over 
our 4 performances, and have been 
overwhelmed by our incredible 
audiences and the lovely 
complimentary comments we are still 
receiving like  
"such a happy fun show"  
"I laughed all the way through it"  
"haven't belly laughed like that for a 
very long time"  
"whole production from start to finish 
was so good" 
 

 
It’s thanks to your continued support that we are able to bring productions like 
this to the stage year after year. 

See you all next year.  
 
We are always on the lookout for new members, so if you are interested, please 
contact Carole Houghton on 07764523182 
 
 
Burton Bradstock Festival of Music and Art 2026 
 

Please note that there is a slight change of dates from the last notice. Although 
the art exhibition remains the same, the musical concerts will start with Castaway 
on Tuesday 18th August followed by the full programme as usual, finishing on 
Friday 21st August. 
 

Laura Nottingham        07710466876 
 

Knitting for Ukraine – Update 
 

The Busy Bees in the W.I. have reached their Centenary, having knitted 100 strips, 
and are still going strong! Well done all of you! Altogether so far, I have packed 
and posted 171 strips, 10 blankets and 6 baby hats from the W.I. and many other 
individuals. They are all so much appreciated. 
 

So, on behalf of the mothers and babies in Kyiv, thank you very much, all of you! 
 

Heather Rogers (01308 897780) 
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One Way the Village (and People Generally) Help Ukraine 
 

I have been collecting for Ukraine for a while now – thank you to all contributors - 
so how does it work?  Joel, who is English, is married to a Ukrainian lady and is a 
driving instructor. He and his wife buy a 4x4 vehicle, which is useful for military 
purposes, fill it with goodies of various kinds (camping equipment, toiletries etc.) 
and drive it to Ukraine. They leave it there, take a train into Poland and from there 
fly back to Bristol. Joel has been 25 times and this is what all the drivers do. I 
would like to congratulate them and say 'Thank You'. Joel says the Ukrainians are 
tired and want the war to end, but will not give in. People there are so grateful and 
thank us for all the help.    Barbara 01308 898165 
 
 

 
 
 

 ‘The Times They Are A-Changing’ 
 

For more than 200 years, the majority of dwellings in Littlebredy have been 
tenanted, so it’s a novel sight to see a ‘For Sale’ sign appearing outside one of the 
cottages. Historically there have always been people moving in, and others moving 
out, usually for work-related reasons; but the change since the sale of the 
Bridehead estate twelve months ago has been significant.  Seven homes are now 
empty, representing 20 people who were living in our village a year ago. 
Of course, not all the departures are due to the change of ownership, but some 
are; and its particularly poignant when young families have had to leave. At the 
end of March we bade farewell to Tom and Kelly Foot and their children Neve, 
James, Beau and Ivy; and Craig and Amy Chandler and their sons Lewis and 
Harris.  We wish them all every happiness in their new homes; and the good news 
is that Tom and his team [and of course the herd of cows!] will still be very much 
in evidence in the fields at the top end of the valley, and Open Air Dairy Cheddar 
will still be available locally. 
We must hope that people will soon move into the empty houses; and that they 
will contribute as much to our small community as these two lovely families. 
 

The Walled Garden 
 

The Littlebredy Walled Garden here will re-open on Sunday 19th April, and will be 
open thereafter 2.00pm-5.00pm on Wednesdays and Sundays (except Bank 
Holidays).  
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Burton Bradstock    
Village Correspondent: Pat Gra3on 
Email: patgra3on43@gmail.com        01308 898264 
Village website: http://www.burtonbradstockvillage.org 

Littlebredy    
Village Correspondent: Tim Laycock 
Email: t.laycock70@gmail.com        01308 482443 
Village website: http://www.littlebredy.com 
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 FROM THE CLERGY 

Last month two people offered me their views on the state of the world. They were rather different from the usual, ‘I don’t know what the world is coming
to!’.

One said, ‘The world is getting better and better, and look now at the wonderful prospect of peace and co-operation in Northern Ireland’. The other said,
‘There are so many troubled people in the world. We must help wherever we can, and always have the troubled in our prayers’.

The first comment was an echo of one I heard from a priest many years ago. He said, ‘It’s not, "Whatever is the world coming to?", but rather, "Look what
the world is coming from"’.

As we enter the year 2000 we are aware of the progress of the human race. We have come a long way from the Dark Ages. We have passed through the
Middle Ages and the Renaissance, and have long entered the ‘Age of Enlightenment’. Yet there are living today many millions people without those
simplest requirements of food, clean water, shelter and education, and a peaceful existence, never mind ‘enlightenment’.

Christianity has been with us for 2000 years. Its history is chequered. It has an enormous amount of which to be proud, and much for which to be penitent.
In spite of the bad things in the practice of the faith, there is nothing wrong with God, Jesus Christ or Christianity. Christians, like people of all faiths and
none, are basically fallible human beings. We all have a built-in failure factor. Thankfully we all have a built-in optimism factor, too.

As we enter this new millennium, among the jollifications pause to consider. Give thanks for the coming of God as Man into the world he created; for 2000
years of Christianity; for God’s achievement in men and women over the centuries. Then consider how things might be improved. What can you do to
further the growth and happiness of individuals and nations? Perhaps somewhere in all that there may be a personal very special New Year’s resolution for
a very special year.

In the name of Jesus Christ, whose birthday we continue to celebrate, I send greetings and very best wishes to all our readers.

John Atkinson
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Church Calendar - January 2000
1 The Naming & Circumcision of Jesus. Luke 2, v.15-21.

2 The Second Sunday of Christmas.

Basil the Great and Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishops, Teachers, 379 & 389.

6 The Epiphany. Matthew 2, v.1-12.

9 The Baptism of Christ.(First Sunday of Epiphany). Mark 1, v.4-11.

10 William Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1645.

11 Mary Slessor, Missionary in West Africa, 1915.

12 Aelred of Hexham, Abbot of Rievaulx, 1167.

13 Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers, Teacher, 367.

16 The Second Sunday of Epiphany.

17 Antony of Egypt, Hermit, Abbot, 356.

18 The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity - until 25th.

19 Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester, 1095.

20 Richard Rolle of Hampole, Spiritual Writer, 1349.

21 Agnes, Child-Martyr at Rome, 304.

22 Vincent of Saragossa, Deacon,First Martyr of Spain, 304.

23 The Third Sunday of Epiphany.

24 Francis de Sales, Bishop of Geneva, Teacher, 1622.

25 The Conversion of Paul. Acts 9, v.1-22.

26 Timothy and Titus, Companions of Paul.Timothy 2, v.1-8.

28 Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Philosopher, Teacher, 1274.

30 The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany.

Charles 1, King and Martyr, 1649.
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Valley Notes
 

 

The Millennium and the Bells (East End of the Valley) The Millennium Celebrations at and around Litton Cheney, in which our bellringers are playing
(ringing?) such a vital part run something like this:

New Year's Eve: The Old Year rung out and the Millennial Year in (circa 11.30p.m....)

New Year's Day: The Litton Cheney bells will be rung from 11.45 a.m. for between 15 and 30 minutes, in line with many churches throughout the world.
There then will be a short Service in Church to which all are most welcome, and this will follow the order entitled "Celebration 2000", put together by The
Open Churches Trust. To confirm:

THE 2000 SERVICE --- 12 NOON (APPROX) --- LITTON CHENEY --- JAN. 1st!

THE 2000 SERVICE --- 12 NOON (APPROX) --- PUNCKNOWLE --- JAN. 1st! Anthony Ashwell

 

FURTHER CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS a Pre-Lent Discussion Series. The stories surrounding the Nativity charm, even bring us to our knees, Christmas
after Christmas. But they are so much more than just stories; within them lie truths and challenges for every Millennium. The following is the programme
we are proposing. Everyone is most welcome to join us:

1.Angels - then and now.

January 12th at Westfield, Shipton La., B.Bradstock (897445)

January l9th at 5 Malters Cottages, Litton Cheney ( 482483 )

2. The supportive family.

January 26th at 3, Charles Rd., B. Bradstock (897215)

February 2nd at 8 Coombes Close, Litton Cheney ( 482315 )

3. The significance of the shepherds.

February 9th at Fir Tree Cottage, Shipton Gorge (897610)

February 16th at 11 Barges Close, Litton Cheney ( 482598 )

4. Astrologers in the Gospel

February 23rd at Casterbridge, Annings La., B.Bradstock (897408) March lst at The Rectory, Litton Cheney ( 482302 )

All these discussion groups commence at 7.30 pm with coffee and should finish in time for "home" at 9.15 pm.

Anthony Ashwell

Burton Bradstock School

Struggling with a Tizer overdose and picking through the wreckage of my lounge following the family New Year party, I kick over a tin of fortune cookies.
Lurching over to the kitchen table I down three Alka Seltzers, and break the first cookie.

In February 2000 'Turn Towards (a better future), the school Millennium song reaches No. 1 in the charts only to be knocked off the top spot the following
week by Cliff Richard's new single, 'The Prayer of St Francis' sung to the tune of Rolf Harris' 'Tie me Kangaroo Down'. Intrigued by this revelation I break
another with mounting excitement.

In June the Government announces the logical extension of the school league tables. Heads are to be replaced by Managers and schools can be promoted or
relegated at the end of the season according to their position. Staff shall henceforth be known as trainers and sponsors clamour to get their brand name on
school sweatshirts. Snap! Crumbs fly, another paper twist unrolls..

July sees the official opening of the villages' own (canvas) Millennium Dome. Visitors pour in to marvel at the… er… chairs…walls…stage… spirit zone
(The Dove's mobile bar). Burton Academicals (as the school is now known) choir perform their latest song 'I'm a little teapot' to the tune of 'Glory, Glory,
Man. United.' September brings another imaginative Government initiative that provides thousands of extra pounds for its cash starved schools. The plan is
devastatingly simple. All school buildings are sold to companies such as Smiths Crisps, Times Newspaper Group, K.P. and McVities who use the premises
to manufacture squillions of bags of crisps, newspapers etc… with tokens. Parents collect the tokens to exchange for computers, books, pencils, paper and
other luxuries. A small hiccup in the plan is discovered when staff, sorry - trainers, realise that they have nowhere to educate the children. Burton's
Millennium Tent suddenly finds a 'raison d' etre.'

In November the Government, hard on the heels of Literacy and Numeracy hour is forced to introduce 'Consumeracy Hour' as parents fail to respond to
September's 'token' initiative. Families are encouraged to spend an hour after school each day stuffing their faces with cheerios, crisps and hula hoops
while reading 'The Express' from cover to cover. Many thousand die of new disease 'Consumerus Overloadus'.

December sees Burton Academicals promoted to Division 1 of the Tesco League. Celebrations are tempered by the news that the school will have to
relocate to the Millennium Dome in London, along with all other schools in a bold Government attempt to cut costs and 'rationalise' the Education System.

Oh, fortune cookies are a load of nonsense….aren't they?

A warm welcome to Jack Bragg who joins us in Class 1 after the New Year.

A happy New Year to you all.

David Powell

100 club winners November

£20 Mrs J. Wyatt

£10 Mrs Bolt

£5 Mrs Follett

( Thank you, David, for your Millennial predictions. We look forward to your review, in December, of the year 2000 with great anticipation. Ed.!)

Please see STOP PRESS for the report from Thorner's School

BRIDE VALLEY SCOUT GROUP

It's been a very successful year. We have won four District events, two football competitions, a swimming gala and the West Bay Challenge and have
increased our numbers. We now have enrolled some girls in our Scout section and there are a few vacancies for six and seven year olds in the Beaver
section and a waiting-list for those not yet old enough. The Butlins trip was enjoyed by over sixty people, our bonfire evening was well attended and we
are having a Christmas party in the WI hall in December. On 23rd January we shall be attending the 11.00 a.m. service at Burton Bradstock church, in
uniform. By the time you read this we shall know whether our planning application has been successful. Finally, many thanks to all the Leaders for their
magnificent efforts over the past year and also to all those parents who helped at our events.

Pat Tucker. Group Scout Leader.

THE BRIDE VALLEY POPPY APPEAL

I am pleased to report another record breaking year. The latest figure for House to House, Church collections and static points around our Valley is
£1,954.63, up 4.5% on last year. Well done all of you who gave so generously and special thanks to my dedicated band of Collectors who worked so hard.
This figure does not include the cheque I received from the Women's Section of £510.51 as a result of the St. Swithin's Band Concert and Coffee morning
at the Burton Bradstock W.l. Hall. Your efforts, ladies, are deeply appreciated by the Legion, thank you so much.

The Poppy Appeal is the main source of revenue for the Legion's Benevolent Fund. All the money you have given, less the cost of the Appeal, goes in this
Fund and is used for the purpose it is donated, to help others! Each year more and more people come to the Legion for help and each year that help costs
more to provide. Daily we see and read of young Service men and women employed upon world peace keeping duties, and this means that there will
always be a need to provide help for them and their dependants, when they themselves no longer can. Thanks again to all of you for your support.

John Ivall Bride Valley Poppy Appeal Organiser

 

Bride Valley Gardening Club

The next meeting will take place on Monday, 10th January at 7.30 p.m. It will consist of an illustrated slide show prepared by Colin Varndell to
commemorate the new millennium, and is entitled 'Old Favourites Spanning 25 Years'. The venue, as usual, will be Thorner's School, Litton Cheney. We
also propose celebrating with a few bubbles!

John Rowlands
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BURTON BRADSTOCK 
Village Correspondent Mr Basil Dent

2, Norburton, Burton Bradstock. Tel:- (01308) 897125

Mid Week Worship -

Holy Communion Wednesdays at 10.00 a.m. followed by coffee in the Rectory

Choir Practices Fridays at 6.00 p.m.

Gift Sunday January 23rd Bride Valley Scout Group

 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Funeral 15th November Bryan E. G. Chapman

Burial of Ashes 20th November Bryan E. G. Chapman

The next Tiny Tots / Pram Service will be held on Friday 4th February. Please note that there will be no Tiny Tots service in January.

The next Healing Services at St Mary’s will be held on Wednesdays 5th January and 9th February at 7 pm. The Lent Course will be taking place on the
Wednesdays in Lent, so Healing Services will be on Mondays 13th March and 10th April, then Wednesday 3rd May.

New Year’s Eve. On 31st December 1999 St Mary’s Church will be open from 11.15 to 11.45 pm for a half-hour New Year’s Eve Service - very informal,
a time largely for quiet reflection.

JANUARY 1st 2000 After the ringing of St Mary’s bells at 12 noon, there will be a short New Millennium Service starting around 12.10 pm.

 

The Parochial Church Council next meets on Monday 17th January in church at 7.00 pm.

Organist / Choirmaster/mistress We still seek a successor to Jim Wilmot. If any reader can put us in touch with a suitable person, or if you have recently
moved to the Valley or nearby and may be interested, please let me know.

In the meantime, we are taking up some local organists’ and pianists’ kind offers to help us out temporarily. We are very grateful to them.

John Atkinson

 

 

 

THE CHURCH BOOKSTALL St Mary's, Burton Bradstock

If you browse among the books and cards on the newly replenished bookstall you will find the following ...

The Case Against God by Gerald Priestland (£2.75). Maybe you think there isn't one? Read this book and you'll soon see what the author is getting at ...
a moving account of the way which many different people approach God.

The Path of Peace by Norman Warren (99p) These reflections on one of the best loved psalms explore the Twenty Third afresh and bring a message of
hope and new life to today's reader.

Broken Windows Broken Lives by Adrian Plass (Special price of £2.99). This story tells of the gulf between dream and reality when an out of work
actor becomes a housemaster in a residential school for "maladjusted" boys. His happy expectation of a starring roll as a modern Dr Barnardo surrounded
by beautiful and grateful children is well out of line. Told with Adrian Plass' usual brand of humour this story is a gripping read.

The Lion Concise Bible Handbook (£7.99).This excellent paperback is crammed with information presented in a simple and interesting way. Part One
sets the Bible in context, while parts Two and Three go through the Old and New Testaments, section by section. As you flip through you will see that the
information is presented in an accessible way for easy reading.

A varied selection ... come and see for yourself

Sheila Spencer-Smith (898012)

 

 

MILLENNIUM CELEBRATIONS

REMINDER NEW YEAR'S EVE: bonfire ( beacon ) will be lit at 5.00 pm and extinguished at 7.00 pm at the top of Cliff Road, Burton Bradstock. Please
bring your children and come and try and spot other bonfires along the coast or inland. At 11.30 pm the W.I. Hall will be open and a welcoming glass of
punch waiting for you. Music will be provided by George Hirst on his accordion. Towards midnight we will go onto The Green when at midnight the
Beacon will be lit to the background of St Mary's bells.

 

 

 

  The Bells of St. Mary's 

When you hear the bells ringing have you ever paused to consider, not the sound, but the bells themselves? How many are there? Are they very large? How
old are they?

At St. Mary's we have six bells. Our two heaviest bells are the oldest and were cast in 1615 and 1616 by the Purdue family at Closworth, which is a small
village just into Somerset and not very far from Yeovil. Though repairs were carried out in 1928 and again in 1994 these two bells are still very much as
they were originally cast, and have been rung for worship, and on occasions of rejoicing and sorrow, for the best part of 400 years. They weigh 8 cwt. and
10 cwt. respectively, measure approx 3 ft. across the mouth of the bow, and stand about the same high. That's quite a lot of metal.

The 4th was also made by the Purdues, in 1651, but in a subsequent overhaul it was found to be untunable and had to be recast. The next to be added was
the 2nd, but not until over a hundred years later, in 1762. By then the Closworth foundry was being worked by James Smith, whose name appears on the
bell, and Thomas Roskelly. This bell also had to be recast in 1928. The 3rd was made in 1800 by another famous bell founding family, the Bilbies of
Cullompton. And the final addition was made in 1928 when the treble was cast by Mears & Stainbank, now known as The Whitechapel Bell Foundry Ltd.

All in all we have quite a historic ring, the youngest bells already having given 70 years' service. It stretches the imagination to try to picture the ringers
through the centuries up there in that same ringing chamber that we stand in today. Of course they were not able to ring and control the bells in quite the
same way as we can now, but that is another story.

Though the weights of the bells may sound impressive, great strength is not a requirement for ringing. It is more of a knack than an exercise of strength.
Should anyone be interested in trying their hand they should contact Basil Dent for further information.

Jane Stubbs

      

 

BURTON BRADSTOCK WI

Who would think that such a happy Christmas atmosphere could be generated in mid-November? We've proved it can. This year our Christmas Lunch at
Highland End took place on 18th November and members and guests enjoyed themselves in the traditional way. Also in November we broke with tradition
and held a Victorian Afternoon on the twenty seventh of the month instead of the usual Christmas Fair. The WI Hall, decked with greenery and tastefully
decorated in the style of the last century, drew enthusiastic crowds. Everyone was welcomed by President Wendy Green and other Victorian ladies all
dressed in their best costumes complete with fetching lacy headgear. Decorated baskets of goodies were for sale, as were Christmas decorations, cakes and
produce and plenty of other items. Christmas hampers were raffled. For refreshment there were mincepies and mulled wine. A truly successful afternoon.

After the Group Carol Service at Walditch on the 9th our December meeting on the 14th continues the seasonal theme with a talk and demonstration on
table decorations.

Sheila Spencer-Smith

Unveiling of the Burton Bradstock Millennium Tapestry

The Burton Bradstock Millennium Tapestry is now securely in position on the Library wall, shrouded from view until the official unveiling. This will take
place on Wednesday 12th January at 3.00 p.m. when it will be handed over to the Parish Council in front of the Millennium Committee, local Councillors
and some of the helpers.

Due to limited space, it has not been possible to invite all those involved in producing the tapestry and so representatives have been chosen by ballot. After
the ceremony the Library will be open from 4.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. when everyone is welcome to come and view the work over a cup of tea.

CHARITY JAZZ NIGHT

On Saturday December 4th we all enjoyed a fabulous early Christmas Party night dancing to the Granada Jazz Band. A big " thank you" to all those who
supported us so generously and a very special "thank you" to those of you who donated some splendid tombola prizes. We raised with your help a very
worthwhile £440.00 for the Marie Curie Nursing Service.

For your Year 2000 Diary please make a note of a big event we are planning on Saturday July 8th, a Masked Ball in the Millennium Marquee. Full details
later in the year.

Thank you again for your support in our Fund Raising events held in the 90's.

Andrea Wilkinson and Barbara Ivall Co-Organisers.

 

Burton Bradstock Village Society.

On one of the coldest evenings of the approaching winter, 60 members attended the November meeting of the Burton Bradstock Village Society, at which
Mr. Colin Barham gave an entertaining talk about the Kentish Hop Gardens. He illustrated his talk with slides, and anecdotes drawn from his mother's
memories of being taken 'hopping", along with thousands of other London families, in the early years of this century.

The January Meeting will be held on Friday 14th, when MP Colin Varndell will give a slide show entitled "Personal Favourites to Celebrate the
Millennium".

Jane Stubbs

Bryan Chapman

We would like to express our thanks to all Dorn and Bryan's friends in Burton Bradstock who provided so much help and support through Bryan's final
illness, and whose care and concern have helped us in the days and weeks since his death in early November.

We shall always remember how packed the church was for his funeral, and how John Atkinson along with friends from the village helped make the service
a true celebration of Bryan's life. It was an occasion that Bryan himself would have thoroughly enjoyed.

Our thanks go as well to all those who contributed to our appeal for a Datascope to help the nursing staff at Langdon Ward of Bridport Community
Hospital who looked after Bryan with such dedication.

I know that Dorn will continue to appreciate over the coming months the friendship of all the many kind people who have made her feel so much a part of
life in Burton Bradstock.

Dorn and Ian Chapman and family

The Children's Society

Sincere thanks to all the box holders for handing these in. This enabled us to send a total of £312.02 to the Society. Thank you too for holding the boxes for
the coming year. The Gift Day in church on Sunday 21st November raised a further £69.43 for the Society. Many thanks to all those who helped to raise
this total.

Greta Heal
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SWYRE 
Village Correspondent: Mrs.Gilly Doar

Paddock Lodge Swyre

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the normal pattern of Church Services on the 1st and 3rd Sundays will be reversed, and we hope this will
remain the pattern for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 6.30 p.m. Evensong

3rd " " " 11.00 a.m. Parish Communion

Please note, however, that we begin by immediately making an exception! (see below)

Songs Of Praise. Instead of the 6.30 p.m. Evensong which should be happening on January 2nd, we will be having a Songs of Praise Service at 3.00 p.m.
At this, we will be singing in (again?) the Millennium with some traditional, but now not so often sung, Christmas Carols. These include "God rest ye
merry gentlemen" and "Good King Wenceslas". What a good way to remove any millennial celebration cobwebs! To confirm: SUNDAY 2ND JANUARY-
--CAROLS OF PRAISE---3.00 O’CLOCK

Anthony Ashwell

 

We wish everyone in the Bride Valley a Happy New Year.

Welcome to Wendy and Paul Pritchard who have come to live at Swyre Cross.

Holy Trinity Swyre

A beautiful red altar frontal with matching lectern cloth and offertory bag were dedicated at Evensong on Sunday 21 November. The frontal and lectern
cloth were rnade by Mrs Vera Hirst, Mrs Anna Lovell helped with the design. The offertory bag was made by Mrs Deborah Wordsworth. The funding was
from the Trinity weekend held in May. The blue tower curtains, a gift to the church nine years ago, were also dedicated at the service.

Mrs Vera Howard

Swyre Parish Meeting

The Millennium map: It was decided by the Parish meeting that a high definition transparency would be taken of the completed map and all reproductive
work will be produced from this transparency. The original map will be stored at the Public Records Office at Dorchester where it will be available for
viewing. The map will remain in the ownership of the village.

Millennium Spoons: A survey of the children in the village has been undertaken and a silver plated spoon will be given to each child to mark the
Millennium. The village is grateful to an anonymous donor for the funds to purchase the spoons. When the Parish Map is unveiled after the winter, when
hopefully the weather will be more clement, the spoons will be presented to the children. It was thought that the children would have many gifts at
Christmas time and that the spoon would be a more special gift later in the year.

Policing in the Valley: Police Constable Jeff Barker who has a special responsibility for our village spoke at the Parish Meeting. He introduced himself
and explained that he and two other constables, Dave Bird and Dave Nash were the three officers responsible for our area. He urged villagers to report any
suspicious incidents, saying that the officers would rather be called and not find a problem, than not to be alerted to a potential incident. He suggested as an
alternative to ringing 999 for an emergency, or if a suspicious incident was taking place, telephone number 01305 251212 could be used, with a request to
speak to the control room. The number is manned 24 hours a day.

Precept: The precept for the year 2000/2001 was set at the reduced amount of two hundred pounds.
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Mrs M. Marshall

 PUNCKNOWLE & WEST BEXINGTON
Village Correspondent: Mrs Dorothy Barlow

Collingbourne, Hoopers Lane, Puncknowle

Telephone: (01308) 897761

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church has a new pattern of worship which we hope will stay in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

2nd ditto 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion

3rd ditto 11.00 a.m. Matins

4th ditto 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

5th Sunday Services will remain flexible, and in a relevant month the time can be found either in The B.V.N. or on the previous week’s pewsheet.

( This January’s 5th Sunday Service, on the 30th, will be a Parish Communion at 9.30 a.m.)

The major change is the moving of the Family Service to the first Sunday where it will not clash with the Sunday Club.

"Millennium Services"

A "Millennium Service" will be held on 1st January(!) at 12 noon or soon after, to accommodate the millennial bells. The service will last about 20 minutes
and everybody is most welcome.

Our "Sunday Millennium Service" will be a (Family) Service for all ages and will be at 9.30 a.m. on January 2nd. We encourage everybody to bring to
Church something which reminds them of the unchanging message of Christmas.

Anthony Ashwell

The Village Social Evening

At our December meeting Richard Edmonds gave an enthralling talk, accompanied by excellent slides, on the Dorset Jurassic Coast from East Devon to
beyond Kimmeridge. There will be NO MEETING in January, but do come on 3rd February at 7.30pm in the Hall, when Arthur Pearce, who has just come
back from Australia, will talk and show slides on Australian Aboriginal Art and rock paintings. Everyone is welcome.
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 LITTON CHENEY Village Correspondents: Mr & Mrs. N.Gardener 1 Rose Cottages, Litton Cheney Tel: ( 01308 )
482323

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church has a new Pattern of Worship, which we hope will stay in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 11.00 a.m. Parish Communion

2nd " " 11.00 a.m. Matins

3rd " " 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

4th " " 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

5th Sunday Services will remain flexible, and in a relevant month the time can be found either in The B.V.N. or on the previous week’s pewsheet. (This
January’s 5th Sunday Service on the 30th will be an Evensong at 6.30 p.m.)

The "Millennium Service" will be held on 1st January(!) at 12 noon or soon after, to accommodate the millennial bells. The service will last about 20
minutes and everybody is most welcome.

The Day After Christmas is both St. Stephen’s Day and a Sunday. We will be having a said traditional Holy Communion Service at 9.30 a.m.-the only
Service on this day for the east end of the Valley.

Anthony Ashwell

Due to a very early going-to-press date this month village news is thin on the ground and we have no information or news to pass on to readers of the
BVN. However, as your village correspondents, we wish you a very happy Christmas and every good wish for the future millennium celebrations and the
year to come.

Norman & Mollie Gardener

***************************STOP PRESS**************************

Thorner’s School, Litton Cheney

Lots of people will have made new year resolutions….. but how many people have kept them? We all tend to have good intentions, but reality is different.
My resolution is to unpack and not live out of boxes. During the last term I was never sure where I was and what was mine. Renting a share of a house in
Portland and most of my belongings were still in Bristol meant that I had to plan well in advance if I wanted something particular, as my trips to Bristol
were not frequent or regular. So this year will be the year when I start putting my roots down and hopefully will really feel part of Bridport and Dorset. It
has given me a fresh appreciation of what it must be like for a child coming into school for the first time, or for those parents who are not comfortable
when entering school, especially if they had an unhappy experience. It can be quite daunting to tackle something new but with the support of family and
friends it can be eased. I hope that we at Thorner’s can give that support to present community members and extend it to the new members of our villages
of which there are quite a few. I was surprised to be introduced to a number of people during the run up to Christmas, who have left the area but still feel
that they have connections here and are made welcome on their return to see ‘old’ friends. I have certainly been very lucky to have had so many people
who were willing to give help and advice….I am sure that the staff are fed up with me asking ‘Where is that? North, south, east or west of here?’ I am
pleased to say that they never once resorted to pulling out a map and pointing but were always willing to talk it through. Thank you for that. I also hope
that I am now able to find my way around without getting lost too often.

This term class 4 are working with Burton Bradstock and Loders schools and an artist on a digital arts project. The children are aiming to make use of
camcorders, computers and digital cameras, learning better techniques and hopefully by the end of term we will have a web page to show for all the effort.
The children will collaborate at different stages and will pass on knowledge that they have gained to others within school. So keep watching for
information on how to access this material.

While practising for our Christmas production we were often at a loss for a musician to accompany us. We do have a member of staff who can play but
unfortunately she only works for half the week. Rehearsals at the start of the week were fine, we had Mrs Hooper, we had music; but at the end of the
week, we tried hard, we knew the words, we made a noise (not always very tuneful especially with me leading!). I was wondering if there is someone
locally who could play the piano or keyboard for us at such times, maybe a retired person who enjoys playing and could volunteer to help us in our hour of
need on occasions. We would be very grateful. Please get in touch.

100 club winners: Carol Randall £15 and

Mr Pinkett £10

Alison Johnstone Headteacher.
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 LONG BREDY Village Correspondents: Mr & Mrs Patrick Frost Bridelands

Tel ( 01308 ) 482269

Church Service Times Starting this month, the normal pattern of Church Services will be reversed and the Family Service will move to the earlier time of
9.30 a.m. We hope that this new pattern will remain in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

3rd Sunday ................. 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

All Bride Valley Church Family Services are now at 9.30 a.m.

The Holy Communion Service on 2nd January will as usual follow the traditional rite, and it will be a most appropriate way of bringing the old into the
new. Anthony Ashwell

 

Poppy Appeal. The sale of poppies prior to Remembrance Sunday brought in the sum of £87.30, for which the local Bride Valley organiser has said a very
big "thank you".

Neuro-Surgery. The parents and grandparents of Kieran Mulhall, born on the 3rd August, are most grateful for the prayers and messages of good will
which they have received during the time that Kieran has spent in Southampton Hospital. His condition was such that a course of neuro-surgery started at
the tender age of 10 weeks. It is pleasing to report that he was discharged from Southampton during the first week in December.

Christingle Service. The Church was seasonally decorated for the Christingle Service held on the 5th December. A strong team of helpers had prepared
the candles during the previous day, the materials for which had been donated by Mrs. Pamela Coe, in memory of her late husband. The Village Singers
were also in attendance, and the Lullaby they sang after the children had lit their candles made a most moving impression. Many thanks to all who had
helped in any way. The collection, in aid of the Children's Society, amounted to £120.53.

A Happy New Year to you all!
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LITTLEBREDY 
Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church Services on the 2nd and 4th Sundays will both now be at 9.30 a.m., and this should remain the
pattern for at least the next 2 years.

2nd Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

4th Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

With Long Bredy also moving its Family Service to 9.30 a.m., this means that all Valley Family Services now begin at 9.30 a.m.

Anthony Ashwell

LITTLEBREDY NOTES.

Two welcomes to stress this month: firstly to young Edmund Shackleton, who was born at Top Parts on the 16th November, just too late for inclusion in
last month's notes. Belatedly but cordially, therefore, we extend all congratulations to Jasper and Jo, and we wish all three of them great happiness together.

Secondly, welcome also to Simon and Siobhan Baxter, who, with young Nathan and Kieran, are moving into Spring Cottage. The observant will have
noticed lights ablaze as decorations get under way, and we wish the family well in their new home.

The meeting scheduled to discuss the future of the Village Hall will take place in the second half of February, so please look out for an exact date in next
month's BVN. As for venue, Chris and Judy Yates have agreed to host it in Gardens Cottage, so we say thank you to them.

We also say congratulations to Chris, who has been elected to the Daffodil and Tulip Committee of the Royal Horticultural Society. This is a high honour
in the horticultural world, and one which those who know their expertise and work here and elsewhere will know is well deserved.

Congratulations too to Rachel Hallett, whose graduation ceremony as B.Sc.(Hons) in Geography took place at Plymouth University in December.

Finally, of course, it is too late for Christmas greetings in this magazine, but not too late to extend to all readers, within Littlebredy and further afield, all
very best wishes for happiness and fulfilment in 2000 and beyond.
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SHIPTON GORGE  Village Correspondent: Mrs.Joy White Eastcote 3 Gullivers Orchard Shipton Gorge
Tel(01308)897974

JANUARY 1st 2000 After the ringing of St Martin’s bells at 12 noon, there will be a short New Millennium Service starting around 12.15 pm, when
the refurbished churchyard gates will be dedicated.

The Village Notice Board has been re-positioned to its new site near the New Inn by kind permission of Andrew & Margaret Duffy.

R..Langran Parish Council

As in previous years there is to be a PLANT SALE held adjacent to the Village Hall on Saturday 29th April. It is hoped that with plenty of advance
notice, those of you with green fingers will pot up stray plants, take cuttings or nurture seeds in your greenhouse ready for this occasion. This year's
proceeds will be to our church funds and your support will be greatly appreciated. Jan Shaw 897524

Shipton Gorge 100 Club Winners for the December Draw

£50 No:62 Liz Fulford

£20 No: 26 Lyn Grey

£10 Nos: 23, 67, 32 Bette Danby Joyce Crutchley Gary Warren
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Millennium Quiz
Match each character to the correct century from the first two millennia. e.g. (a) William I C11th

(a) He defeated Harold at Hastings

(b) He built a wall as a defence against the Picts and the Scots.

(c) She mourned for her husband on the Isle of Wight.

(d) He reputedly burnt some cakes.

(e) The Magna Carta was signed in his reign.

(f) King of Northumbria killed at Oswestry.

(g) The writer of 34 plays wrote "What a piece of work man is.."

(h) The city of Istanbul was originally named after him.

(i) He roused his troops to an English victory at Agincourt.

(j) A Queen who led a revolt against the Romans.

(k) He became Archbishop of Canterbury; a present day Society for the blind bears the same name.

(l) He wrote a series of Tales named after a city in Kent.

(m) A venerable monk who wrote an Ecclesiastical History of the English People.

(n) A man, not a king, ( with a round head? ) who ruled England as Lord Protector.

(o) H-----t & H---a settled in Kent.

(p) The founder of Methodism

(q) Father of (h)

(r) An Archbishop murdered at Canterbury

(s) He inspired his nation "at their darkest hour."

(t) Pope Gregory the Great sent him on a mission to Kent

Answers in next month's B.V.N.
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New Year Closures
Burton Bradstock Library will re-open after the holiday on Tuesday 4th January 2000.

Drs.Pouncey, Baird & Fowler Surgeries

The surgery will be closed:

Friday December 31st

Saturday January 1st

Sunday January 2nd

Appointments can be made for Monday 3rd on that morning when there will be a Portesham surgery from 9.00am - 12 noon

Normal Surgery from January 4th
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‘Let The Light Shine In!’ 
 

For most of 2025, St Michael and All 
Angels was a hive of activity. Many of the 
windows were removed and taken away 
to Dan Humphries’ workshop in 
Glastonbury to be repaired and restored; 
and Crumbleholme builders worked 
inside and outside the church to replace 
pointing and erect a new gutter that 
proved its worth during the rains of the 
winter. The windows are now back, and 
on Sunday 26th April we are having a special celebratory service to say a big 
“thankyou” to all involved, including the generous donors and fundraisers who 
made the work possible. Rev’d Andrew will be leading the service. Everyone is 
welcome to join us at 11.00am.  
 
 
The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-
cheek letters from Uncle Eustace 
 

 

My dear Nephew Darren, 
 
So, you are about to run an Alpha course in your parish; I 
am sure your bishop will be delighted. I remember him from my Oxford days. He 
was just starting his course as a gangly undergraduate when I was finishing my 
doctorate on Eusebius. 
 
I recall him as a keen rugby player who took early morning dips in the Isis, who led 
intense discussions on Saint Paul’s theology of ‘the body’ over cups of cocoa in the 
evenings in his rooms and who spent his holidays laying paths for the National 
Trust in the Lake District while lodging in Youth Hostels. He’s exactly the sort of 
person who will empathise with your ministry – hearty, enthusiastic and 
overflowing with compassionate intensity. We were not close friends. 
We tend not to go in for those sorts of things, here at St James the Least of All, 
preferring matters a little more relaxed and understated. If we ever do hold 
discussion groups (and they are a regrettable necessity during Lent), they always 
start with a good lunch, finishing with coffee and one of Mrs French’s excellent 
Madeira cakes. Once we have removed from the table, those who manage to stay 
awake will start to tackle the chosen topic. 
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However, we always seem to veer off to discussing more interesting matters, such 
as why Colonel Chorley is never allowed to sing solos in the choir anymore, or who 
moved Mrs Cholmondeley’s flower arrangement from the font the previous week. 
Apparently, she has given notice that her weekly contributions on the plate will be 
much reduced unless an appropriate apology is received. 
 
These matters may not seem as important to you as deciding what the ‘white 
stone’ in Revelation 4 is all about, but let me assure you that to members of our 
congregation, knowing why the second verse of the National Anthem is no longer 
sung at our Remembrance Services is of pivotal importance. 
 
At 2.30pm we wake up those who have enjoyed an hour’s slumber and totter off 
home, knowing we have once again done our bit for faith in the parish. 
I am sure your own group will also return home after your sessions – even if a 
digestive biscuit and weak tea is all that has been offered – invigorated and 
braced to tackle the heathen in the parish. We all take our pleasures in different 
ways. 
Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 
 

William Law, spiritual writer extraordinary 
Died on 9 April 1761 
 

William Law is the saint for anyone forced to choose between losing their job or 
losing their integrity. 
 

It had all begun so straightforwardly. Born in King’s Cliffe, Northamptonshire in 
1686, William had studied at Emmanuel College Cambridge, been ordained a 
deacon, and been made a Fellow of the college in 1711. But soon politics 
interfered. At his ordination, William had made his Oath of Allegiance to the House 
of Stuart. But with the accession of the first Hanoverian monarch, King George I in 
1714, William found he was now expected to make his Oath of Allegiance to King 
George I. This he felt he could not do, with any integrity. But without the Oath, 
William lost his Fellowship, and was unable to be priested. 
 

It would have been a bitter blow to anyone wanting a career in the Church, but 
William did not change his mind. He wanted more than a career in the Church, he 
wanted to live a holy life before God, and to keep his conscience clear. And so he 
spent many years as a simple curate (he was not priested until 1728), living by 
tutoring, but also writing extensively. 
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And it was through his writings that William Law went on to make a lasting impact 
on the spirituality of the nation. One of his numerous books, A Serious Call to a 
Devout and Holy Life, is recognised as having had more influence on the English 
people than any other English post-Reformation spiritual work, except Pilgrim’s 
Progress. 
 

William Law’s writing greatly influenced the leaders of the evangelical movement 
of his day, including John and Charles Wesley, and George Whitefield. Law was 
also praised by Enlightenment thinkers such as the writer Dr Samuel Johnson and 
the historian Edward Gibbon. 
 

And 20 years after his death in 1761, William Wilberforce, the politician, 
philanthropist, and leader of the movement to stop the slave trade, also paid 
tribute to the effect Law’s writing had had on him. Law’s spiritual writings remain 
in print even today – nearly 300 years later. 
 
New to the Bride Valley News 
 

We welcome a new advertiser in the BVN 
this month, this being Castelle Ltd. They 
are a local company specialising in the 
conversion of fossil fuel AGA cookers to a 
modern electric powered system. Many 
households still value the classic design 
and durability of AGA cookers, but rising 
energy costs and environmental concerns 
have made traditional fuel models less 
practical. By offering electric conversions 
Castelle is helping homeowners keep their 
beloved appliances, while adapting to modern needs. Modern conversions make it 
possible to switch on ovens and hob plates independently. They have fast heat-up 
times and the AGA retains that warmth that owners love. 
 

The approachable engineers, John and Dan (pictured on the right) both grew up in 
the Bride Valley and have a real passion for their business. They offer an initial 
discussion during a home visit and complete the work themselves on installation 
day. They can even refurbish your AGA if required. 
Of course, the success of the company will depend on skilled workmanship, fair 
pricing, and building trust with customers. If those elements are delivered, an AGA 
electric conversion could be both practical and forward thinking, as well as a great 
investment for modern homes. 
 

Join the growing electric AGA community and take advantage of Castelle’s 
SPECIAL OFFER for BVN readers shown in their advert in this edition.  
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Appointments for all the family. 
Babies, Children and Adults,
 including Cranial Sacral and 

treatments for CFS

Coombe Farm, 
Litton Cheney DT2 9EQ

Book online
www.percivalosteopaths.co.uk

Tel: 01308 482703

E: help@percivalosteopaths.co.uk

Natural Movement Playgroup 
for 0 - 12 months.

Every first and third Thursday 
at Loders Village Hall.

3 age-appropriate classes

Book online
www.percivalosteopaths.co.uk

Run by Hilary Percival
Registered Osteopath

 
* EXTERIOR CLEANING 
* REACH AND WASH” WINDOWN CLEANING 
* AIR MOSS REMOVAL 
* GUTTER CLEANING & CLEARING 
* SOFFITS & FACSCIAS CLEANING 
* PRESSURE WASHING SERVICE – PATIOS, DRIVEWAYS ETC 

Fully insured and based in the Bride Valley 

 

Call or text Sean on:  

07787 597871 
 

       Bride Valley Cleaning 

 

 
* EXTERIOR CLEANING 
* REACH AND WASH” WINDOWN CLEANING 
* AIR MOSS REMOVAL 
* GUTTER CLEANING & CLEARING 
* SOFFITS & FACSCIAS CLEANING 
* PRESSURE WASHING SERVICE – PATIOS, DRIVEWAYS ETC 

Fully insured and based in the Bride Valley 

 

Call or text Sean on:  

07787 597871 
 

       Bride Valley Cleaning 

 

* EXTERIOR CLEANING
* REACH AND WASH” WINDOWN 
CLEANING
* AIR MOSS REMOVAL
* GUTTER CLEANING & CLEARING
* SOFFITS & FACSCIAS CLEANING
* PRESSURE WASHING SERVICE – 
PATIOS, DRIVEWAYS ETC

Fully insured and based in the Bride Valley

Weddings - Funerals - Occasions  
164 South Street, DT6 3NP 

01308 334253 - ivybridport@btinternet.com 

Free parking outside the shop!
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Little Fones
Landscapes Est. 1996

LANDSCAPE DESIGN: Traditional, Abstract, Continental, Cost Efficient & Low Maintenance.
LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION: Groundwork, Driveways, Walling, Decking & Fencing 
to Paths, Patios, Ponds & Pergolas, Border Creation & Planting.

GARDEN RESTORATION: Historic Manors & Cottage Gardens Recycled & Regenerated

GARDEN CARE & MAINTENANCE: All forms of Garden Works Undertaken, 
Lawn Care, Border Maintenance, Professional Pruning.

ARBORICULTURE & CONSERVATION: Woodland & Wildlife Habitat Management, 
all forms of Tree Surgery & Planting, Hedge Laying, Seeding & Spraying. 

EFFICIENT COMMERCIAL CONTRACTORS AND PERSONAL GARDENERS

01308 455755 
info@littlefones.co.uk 
www.littlefones.co.uk

Keep This Number Handy
You May Need it to Contact...

YOUR LOCAL 
ELECTRICIAN

Call Olly on 01308 293125 
serving Bridport and the surrounding area
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MATT ATKINSON TREE SURGERY

All tree & hedge work undertaken
                *A!ordable
                *Reliable
               *Fully Insured
              *NPTC Quali"ed

MATT ATKINSON TREE SURGERY
ork undertaken

Friendly
                *A!ordable
                *Reliable
               *Fully Insured
              *NPTC Quali"ed

www.mattatkinsontreesurgery.co.uk

MATT ATKINSON TREE SURGERY
All tree & hedge work undertaken

Friendly
                *A!ordable
                *Reliable
               *Fully Insured
              *NPTC Quali"ed

t
www.mattatkinsontreesurgery.co.uk
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Friendly
                *A!ordable
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MATT ATKINSON TREE SURGERY
Trading locally since 2011

All tree & hedge work undertaken
Friendly - A!ordable

Reliable - Fully Insured
NPTC Quali"ed

MATT ATKINSON TREE SURGERY

All tree & hedge work undertaken
                *A!ordable
                *Reliable
               *Fully Insured
              *NPTC Quali"ed
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All tree & hedge work undertaken

Friendly
                *A!ordable
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MATT ATKINSON TREE SURGERY
All tree & hedge work undertaken

Friendly
                *A!ordable
                *Reliable
               *Fully Insured
              *NPTC Quali"ed
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tel: 01308 868503   079600 60025
email: info@mattatkinsontreesurgery.co.uk 

website: www.mattatkinsontreesurgery.co.uk

01308 421545  |  Paverlands Farm, Salway Ash, Bridport DT6 5HT  |  johnbrightfencing.com

Delivering quality at affordable prices 
For over 40 years

Shop online or in-store today!

Fencing Gates Sheds, Stores & More!Feed & Bedding
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Carpets Select
The Home Selection Specialists

“The carpet store that comes to your door”
Choose in comfort at home

Free home select service for:  Carpets - Vinyl’s
Wood Flooring - Laminates

Brought to you at very competitive prices
Call Steve, John or Lea

01305 753998
Or visit our showroom at:

Unit 1, Grove Trading Estate, Dorchester, DT1 1ST
carpetselect.co.uk / Email: info@carpetselect.co.uk
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markpile69@gmail.com

 
 
 

Lawn Mowing
Hedge Trimming

Weeding
General Garden Maintenence

Pressure Washing
And other odd jobs

07900112060

A friendly and trusted local garden maintenance  and handyman
professional, here to carry out a range of services, such as:

Contact Mark on

www.ajwakely.com

Bridport  Tel: 01308 423726

A J Wakely &  Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors

- 24 Hour Service - 
Private Chapels of Rest

www.ajwakely.com

Bridport  Tel: 01308 423726 
Beaminster  Tel: 01308 862358 
Lyme Regis  Tel: 01297 443835

Please contact Simon Wakely, or a member of our  
dedicated team for any advice or guidance.

49

Upholstery by Gillian
freshen up your favourite furniture

m: 07817 239 783 t: 01308 456002
upholsterybygillian@gmail.com

Dream cottages are Dorset’s leading cottage agency, with a team of local experts who absolutely 
adore Dorset and a portfolio of over 300 personally selected properties. 

if you are thinking of holiday letting your property call Dream cottages, with over 25 years’ 
experience we offer a personalised and tailored service to meet every need. We can discuss suitable 
properties in specified price ranges, help with the look, feel, furnish and finish of a property, as well 

as offering a booking agent, cleaning, housekeeping and property management service.

 if you’re interested in holiday letting your property, we’d love to hear from you. 
call us now on 01305 789000, or email us on admin@dreamcottages.co.uk. 

Upholstery by Gillian
freshen up your favourite furniture 

m: 07817 239 783 t:  01308 456002 
upholsterybygillian@gmail.com
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Oil AGA Servicing and breakdowns
Central heating Oil Boiler servicing and breakdowns

AGA 13amp Electric conversions carried out. 

For a Local personal service, based in Bradford Peverell, Dorchester, Dorset 
Call us now on 01305 262411

Emergency Line 07949 384326 

Oil Boiler Service & Maintenance

Stephen Field
Painting and Home Renovation

Woodworking projects and repairs.
Shelving and fixtures.
Odd jobs, large or small.
All work considered.

stephenfield24@hotmail.co.uk

Tel: 01308 456059     Mob: 07952203093

If your back goes out more than you do...
call us for help with muscular aches and pains

Adams & Associates 
Twist and Shout Osteopathic Health Centre
32 South Street  Bridport DT6 3NQ    Tel: 01308 459996/427033

Allied Health Professionals providing “skilled manipulation”, gentle mobilisation 
& soft tissue stretches, visceral and cranial- sacral osteopathy to aid recovery
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Lee Quincey Landscapes
al l  aspects  of  garden work undertaken including

Fencing, pergolas, turf ing, hedge cutt ing, trel l is work, sheds,
shed bases, decking, patios, garden maintenance and more.

Also avai lable for house and shed clearance.

Over 16 years experience

Cal l  us on 01308 482279  or 07896 326099  for a free quotation

Or visit  www.leequinceylandscapes.com

Mob: 07444411210

Call or text Callum:

JOBSON'S
CHIMNEY SWEEPS

Traditional Chimney Sweeps
Clean    |    Professional    |    Friendly
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Email: office@jobsonschimneysweeps.com

Based in the Bride Valley 

Tel: 01308 301210
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Beach Road, West Bexington, DT2 9DG
www.theclubhousewestbexington.co.uk | 01308 898302

West Bay, Bridport, DT6 4EN
www.watchhousecafe.co.uk | 01308 459330

Beach Road, Burton Bradstock, DT6 4RF
www.hivebeachcafe.co.uk | 01308 897070

NEW ITALIAN MENU
SERVING HOMEMADE NEAPOLITAN-STYLE PIZZAS, FRESH PASTA 

DISHES AND DELICIOUS ITALIAN DESSERTS

Learn more and book a 
table by scanning here

Learn more and book a 
table by scanning here

Learn more and book a 
table by scanning here

DAILY FRESH FISH
JOIN US FOR FRESH SEAFOOD EVERY SINGLE LUNCHTIME

FRIDAY SUPPER CLUB
EVERY FRIDAY EVENING ENJOY SEASONAL SOUP FOLLOWED BY 

STEAK FRITES OR MOULES MARINIÈRE FOR JUST £20
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For more information call 01308 482000 or email 
contracting@cgfry.co.uk | cgfry.co.uk

CG Fry & Son’s highly experienced Contracting
Department offers a bespoke service for both private

and commercial clients. 

We cover all aspects of new build, restoration and
refurbishment, supported by our own joinery

workshop.
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Carpentry & Property Maintenance

Jim Allen
Roofing and Building Contractor

• New Builds
• Brickwork, Stonework,
• Blockwork & Rendering
• Carpentry & Property Maintenance
• Roofing/ Re-roofs & Repairs
• Guttering & UPVC

No job too big or too small

Tel: 01308 863809 | Mobile: 07976 372045
Web: www.jimallenbuilding.co.uk    E-mail: alljm996@aol.com

Carpentry & Property Maintenance

Carpet World
THE CARPET SPECIALISTS

FOR WEST DORSET
Trading for 40 years

Good old-fashioned personal service with 
expert knowledge and our own highly skilled 

carpet fitters. 
Competitive prices, too. 

Stockists of hand-made rugs  
laminate and wood flooring 

vinyl and LVT flooring

52A West Street (next to Waitrose), Bridport
Tel: (01308) 427081

www.carpetworld-bridport.co.uk

Early Morning 
Newspapers 

delivered
Call Mike on: 
01308 898 744 

Bride Valley Newsagent Ltd. 
Est. 2002

61

AERIALS & CABLES
TV & RADIO AERIAL  

INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 
“DIGI” UPGRADES 

FREEVIEW BOXES INSTALLED
Established 40 years

01297 443928 
(ansaphone)

078 144 81833 
(mobile)

Jo Shackleton

Picture Framer
Near Littlebredy

Contact:
01308 482645
07842 363445

thedorsetframer@gmail.com

For that special occasion!

Contact

Kate Coombes

01300 320991/07970 928737

 

We stock our own Longhorn beef, fresh locally produced pork, lamb, cheese, 

bread and many other products from the area. 

We also make our own ham, bacon, pies, sausages and burgers.

Visit our Abbotsbury shop and treat yourself to some real local food. 

Opening times: 9-5 Tuesday, Thursday, Friday,

 10-2, Monday, Wednesday, 8.30-4.30 Saturday.

We deliver in the Bride Valley on Friday mornings

The Bride Valley Farm Shop

4, Market Street Abbotsbury.

It's all local !

For orders or enquiries: 01305 871235

BRIDGE COTTAGE B&B

87 HIGH STREET

BURTON BRADSTOCK, Nr. BRIDPORT

Tel: 01308 897222

En suite Rooms

Tea/Coffee making facilities

TV, Radio, Heating

Private Entrance + Parking

No Smoking – Pets Welcome

Family Room available, sleeps 4/5

  MARK PARSONS -

GENERAL BUILDER

ALL ENQUIRIES CONSIDERED

01308 456697            07909 516461

Stonework

Brickwork

Blockwork

Extensions

Paving

Concreting

Landscaping

Repairs

Winter opening times: 10-2 Monday, 9-2 Wednesday,  
9-5 Tuesday, Thursday & Friday, 8.30-4.30 Saturday

We deliver in the Bride Valley on Friday mornings

Unique hand tied bouquets, supplied in a stylish gift box, from £10 including delivery

Rose stems to create your own arrangements – £10 for 7 including delivery  
in Winter other scented flowers are used e.g. narcissus and hyacinths

Welcome hampers containing local produce and a hand tied bouquet from £40

Free delivery within 30 miles of Bridport, Dorset

Contact me to discuss your requirements or visit the website for more information

www.rosacheney.com | emilycave@rosacheney.com | 01308 482266 / 07787 512386 

Freshly picked, old fashioned style English roses
grown in our Dorset garden for gifts, weddings

and welcome hampers for holiday homes.

AERIALS & CABLES
TV & RADIO AERIAL  

INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 
“DIGI” UPGRADES 

FREEVIEW BOXES INSTALLED 
Established 40 years

01297 443928 
(ansaphone)

078 144 81833 
(mobile)

Jo Shackleton

Picture Framer
Near Littlebredy

Contact: 
01308 482645 
07842 363445 

thedorsetframer@gmail.com



 
 

 
 
 
 

51 

 
 
 
 
  

12a South Street, Bridport  -  01308  459550 
5 South Street, Axminster -  01297  33449

vicaryandco.com

Book your FREE 
market appraisal today!

Your Local Independent Agent

Sales & Lettings

THE FORGE, POWERSTOCK

OFFICE: 01308 485201 - JODY: 07971 870873
EMAIL: jodyleaf@hotmail.co.uk

• SASH WINDOW SPECIALISTS

• DRAUGHT PROOFING

• NEW SEALED UNITS CLOUDY TO CLEAR

• NEW SPRINGS NEW CHORD

• PAINTING AND DECORATING

• CARPENTRY

AND MORE

~ All of your household needs

and more! how handy is that?!~ 

GIVE US A CALL TODAY!

07973 341537

or email us at -

craigaaronmunro@gmail.com
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Proprietor:
Christopher Lamble

“Over 20 Years of Proven
experience in the trade”

Call Chris for a free 
no-obligation quotation

•	Glass	&	Glazing
•	External	&	Internal
	 Painting	&	Decorating
•	Roof,	Kitchen	&
	 Bathroom	Tiling
•	Guttering
•	General	
	 Carpentry

Tel: 01308 897095  
Mob: 07798 750905 

christopherlamble@btinternet.com

GHM  
11, Barr Lane, Burton Bradstock 

Bridport, Dorset  DT6 4PX

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & 
MONUMENTAL MASONS

A. G. DOWN
66 SOUTH ST, BRIDPORT 01308 422643

Julian Hussey
DipFD NAFD

Karen Hussey 
DipFD NAFD

George Hussey
DipFD NAFD

Jasmine Hussey 
Cert FAA NAFD

Pre-arranged & prepaid funeral plans
Offices also at Dorchester, Axminster, Seaton, 

Honiton & Ottery St. Mary

DANIEL
SHEPPARD

PAINTER & DECORATOR
BESPOKE SPRAYING

ROOF REPAIRS, PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, 
HOUSE CLEARANCES, POWER WASHING, 

GUTTER CLEANING & GLASS REPLACEMENT

07703 434 216
danielsheppard64@gmail.com

Your Advert This Size  
For Under £8.25!  Email bvctc@outlook.com
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Freshly picked, old fashioned style English roses 
grown in our Dorset garden for gifts, weddings 

and welcome hampers for holiday homes.

Unique hand tied bouquets, supplied in a stylish gift box, from £10 including delivery

Rose stems to create your own arrangements – £10 for 7 including delivery   
in Winter other scented flowers are used e.g. narcissus and hyacinths 

Welcome hampers containing local produce and a hand tied bouquet from £40

Free delivery within 30 miles of Bridport, Dorset

Contact me to discuss your requirements or visit the website for more information

www.rosacheney.com | emilycave@rosacheney.com | 01308 482266 / 07787 512386

Dorset to Doorstep
Richard Kennelly - 07725 548013 email: dorsettodoorstep@gmail.com

www.dorsettodoorstep.co.uk

Licensed by 
Dorset Council

Private Hire Car 
Service for 
Weddings  
Airports   Ferry   
Ports   Stations
Long distance 
Local
Pre-bookings only

Brook Brothers
Landscaping and Garden Maintenance

Call Sam - Mobile: 07498 165867
Tel: 01308 898741

Services Include
Routine Garden Maintenance
Hedge and Small Tree Cutting
Pressure Washing
Paving - Lawn Care
Pergolas - Fencing
Patios

07711 567515
jwcoastalcleans@gmail.com

Weekly Cleans - Holiday Lets
Office Cleans - End of Tenancy

Construction Cleans - Laundry Services
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Your Advert This Size  
For Under £8.25!  Email bvctc@outlook.com

WINDOW 
CLEANER

BAsED IN THE BRIDE VALLEY

01308 897297 
OR 07766 557461





Printed by Seaton Print & Design Ltd   Telephone: 01297 22602   Web: www.seatonprint.co.uk


